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	SUBJECT

Formation of a New Regional Occupational Center and Program Joint Powers Agreement Named North County Regional Occupational Program in Santa Clara County.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the formation/establishment of a new Regional Occupational Center and Program (ROCP) Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) named North County Regional Occupational Program (NCROP) in Santa Clara County.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In 2004, the SBE approved the formation of Mono County ROP. This was the last of 74 ROCPs formed. In 2006, San Joaquin County Office of Education proposed to establish a second ROCP within their county. The SBE denied the proposal due to the fiscal impact on 74 ROCPs; each would have lost a portion of average daily attendance (ADA) funds.   
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES 


California Education Code (EC) Section 52301 authorizes the governing boards of any school districts maintaining high schools in the county, with the consent of the state board and of the county superintendent of schools to cooperate in the establishment and maintenance of a regional occupational center or program. By law, a regional occupational center may be formed by two or more school districts by following the Joint Exercise of Powers Act. Once formed, the JPA becomes an independent legal entity, and its members jointly exercise the powers of the JPA.  
SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)








Of the 74 ROCPs in California, Santa Clara County ROP, North and South, utilize the ROCP county governance structure. Together, they function as one ROCP at the county level and serve two different regions of Santa Clara County. Fremont Union High School District, Mountain View Los Altos Union High School District, and Palo Alto Unified School District are currently members of Santa Clara County ROP – North. 
On February 12, 2009, the three northern districts sent a letter (see Attachment 1) to the Santa Clara County Board of Education (SCCBE) requesting approval to separate from the county ROP and establish a JPA effective July 1, 2009, to be named North County Regional Occupational Program (NCROP). The SCCBE granted this request on March 4, 2009 (see Attachment 2). A memorandum of understanding to form the JPA between all three districts is enclosed (see Attachment 3). The districts included in the proposed JPA are now seeking consent from the SBE in order to form NCROP. Santa Clara County ROP – North will be dissolved and Santa Clara County ROP – South will change its name to Santa Clara County ROP. This change is supported by the Santa Clara County Superintendent of Schools.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


ROCPs currently generate revenue through ADA. Currently, Santa Clara County ROP – South generates 972 ADA and Santa Clara County ROP – North generates 695 ADA for a total of 1,667 ADA. The Santa Clara County Office of Education has approved the transfer of 695 ADA to establish the new JPA, NCROP. The creation of a new JPA will have no fiscal impact on the other 74 ROCPs in the state.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:  Letter of intent to separate from the county and form a new JPA 

  (1 Page).
Attachment 2:  March 4, 2009 Board Minutes from Santa Clara County Office of
Education (1 Page).
Attachment 3:  Memorandum of Understanding for North County Regional Occupational Program Joint Powers Agreement (5 pages).
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