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	SUBJECT

Petition for the Establishment of a Charter School Under the Oversight of the State Board of Education: Consideration of Prepa Tec Los Angeles High School which was denied by the Los Angeles Unified School District and the Los Angeles County Board of Education. 
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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE
On March 10, 2015, the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) voted to deny the petition of Prepa Tec Los Angeles High School (PTLAHS) by a vote of seven to zero. On May 19, 2015, the Los Angeles County Board of Education (LACBE) voted to deny the petition on appeal by a vote of seven to zero.
Pursuant to California Education Code (EC) Section 47605(j), petitioners for a charter school that have been denied at the local level may petition the State Board of Education (SBE) for approval of the charter, subject to certain conditions. 
PROPOSED RECOMMENDATION

The California Department of Education (CDE) proposes to recommend that the SBE hold a public meeting regarding the petition, and thereafter to conditionally approve, with two conditions and eight technical amendments, the request to establish PTLAHS under the oversight of the SBE, based on the CDE’s findings pursuant to EC sections 47605(b)(2) and California Code of Regulations, Title 5 (5 CCR) Section 11967.5 that the petitioner is likely to successfully implement the program set forth in the petition. The PTLAHS petition is consistent with sound educational practice. Inherent to this recommendation, the CDE proposes the following conditions: (1) PTLAHS must revise its petition, Element 4 – Governance, to reflect that the three parent representative Board members, which shall include a PTLAHS parent, are each active with a current membership term; (2) PTLAHS must revise its petition to include a comprehensive description of a school site council (SCS) including the composition, role, and responsibilities of an SCS. The CDE will conduct a pre-opening site visit at least 30 days prior to the scheduled opening date. Written authorization from the CDE would be required prior to the operation of any additional facility.
BRIEF ANALYSIS OF THE ISSUE
PTLAHS submitted a petition on appeal to the CDE on October 15, 2015. 
The PTLAHS petition asserts that the mission is to provide a world-class education to every pupil through an inquiry and investigation school model that will prepare pupils to meet the challenges of a global 21st century. 
The petitioner proposes to serve approximately 168 pupils in grade nine for the first year of operation (2016–17) and expand to 672 pupils in grade nine through grade twelve by the fifth year of operation (2020–21). PTLAHS will predominantly serve the low-income Latino communities of Southeast Los Angeles, including Watts, South Gate, Walnut Park, Cudahy, and Huntington Park. PTLAHS will be operated by Alta Public Schools (APS), which is a private non-profit public benefit corporation that began in January 2008. Currently APS operates two charter schools authorized by LAUSD: Academia Moderna and Prepa Tec Middle School.
In considering the PTLAHS petition, CDE reviewed the following:

· The PTLAHS petition and appendices (Attachments 3 and 5)
· Educational and demographic data of schools where pupils would otherwise be required to attend (Attachment 2)
· The PTLAHS budget and financial projections (Attachment 4)
· Description of changes to the petition necessary to reflect the SBE as the authorizing entity (Attachment 6)
· Board agendas, minutes, and findings from LAUSD and LACBE regarding the denial of the PTLAHS petition, along with the petitioner’s responses to the LAUSD and LACBE findings (Attachment 7)
On March 10, 2015, the LAUSD denied the PTLAHS petition based on the following findings (pp. 33–36, Attachment 1):
· The petitioner is demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement the program set forth in the petition. 
· The petition does not contain reasonably comprehensive descriptions of all required elements. 
On May 19, 2015, the LACBE denied the PTLAHS petition on appeal based on the following findings (pp. 37–42, Attachment 1):
· The petitioners are demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement the proposed educational program.

· The petition does not contain a reasonably comprehensive description of all required elements.

· The petition does not satisfy all the required assurances of EC sections 47605(c), 47605(e) through 47605(j), 47605(l), and 47605(m).

Additionally, the LACBE noted the following: 

· The petition provides a sound educational program for pupils to be enrolled in the school.

· The petition contains the required number of signatures.

· The petition does contain an affirmation of all specified assurances.

The CDE has conducted a thorough analysis and does not concur with the findings of LAUSD and LACBE. The information in this item provides the analysis that CDE has been able to complete to date with the available information. 

Pursuant to EC sections 47605(b)(1), 47605(b)(2), 47605(b)(5), and 5 CCR Section 11967.5.1, a charter petition must provide a reasonably comprehensive description of multiple required elements (p. 2, Attachment 1).
Educational Program

While the PTLAHS petition presents a reasonably comprehensive description of the educational program for low-achieving pupils and pupils with disabilities, the petition does not describe a specific program for high-achieving pupils. Additionally, the petition needs to be revised to address the English learner (EL) reclassification process, to include a description of specific program placement for ELs, and a system to monitor and track ELs for a minimum of two years. Finally, the petition does not include specific annual goals or actions to achieve goals for each subgroup of pupils identified pursuant to EC Section 52052, for each of the applicable eight state priorities identified in EC Section 52060(d). The PTLAHS petition only includes annual goals and specific actions schoolwide and for ELs (Attachment 3). The CDE has written technical amendments to address these concerns.
Budget

The CDE reviewed the PTLAHS budget and multi-year fiscal plan and concludes that PTLAHS is likely able to successfully implement a fiscal plan that is sustainable and fiscally viable with projected enrollment of 168, 336, and 504 with ending fund balances of $150,686, $629,660, and $1,171,045 in its first three years of operation, respectively.
The PTLAHS petition provides an adequate description of 8 of the 16 elements, while 7 elements require a technical amendment and one requirement is listed as a no.  Additional information and amendments to the petition would be needed if it is approved as an SBE-authorized charter school. These amendments are due to the change in authorizer, or to strengthen or clarify elements for monitoring and accountability purposes. 

The PTLAHS petition addresses the requirements of EC Section 47605(b)(ii), including a description of the PTLAHS annual goals, for all pupils (i.e. schoolwide) identified pursuant to EC Section 52052, for each of the applicable state priorities identified in EC Section 52060(d), and a description of the specific annual actions the PTLAHS will take to achieve each of the identified annual goals. However, the CDE recommends a technical amendment to include annual goals and actions for each subgroup of pupils identified pursuant to EC Section 52052. 

The CDE finds that the petitioner is demonstrably likely to implement the program set forth in the petition and that the PTLAHS petition provides a reasonably comprehensive description for some of the required elements, while others require a technical amendment pursuant to EC Section 47605(b)(5). 

A detailed analysis of the review of the entire PTLAHS petition is provided in Attachment 1.
ATTACHMENT(S)

Attachment 1:
California Department of Education Charter School Petition Review Form: Prepa Tec Los Angeles High School (42 Pages)

Attachment 2:
Prepa Tec Los Angeles High School Data Tables (7 Pages)

Attachment 3:
Prepa Tec Los Angeles High School Appeal Petition (221 Pages)

Attachment 4:
Prepa Tec Los Angeles High School Budget and Financial Projections


(170 Pages)

Attachment 5:
Prepa Tec Los Angeles High School Appendices and Attachments


(236 Pages)

Attachment 6:
Letter Describing Changes to Petition Necessary to Reflect the State Board of Education as the Authorizing Entity (18 Pages)

Attachment 7: 
Los Angeles Unified School District and Los Angeles County Board of Education Findings for Denial and Petitioner’s Responses (137 Pages)
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