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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
SEPTEMBER 2010 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Reading First Program (Title I, Part B, Federal No Child Left Behind Act), Request for Waiver of the Tydings period for Federal Fiscal Year 2008 Item Number 6110-126-0890.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) authorize the CDE, on behalf of the CDE and the SBE, to submit to the United States Department of Education (ED) a request for a waiver of the Tydings period (i.e., no cost extension) for the California Reading First project Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2008, in the amount of $6,195,013. This will allow those districts participating in the Special Education Teacher Professional Development (SETPD) pilot project to continue implementing this project through the third and final year as required by the 2007-08 Final Budget Summary, Item number 6110-126-0890, provision 5.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


At the January 2010 SBE meeting, the SBE approved the extension of Tydings for federal fiscal year (FFY) 2007 Reading First funds to be used for completing the state fiscal year 2009-10 of Reading First implementation. The federal grant for FFY 2008 was reduced by 64 percent and this was the final Reading First grant to states. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Since 2002, the federal Reading First grant funds have never been fully expended within the 27-month grant period. The first in, first out process has been enacted each year by accounting to ensure that no funds reverted back to ED and all funds were used for the intended purposes. In order to prevent the carryover FFY 2008 funds from reverting back to the federal government, the CDE would need to obtain a Tydings extension for FFY 2008, in the amount of $6,195,013. The deadline for requesting this extension from ED is September 30, 2010, the ending date of the current grant.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


The CDE will allocate the use of these funds in the following four ways: 1) continue the administration of the Special Education Teacher Professional Development (SETPD) Pilot Project as established by the 2007-08 Final Budget Summary, Item number 6110-126-0890, provision 5, a three-year project in 2007; 2) provide professional development for special education teachers and paraprofessionals working with special education students; 3) funding of reading coaches, coordinators, and state and regional technical assistance to continue to assist the teachers, schools, and districts participating in SETPD; and 4) provide funding to continue the data collection and external evaluation report for the SETPD project through the 2010-11 school year.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The CDE reviewed the proposed extension of Tydings and determined there are no additional costs associated with each of the four ways the CDE is planning to allocate the funds.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Proposed Letter to the U.S. Department of Education requesting the 
                       extension of Tydings for Federal Fiscal Year 2008 (2 Pages)
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Draft September 15, 2010

Dr. Thelma Melendez de Santa Ana, Assistant Secretary
Office of Elementary and Secondary Education
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, South West

Washington, DC 20202-6201
Dear Dr. Melendez de Santa Ana:

Subject: Request for Waiver of the Tydings Period for Federal Fiscal Year 2008

California is requesting a Waiver of the Tydings period (i.e., no cost extension) for the California Reading First (RF) project for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2008. These are funds that must be used by September 30, 2010. To ensure that these RF funds are available to local educational agencies (LEAs) as anticipated, we are requesting your approval for a waiver to allow the RF LEAs to continue expending these 2008 RF funds through June 30, 2010. The California Department of Education (CDE) anticipates having approximately $6,195,013 of unallocated funds. Of this amount, $5,992,671 will be used for subgrants to eligible RF LEAs participating in the Special Education Teacher Professional Development (SETPD) Pilot Project, and $202,342 is available for grant administration costs. We anticipate having these unallocated funds due to the following: 

· Receipt of the supplemental awards in September of each year after our legislative budget process was complete.
· LEAs withdrawing from the program.
· The 64 percent reduction in funds which had a significant impact on the first in, first out procedures. 

If this extension is granted, these funds will be used to continue the administration and implementation of the SETPD pilot project as established by the 2007-08 Final Budget Summary, Item number 6110-126-0890, provision 5 as a three-year project in 2007. Due to the impact of state and federal regulations, the SETPD program was restricted to a two-year project which will end September 30, 2010. The program has been well-received throughout the state with funds supporting assessments, reading programs, professional development, technical assistance, coaches, and regional and state leadership. 

This request for a waiver of the Tydings period for FFY 2008 is being sought to ensure the following grant implementation components:
· To sustain the implementation of the SETPD pilot project and continue special education teacher professional development which promotes scientifically-based reading practices throughout the 2010-11 school year. $2,000,000

· To continue to offer technical assistance by Regional Technical Assistance Centers and the CDE Reading/Language Arts Leadership office, funding coaches and coordinators, and establishing online professional development modules developed with Reading First funds. The cost will be approximately $2,000,000.

· To enable the SETPD LEAs to purchase the necessary reading assessments, scientifically based supplemental reading programs, and instructional materials, the cost will be approximately $1,500,000. 

· To enable California to continue data collection and complete the external evaluation report for the SETPD project during the 2010-11 school year. Evaluation and data collection costs will total approximately $500,000.

If a waiver for use of these funds is not granted, the CDE will be unable to support any of the above activities as the federal grant will end September 30, 2010, and all funds must be liquidated by December 31, 2010. 

The $6,190,002 from FFY 2008 will enable us to continue California’s SETPD pilot project by extending grant funding to successful SETPD LEAs, providing continuity of implementation and leadership, providing greater intensity of professional development throughout the state, and ensuring sustainability of these efforts at the LEA level.

If you have any questions regarding this subject, please contact Sharon Johnson, Education Administrator I, Reading/Language Arts Leadership Office, by phone at 916-319-0587 or by 
e-mail at shjohnson@cde.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

JACK O’CONNELL





THEODORE R. MITCHELL

State Superintendent of Public Instruction


President

California Department of Education



California State Board of Education
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cc:
Miriam Lund, Office of Elementary and Secondary Education
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