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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

GENERAL WAIVER REQUEST




First Time Waiver:
__X_

GW-1 (Rev. 10-2-09) 
 http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/lr/wr/

Renewal Waiver:
___

Send Original plus one copy to: 




Send Electronic copy in Word and 


Waiver Office, California Department of Education

back-up material to: waiver@cde.ca.gov


1430 N Street, Suite 5602
Sacramento, CA 95814

	
	CD CODE
	

	308
	7
	6
	8
	2
	1
	3

	Local educational agency:

Mountain Empire Unified School District for

Potrero  Elementary      
	Contact name and Title:

Barbara Cowling, Categorical Director
	Contact person’s e-mail address:

bcowling@meusd.k12.ca.us

	Address:                                         (City)                              (State)                        (ZIP)

3291 Buckman Springs Road,      Pine Valley,     Ca                     91962

                                                                                                 
	Phone (and extension, if necessary):

 (619) 445-2126
Fax Number:  (619) 445-2126

	Period of request:  (month/day/year)

From:  8/1/2010         To:  6/30/2012
	Local board approval date: (Required)12/13/11
    
	Date of public hearing:  (Required)

12/13/11
 

	LEGAL CRITERIA

	1. Under the general waiver authority of Education Code 33050-33053, the particular Education Code 
 to be waived (number):  EC 52055.740 Part 5 regarding API Growth Targets requirements under the Quality Education Investment Act, that the school will meet  the growth target by the end of the school year 2011-2012.
.              Circle One:  EC  or  CCR

   Topic of the waiver:  

	2. If this is a renewal of a previously approved waiver, please list Waiver Number:   _____  and date of SBE Approval______ 

    Renewals of waivers must be submitted two months before the active waiver expires.

	3. Collective bargaining unit information. Does the district have any employee bargaining units? __ No  _X_ Yes   If yes, 

     please complete required information below:

    Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s):           12/1/11
    Name of bargaining unit and representative(s) consulted:       Mari Mann     

    The position(s) of the bargaining unit(s):  __  Neutral   _X_  Support  __ Oppose (Please specify why) 

    Comments (if appropriate):  The representative supports keeping the QEIA grant as it has improved the scores at Potrero School.
    

	4. Public hearing requirement:  A public hearing is not simply a board meeting, but a properly noticed public hearing held

    during a board meeting at which time the public may testify on the waiver proposal. Distribution of local board agenda does 

    not constitute notice of a public hearing. Acceptable ways to advertise include: (1) print a notice that includes the time, 

    date, location, and subject of the hearing in a newspaper of general circulation; or (2) in small school districts, post a formal 

    notice at each school and three public places in the district.

    How was the required public hearing advertised?

    ___ Notice in a newspaper   _X__ Notice posted at each school   ___ Other: (Please specify)  

	5. Advisory committee or school site councils. Please identify the council(s) or committee that reviewed this waiver:  
        Date the committee/council reviewed the waiver request:   December  7,  2011
        Were there any objection(s)?  No _X_    Yes ___    (If there were objections please specify)  


CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

GENERAL WAIVER REQUEST

GW-1 (10-2-09)
	6. Education Code or California Code of Regulations section to be waived. If the request is to waive a portion of a section, type the text of the pertinent sentence of the law, or those exact phrases requested to be waived (use a strike out key). 

following program requirements by the school by the end of the third full 
year of fundi ng: 

  (5) Exceed the API growth target for the school averaged over the first three full years of funding. Beginning in the fifth year of participation, funded schools shall meet their annual API growth targets. If the school fails to meet its annual growth target, the school shall continue to receive funding pursuant to this article, but shall be subject to state review, assistance, and timeline requirements pursuant to the HPSGP under Section 52055.650. The school site administrator shall not automatically be reassigned based solely on that failure.

(b) For each funded school, the county superintendent of schools for the county in which the school is located shall annually review the school and its data to determine if the school has met all of the following interim requirements:

(1) Be at least one-third of the way toward meeting each of the program requirements specified in paragraphs (1) to (5), inclusive, of subdivision (a) by the end of the first full year of funding.

(2) Be at least two-thirds of the way toward meeting each of the program requirements specified in paragraphs (1) to (5), inclusive, of subdivision (a) by the end of the second full year of funding, and achieve full implementation by the end of the third full year and for each year thereafter.


	7. Desired outcome/rationale. Describe briefly the circumstances that brought about the request and why the waiver is necessary to achieve improved student performance and/or streamline or facilitate local agency operations. If more space is needed, please attach additional pages.

Potrero School is a small, rural school five miles from the border of Tecate, Mexico.  The location of the school and other unique circumstances should make our school eligible for a waiver for the API requirement.
In the 2009-2010 Mountain Empire Unified School District decided to disband the middle school. The seventh grade students remained at their elementary school and the following school year, the eighth grade students remained at the elementary school.  This action was decided on because Mountain Empire’s middle school was in its seventh year of Program Improvement.  It was felt that the students would perform better if they remained at their elementary school.
Also, there has been an influx of Spanish speaking students.  The close proximity to Mexico and the political climate of Mexico is driving American citizens living in Mexico to move to the United States.  These families have close ties to their extended family in Mexico.  The scores of these children have made making the API progress for the school very challenging.
Furthermore, Potrero School has experienced a constant move of students from Potrero to other schools.  Some of this is because Potrero is in Program Improvement and the district offers bussing to other sites.  Also, there is “white flight” due to the incoming Spanish speaking students, making the English speakers a minority.  Another reason for the change in population is the economic climate of the United States.  Families are moving into more populated areas to obtain social services, move closer to work and closer to industry and shopping because they can no longer afford to live so far from town.
Attached to this waiver, you will find data on Potrero School.  

