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NORTH COUNTY REGIONAL OCCUPATIONAL PROGRAM JOINT POWERS AGENCY

JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT

TO ESTABLISH, OPERATE, AND MAINTAIN 

REGIONAL OCCUPATIONAL PROGRAMS

Under Authority of the Provisions of California Government Code Section 6500 et seq. 

and California Education Code Section 52301(a)(2) 

By and Among:

Mountain View - Los Altos Union High School District

Palo Alto Unified School District

Fremont Union High School District and

 Dated: March 3, 2009

JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT 

TO ESTABLISH, OPERATE, AND MAINTAIN 

REGIONAL OCCUPATIONAL PROGRAMS


This Agreement is made and effective as of 
March 10, 2009, pursuant to the provisions of California Government Code section 6500 et seq., relating to the joint exercise of powers, among the following parties:  (i) Mountain View - Los Altos Union High School District, (ii) Palo Alto Unified School District, and (iii) Fremont Union High School District.
RECITALS


WHEREAS the Legislature has enacted Sections 52300 et seq. of the California Education Code pertaining to the establishment of regional occupational centers or programs; 

WHEREAS the parties provide services to their residents and taxpayers within the same general area in the County of Santa Clara, State of California; 


WHEREAS it is to the mutual benefit of the parties and of the public to join together to establish this joint powers agreement to accomplish the purposes set forth in this Agreement, pursuant to Sections 6500 et seq. of the Government Code;


WHEREAS Education Code sections 11000 et seq. and 52300 et seq. encourage cooperation in the area of regional occupational programming; and


WHEREAS the school districts participating under this Agreement are legally authorized under Sections 52300 et seq. of the Education Code to perform the responsibilities relative to the ROP as set forth in this Agreement.


NOW, THEREFORE, the parties mutually agree as follows:

AGREEMENT

1. PURPOSE.

The parties to this Agreement desire to establish jointly operated vocational programs under the conditions as provided in this Agreement and the applicable sections of the Education Code.

2. ESTABLISHMENT OF ENTITY.  

A separate joint powers entity is created pursuant to this Agreement shall be designated as the North County Regional Occupational Program Joint Powers Agency (“ROP”).

3. TERMS AND TERMINATION.

The term of this Agreement commences on July 1, 2009 and shall continue until terminated as provided in this Agreement.  This Agreement shall become effective and binding upon the parties upon appropriate and legal action of the governing boards of the school districts as evidenced by the signature of their authorized signatory on this Agreement and also approval by the Santa Clara County Superintendent of Schools and the California State Board of Education.  

Any party may terminate this Agreement at any time, with consent from all the participating school districts, by providing written notice ninety days (90) prior to the beginning of an ROP semester.  However, under no circumstances will the termination be caused by one of the participating school district’s decision to supplant the ROP program with a program of its own or that of another public agency.  

4. GOVERNING BOARD.

4.1 Membership.  The regional occupational programs conducted under this Agreement shall be under the direction a governing board (“ROP Board”).  Pursuant to Section 52310.5 of the Education Code, the ROP Board shall consist of at least one duly designated school district representative from each participating school district.  The governing board of each participating school district shall appoint at least one elected member of its governing board to serve as a member on the ROP Board.  A school district may also appoint an alternate with full voting privileges to act as a member of the ROP Board during the absence of its regular representative.

4.2 Scope of Powers.  At its initial meeting, the ROP Board shall elect from its membership a president and vice-president who shall serve concurrent with the terms of their appointment to the ROP Board.  The ROP Board shall enact and adopt appropriate rules or By-Laws which are consistent with this Agreement for the orderly transaction of the business of the ROP.  Pursuant to Section 6508 of the Government Code, the exercise of these powers shall be in accordance with the manner of exercising such powers by the participating school district of that County except as otherwise provided in this Agreement.

