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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
SEPTEMBER 2010 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Charter Schools Division Update Including, But Not Limited to, State Board-Authorized Charter Schools and the Public Charter Schools Grant Program.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Since 1992, 75 charter petition appeals have been submitted to the SBE for consideration. Of these 75, the SBE approved 32 petitions, 28 petitions were withdrawn by the petitioners prior to formal consideration by the SBE, the SBE denied 11 petitions, the SBE did not take formal action on 3 petitions, and 1 petition is before the SBE at the September 2010 meeting. The 32 petitions approved by the SBE represent a total of 40 charter schools that the SBE has authorized since 1992. This is due to the fact that the SBE has approved three statewide benefit charter school petitions, which are each authorized to operate multiple charter schools under one approved charter petition. The three statewide benefit charter schools currently operate a total of 11 charter school sites throughout California.

Of the 40 charter schools that have been approved by the SBE since 1992, 30 charter schools are currently operating under SBE oversight, and 10 charter schools are no longer under SBE oversight due to charter renewal at the local level, abandonment, and 1 revocation. Of the 30 charter schools currently operating under SBE oversight, the SBE approved 14 on appeal of local denial, 11 under 3 statewide benefit charters, and the SBE renewed 5 charter schools on appeal of local denial.
Eight all-charter districts are currently operating under the joint authorization of the SBE and the State Superintendent of Public Instruction. The all-charter districts operate a total of eighteen schools.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


An addendum containing demographic and academic performance information on SBE-authorized charter schools will be provided.
In accordance with the standard Memorandum of Understanding between the SBE and SBE-authorized charter schools, if an SBE-authorized charter school fails to meet its Academic Performance Index (API) growth targets in a given year, either schoolwide or by numerically significant subgroups, or if the school fails to make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP), it will be required to prepare a Student Achievement Plan (SAP) by October 1 of the year following the year in which the school failed to meet API targets or AYP. The SAP shall be approved by the SBE at its January meeting, and the SBE may require the school to submit additional reports to the SBE at subsequent meetings.

Attachment 1 includes information about any SBE-authorized charter schools that will be required to submit an SAP for the January 2011 SBE meeting.

At its March 2010 meeting, the SBE approved the petition from Nova Meridian Charter School to begin operation in the 2010–11 school year. On August 23, 2010, the Nova Meridian governing board voted to disband the charter school, primarily due to difficulties in obtaining a certificate of occupancy for its facility in the city of Colton, where Nova Meridian planned to operate.

The results of the federal charter school program grant award for California’s 2010–15 Public Charter Schools Grant Program (PCSGP) were announced August 17, 2010. California was awarded nearly $51.8 million for its first year of funding. 
The PCSGP is designed to increase financial support for the startup and expansion of charter schools, build a better national understanding of the public charter school model, and increase the number of high-quality public charter schools across the nation.

As the grantee, the CDE will make the funding available as subgrants on a competitive basis to developers of charter schools, once federal review of several requested waivers is complete, and the state Legislature has approved a budget and the disbursement of the funds. Once an applicant is awarded a subgrant through CDE, the funding may be used for the planning, design, and implementation of the charter school and its education program. Preference will be given to subgrantees to help develop high-quality charter schools in high-need communities. 
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no specific action requested under this item; no fiscal impact is identified.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: 
Key Demographic and Academic Performance Information: State Board of Education-approved Charter Schools, All-charter Districts, and Statewide Benefit Charter Schools will be provided in an Item Addendum.
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