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California Department of Education

c/o Larry Shirey

1430 N St.

Sacramento, CA 95814

November 4, 2009

Dear Mr. Shirey,













 I wish to inform you that the Ingo County Committee on School District Organization

met on October 21, 2009. The Committee held its final public hearing on the unification

of Bishop Union Elementary School District and Bishop Joint Union High School District. Half page newspaper ads and numerous radio spots were purchased to encourage

people to voice their opinion on the proposed unification. Michelle Huntoon, a noted unification consultant from California School Services, was present to give her perspective on the unification proposal. Thirty four people attended the hearing and approximately 8 spoke. All were in favor of the unification.

The Committee then voted on the three action items (agenda attached). The Committee agreed unanimously that unification criteria, per Ed Code 35753, had been met (attached). It also unanimously declared the unification process exempt from CEQA. Finally, on another unanimous vote, it approved the petitions to form a new unified district.

Barry Simpson, Superintendent of both districts, and I will be in attendance at the January 7th State Board of Education meeting. Barry will also be forwarding to you the extra waivers that you recently requested. Furthermore, I have been in contact with the Curricular Division of CDE regarding the Program Improvement waiver and we are working towards a solution.

Thank you very much for your superb service.

Cordially,

Terence K. McAteer

