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CDE WAIVER OFFICE 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The purpose of the attached waiver request is to allow the addition of fifth and sixth grades to our current seventh through 12th grade Secondary Community Day School. Due to funding level decreases, we closed our Elementary Community Day School at the end of last school year. We had no students enrolled in the school at year's end. Our Secondary CDS currently has six students in grades nine through 11. We have two full time teachers, a two-room modular building and online courses through Odyssey Ware and the Bridgewater Academy. 

Alpine County has the fewest residents of any county in California and we educate fewer than 100 students in our schools each year, sending approximately 40 high school students to schools in Nevada for their secondary education. Until the end of last year, we had two high schools in our county with only three or four students in each. Both high schools were closed at the end of the year due to decreasing numbers and funds. We believe the addition of fifth and sixth grades to the Secondary CDS will allow us to meet the unique needs of upper elementary students in a safe and appropriate environment should that need arise. The small number of students in our alternative programs does indicate that we review each student's needs on a case by case basis. 

Thank you for considering our waiver request, 

Lisa Fontana, Ph.D. Superintendent of Schools 

[image: image1.jpg]BCE UOTL(' LG4

M’VL A s ot




Lisa Fontana O S 11/22/2010 