4.3 Requirements of the Governing Board.  Pursuant to Section 52327.5 of the Education Code, the ROP Board shall meet the following requirements:

a. All meetings of the ROP Board shall be open to the public and shall be conducted in accordance with Government Code Section 54950 et seq., more commonly referred to as the Ralph M. Brown Act (Section 35145).

b. The accounting system used to record the financial affairs of the ROP shall be in accordance with the California School Accounting Manual as approved by the State Board of Education and furnished by the Superintendent of Public Instruction (Section 41010).

c. The accounting system used to record the financial affairs of the ROP shall be designed to provide separate recording and clear distinction between expenditures for salaries of classroom teachers employed by the ROP and expenditures for other purposes of the ROP (Section 41011).

d. The ROP Board may invest special reserve or surplus funds according to Government Code Sections Section 16430 or 53601 (Section 41015).

e. The ROP Board shall comply with the fiscal management practices as set forth in Section 41020 of the Education Code (Section 41020).

f. The ROP Board shall hold a public hearing on the proposed budget pursuant to Section 42103 of the Education Code (Section 42103).

g. The ROP Board shall prepare and keep on file for public inspection the courses of study prescribed under the ROP (Section 51040).

h. The ROP Board shall evaluate its educational program and make revisions as it deems necessary (Section 51041).

i. The ROP Board shall enforce the courses of study and the use of textbooks and other instructional materials prescribed and adopted by the proper authorities (Section 51050).

j. The ROP Board shall maintain the course of study for the ROP subject to approval of the Department of Education (Section 51056).

5. COURSES.

The courses provided by the ROP shall comply with, and meet the requirements of, the relevant sections under the Education Code, and shall be submitted to the Department of Education for approval prior to July 1, 2009.  The courses shall meet the following requirements under the Education Code, including but not limited to:

5.1 Comprehensive Skill.  The ROP Board shall ensure that its programs and instruction are part of occupational course sequences that target comprehensive skills pursuant to survey requirements under Section 52302 of the Education Code. 

5.2 Employer Advisory Board.  The ROP Board shall establish and maintain an employer advisory board pursuant to the terms of Section 52302.2 of the Education Code.

5.3 Review of Career Technical Courses.  The ROP Board shall review every career technical course of program offered by the ROP, every two years, to meet the requirements under Section 52302.3 of the Education Code.

5.4 Curriculum.  In creating and finalizing the curriculum provided by the ROP, the ROP Board shall comply with the requirements and standards as set forth in Section 52309 of the Education Code.  

6. ENTIRE AGREEMENT.

This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement of the parties and there are no oral agreements between the parties.  Changes to this Agreement shall be accomplished only with the mutual consent of the parties.

7. COUNTERPARTS.  
This Agreement may be executed in several counterparts, each of which shall be an original and all of which shall constitute but one and the same instrument.

This Agreement is signed by the authorized signatory from each participating school district on the dates specified below, but effective as of the date provided on the cover page.
Approved by the Board of Trustees on 
Mountain View – Los Altos Union High

March 9, 2009, by the following vote: 
School District

Ayes:     5 




By:
Original signed by Barry Groves
Noes:      0




Name:
Barry Groves
Absent:   0




Title:
Superintendent
Date:
March 9, 2009
Original signed by Judy Hannemann

Board President
Approved by the Board of Trustees on 
Palo Alto Unified School District

March 6, 2009, by the following vote: 
By:
Original signed by Kevin Skelly
Ayes:      3




Name:
Kevin Skelly
Noes:      0




Title:
Superintendent
Absent:  2




Date:
March 6, 2009
Original signed by Barbara Mitchell
Board President
Approved by the Board of Trustees on 
Fremont Union High School District


March 9, 2009, by the following vote: 
By:
Original signed by Polly M. Bove
Ayes:      5




Name:
Polly Bove
Noes:      0




Title:
Superintendent
Absent:   0




Date:
March 9, 2009


Original signed by Homer H.C. Tong
Board President
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