Attachment A: The top group of students is the California API scores for Potrero.  The middle groups are students who either started the school late or left before the school year ended.  The bottom group of students are the students who were continuously enrolled for three years; only 79.  

Attachment B:  This chart is very difficult to read.  The number of students tested is small and one or two students can have great impact on scores.  The one year, where there was significant increase in scores was the year the QEIA API benchmarks were set. It is nearly impossible to compare the scores from these early years to present scores because less than 100 students were consistently enrolled at Potrero, the seventh and eighth grade students were added and many students either enrolled late or left the school after testing; not enrolled for the entire year.

 What is apparent is that the scores have improved over time, and this is due to the QEIA funding, which has provided teachers to support this small school of English learners. 
This school has had unique societal factors that have impacted it, yet the API at Potrero climbed every year except one.  I am asking that the State Board of Education consider these factors and grant a waiver to Potrero School so the school can continue to benefit from these funds. 



	8. Demographic Information: 

(Mountain Empire Unified School District/Potrero School /QEIA) has a student population of 265 and is located in a rural area  in San Diego County five miles north of Tecate, Mexico and approximately 40 miles from San Diego.


	Is this waiver associated with an apportionment related audit penalty? (per EC 41344)    No (    Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 

(If yes, please attach explanation or copy of audit finding)

Has there been a Categorical Program Monitoring (CPM) finding on this issue? No (     Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 

(If yes, please attach explanation or copy of CPM  finding)                                                                                                                                                                                                      

	District or County Certification – I hereby certify that the information provided on this application is correct and complete.



	Signature of Superintendent or Designee:


	Title:

Superintendent

	Date:

12/13/11

	FOR CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION USE ONLY

	Staff Name (type or print):


	Staff Signature:


	Date:



	Unit Manager (type or print):


	Unit Manager Signature:

 
	Date:



	Division Director (type or print):


	Division Director Signature:

 
	Date:



	Deputy (type or print):


	Deputy Signature:


	Date:




Attachment A
Potrero School API Report

	
	2009 
	2010 
	09-10 Change
	2011 
	10-11 Change
	Total Change

	
	N
	API
	N
	API
	#
	N
	API
	#
	#
	%

	All students “continuously enrolled” for a school yeara
	130
	707
	159
	710
	+3
	182
	725
	+15
	+18
	2.5%

	All students NOT “continuously enrolled” for a school yearb
	20
	572
	29
	633
	+61
	28
	579
	-54
	+7
	1.2%

	All students “continuously enrolled” for 3 school yearsc
	79
	702
	79
	703
	+1
	79
	739
	+36
	+37
	5.0%


a This group of students consists of a “panel” cohort, or a group of students from year to year that includes some matched students over time plus other students who enter the panel (like new students or new 2nd grade students each year). This group also loses members (e.g., when 6th grade students move onto middle school). This group is the same group the State uses to calculate API.

b This group of students consists of a completely different set of students each year. These are the students the district has labeled “CBEDS NO,” or those students who were enrolled after the first Wednesday in October or dis-enrolled prior to the first day of testing for a given year.

c This group consists of a “matched” cohort of students, or a group of the SAME students over 3 consecutive years (e.g., students in grade 2 in 2009 are the same students in grade 3 for 2010 and grade 4 for 2011). No new students enter this cohort and all students must have 3 years of scores to participate in the cohort.

Attachment B
Potrero School API Report

	
	2007
	2008
	07-08 Change
	2009 
	08-09 Change
	2010 
	09-10 

Change
	2011 
	10-11 

Change
	Total Change

	
	N
	API
	N
	API
	#
	N
	API
	#
	N
	API
	#
	N
	API
	#
	#
	%

	All students “continuously enrolled” for a school yeara
	109
	755
	92
	756
	+1
	130
	707
	-49
	159
	710
	+3
	182
	725
	+15
	-30
	-3.9%

	All students NOT “continuously enrolled” for a school yearb
	6
	661
	13
	596
	-65
	20
	572
	-24
	29
	633
	+61
	28
	579
	-54
	-82
	-12.5%

	All students “consecutively enrolled” for 3 school years or morec
	*
	*
	72
	725
	NA
	79
	702
	-23
	79
	703
	+1
	79
	739
	+36
	14
	1.9%


a This group of students consists of a “panel” cohort, or a group of students from year to year that includes some matched students over time plus other students who enter the panel (like new students or new 2nd grade students each year). This group also loses members (e.g., when 6th grade students move onto middle school). This group is the same group the State uses to calculate API.
b This group of students consists of a completely different set of students each year. These are the students the district has labeled “CBEDS NO,” or those students who were enrolled after the first Wednesday in October or dis-enrolled prior to the first day of testing for a given year.
c This group consists of a “matched” cohort of students, or a group of the SAME students over 3 consecutive years (e.g., students in grade 2 in 2009 are the same students in grade 3 for 2010 and grade 4 for 2011). No new students enter this cohort and all students must have 3 years of scores to participate in the cohort.
* Potrero had no students for 5 consecutive years because it was an elementary (K-5) school and students are only tested in grades 2-5 (four years).  District-wide Mountain Empire (host district) had 22 students for 5 or more consecutive years.
