Agenda Item Memorandum

History–Social Science Subject Matter Committee

Page 2 of 2


	Instructional Quality Commission

	IQC-001 (03/2012)

	

	

	State of California
	Instructional Quality Commission

	
	

	AGENDA ITEM memorandum

	

	Date:
	May 4, 2016


	TO:

VIA:
	Bill Honig, History–Social Science Subject Matter Committee Chair
Members, History–Social Science Subject Matter Committee
Cynthia Gunderson, Administrator
Curriculum Frameworks Unit


	FROM:
	Kenneth McDonald, Consultant

	
	Curriculum Frameworks Unit



	SUBJECT:
	History–Social Science Subject Matter Committee Agenda Items

	Item 4:  History–Social Science Subject Matter Committee

A.  2017 History–Social Science Instructional Materials Adoption
The California Constitution, Article 9, Section 7.5, directs the SBE to adopt instructional materials for grades one through eight, with kindergarten included via statute. An instructional materials adoption is a multi-step process involving actions by SBE-appointed reviewers, the Instructional Quality Commission (IQC), and the SBE. The adoption process is established by state statutes and regulations that support the goals of transparency and fairness in the process and the involvement of teachers and other educators in the review of instructional materials.

At the May IQC meeting, the HSS SMC will make recommendations to the IQC on the schedule of significant events (timeline) and the application form for instructional material reviewers (IMRs) and content review experts (CREs). The IQC will then take action to recommend each of these documents to the SBE for action at its July 2016 meeting.

1. Schedule of Significant Events (Timeline) (Information/Action)
The Schedule of Significant Events (Attachment 1) lays out a timeline for the 2017 history–social science instructional materials adoption. It begins with the adoption of evaluation criteria by the SBE in May 2016 and ends with the SBE adoption of instructional materials in November 2017. The dates on this timeline are based on the requirements in the California Code of Regulations, Title 5 (Education).

Important dates for the HSS SMC and the IQC include:

· November 2016, the IQC recommends reviewers to the SBE and approves training materials
· April 2017, IQC members participate in the reviewer training 

· July 2017, IQC members facilitate the deliberations

· September 2017, the IQC recommends instructional materials for adoption to the SBE

The reviewer training and the deliberations will take place in Sacramento. They involve not only IQC members, but also many volunteer reviewers, publishers and producers of instructional materials, and CFIRD staff. In addition, members of the public participate by attending the meetings and offering public comment on the adoption process.

2. Application for Instructional Materials Reviewers (IMR) and Content Review Experts (CRE) (Information/Action)
The recruitment period for instructional materials reviewers (IMRs) and content review experts (CRE) must be at least 90 days. Recruitment will begin in mid-July and continue to mid-October. The majority of IMRs must be current kindergarten through grade twelve classroom teachers, and the CREs must have a doctorate degree in history or a related subject.

The number of reviewers who are necessary depends on the number of instructional programs submitted for review. Generally review panels consist of eight to ten IMRs and one CRE. After the reviewer training in April 2017, the reviewers will spend many hours in the spring and summer doing their independent review of the instructional materials assigned to their panel, and then come together as a group to deliberate in July 2017.

The application will be posted online at the California Department of Education Web site. The questions on the application form (Attachment 2) are designed to provide information about the applicant’s instructional experience, expertise, and credentials. Applicants must have the approval of their supervisor to apply. Outreach to stakeholder groups helps ensure that the reviewers represent a broad range of diverse knowledge and experience.

B.  Other Matters/Public Comment
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