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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JULY 2011 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Update on Issues Related to California’s Implementation of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act and Other Federal Programs.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate. There is no specific action recommended at this time.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


This is a routine item for the purpose of informing the SBE on new or recent developments relating to the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) and other federal programs.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Update on the School Improvement Grant

During the week of March 7, 2011, two monitoring teams from the U.S. Department of Education (ED) reviewed four School Improvement Grant (SIG) local educational agencies, two each in northern and southern California. On May 6, 2011, the ED provided the CDE with their draft Targeted Monitoring Review of School Improvement Grants Under Section 1003(g) of the ESEA, which allowed five business days for the State Education Agency to provide any technical comments and edits. CDE’s response to the draft report was submitted to the ED on May 13, 2011. (See Attachment 1.) On May 19, 2011, the CDE received the Targeted Monitoring Review. (See Attachment 2.) CDE’s initial response, due 30 business days from receipt of the Targeted Monitoring Review, will be provided as an item Addendum.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Any state or local educational agency that does not abide by the mandates or provisions of the ESEA is at risk of losing federal funding.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:
California Department of Education Technical Comments and Edits in Response to the Draft Targeted Monitoring Review of School Improvement Grants (1 Page)
Attachment 2:
May 13, 2011, U.S. Department of Education California Targeted Monitoring Review of School Improvement Grants Under Section 1003(g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 March 7–11, 2011 (21 Pages)
Attachment 3:
The California Department of Education Response to U.S. Department of Education California Targeted Monitoring Review of School Improvement Grants Under Section 1003(g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 March 7–11, 2011, will be provided in an Item Addendum.
California Department of Education Technical Comments and Edits in Response to the Draft Targeted Monitoring Review of School Improvement Grants

In California the state education agency (SEA) is the state board of education, not the department. Therefore, we would like to request that you revise Critical Element 1- Finding (1) on page 17 as follows:

Finding (1): The CDE SEA did not ensure that its application process was carried out consistent with its approved SIG application. The CDE conducted the application review and identified schools to be funded. However, prior to receiving State Board approval the CDE decided to also award funds to LEAs for two additional schools whose review scores were below the cut off score initially needed for approval. The CDE then asked the other LEAs with approvable applications to reduce their budgets by 10 percent in order to ensure that the two additional LEAs could be funded. The SEA directed the CDE to prepare a request for waiver not to carry over the required 25 percent of 2009 SIG funds and to impose a school size funding cap for each school. This allowed all approvable priority one and priority two LEAs to be funded, regardless of application score. The CDE then asked all LEAs with approvable applications to reduce their budgets, not to exceed the school size maximum allocation amount.
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