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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MAY 2009 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

No Child Left Behind Act of 2001: Action on Recommendations Related to California’s Assignment of Sanctions and Associated Technical Assistance: Expectations for Local Monitoring of Program Improvement Corrective Action Plans.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) direct CDE to notice all Program Improvement (PI) local educational agencies (LEAs) in Corrective Action of the requirement, effective July 1, 2009, to update their LEA Plans quarterly to document progress toward full implementation of Corrective Action 6.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In March 2009, the SBE received a report on activities in six of seven LEAs in PI Corrective Action that were assigned to work with a district assistance and intervention team (DAIT) and receive intensive technical assistance.

In March 2008, the SBE directed the CDE to create a mechanism for documenting interim progress benchmarks and a reporting mechanism to the SBE for annual review of LEAs in PI Corrective Action. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Report on Mechanism for Documenting Interim Progress

The ultimate outcome for LEAs in PI Corrective Action is to make Adequate Yearly Progress and exit PI. The CDE anticipates providing an annual report to the SBE on LEA progress as reported in the Accountability Progress Report in late August or early September of each year. Overall, progress benchmarks will be defined as increases in the percent of students who are proficient in English-language arts and mathematics in the PI LEAs in Corrective Action.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


The SBE has expressed interest in a mechanism for documenting interim progress. To date, the PI LEAs in Corrective Action have not been required to report interim progress on implementation of their LEA Plans/Plan Addenda. To respond to the SBE’s request for more frequent evidence of district progress, the CDE is proposing that PI LEAs in Corrective Action post brief online reports quarterly to document progress and actions towards implementing Corrective Action 6 as documented in their LEA Plans/Plan Addenda. For example, a district will document specific activities for selected objectives in “track changes” or in an additional column, making any necessary notations in “Persons Responsible/Timeline.” 

Currently, each of the 95 2007-08 LEAs in PI Corrective Action has revised its LEA Plan/Plan Addendum, posted it on its respective local Web site, and sent the Web link to the CDE. The 50 2008-09 cohort of LEAs in PI Corrective Action have revised their LEA Plans/Plan Addenda and submitted them to the CDE as of March 9, 2009. After plans are reviewed by CDE staff, each LEA will receive feedback, including any recommendations for additional changes. After incorporating feedback into their LEA Plans/Plan Addenda, all LEAs will post their final plans on a local Web site and send the Web link to the CDE. Following the May 2009 SBE meeting, CDE will inform these LEAs of the SBE action requiring them to report on their progress on a quarterly basis. Links to the plans can be found on the CDE LEA Plans for LEAs in PI Year 3 Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ti/leaplanpiyr3.asp.
Looking ahead, state planning, reporting, monitoring and technical assistance services will be facilitated by a Web-enabled system. The CDE is currently working with the California Comprehensive Center (CA CC) on the California Accountability Improvement System (CAIS). It is a Web-enabled system that LEAs will use to access data, submit plans, report on progress, and document compliance with federal and state requirements for use of categorical resources. Although CAIS is still in development, parts of it are already in use. It is anticipated that the system will be fully operational when No Child Left Behind (NCLB) is reauthorized and the new LEA planning requirements are defined. Historically, the LEA Plan is the centerpiece of LEA resource allocation and accountability. Currently, the CDE has committed to do what it can to exempt LEAs from annually re-entering LEA Plans already in progress, anticipating that they will need to do so when NCLB is reauthorized. 

Planned features of CAIS include:

· Links to CDE student achievement data (level of aggregation not yet determined) and other databases.

· Flexible data fields for LEA-entry of NCLB-required district and school plans based upon student need.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


· Entry and modification of LEA plans by goal. Ultimately, the LEA Plan will be functionally integrated, providing space for multiple program data entry, feedback and progress reporting on action plan objectives.

· Entry and posting of LEA evidence to document compliance with state and federal law under the Categorical Program Monitoring system.
It is anticipated that CAIS developmental work will be modified as various results from the pilot provide evidence of need. Upon statewide implementation of CAIS, all LEAs receiving categorical funds, including those that have participated in the CAIS pilot, will use the integrated online system. The state will be able to evaluate plans, provide LEAs with feedback, and monitor implementation electronically. 

Until then, we will continue to require LEAs to post their completed plans locally, submit the Web link to the CDE and then, as needed, update their LEA Plans and Web link.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


It is expected that quarterly review and updating of LEA Plans will be a routine part of LEA work. The development of the Web-based system is supported by the CA CC. 

	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.
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