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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE
Barack Obama Charter School (BOCS) is currently a State Board of Education (SBE)-authorized charter school, with a charter term that expires on June 30, 2014.
Pursuant to California Education Code (EC) Section 47605(k)(3), which requires an SBE-authorized charter to submit a renewal petition to the authority that originally denied the charter, BOCS submitted a renewal petition to Compton Unified School District (CUSD) on June 21, 2013. CUSD took no action within 60 days as outlined in EC 47605(b). As a result, BOCS resubmitted the petition to CUSD in October 2013. CUSD denied the renewal on November 12, 2013, by a vote of five to one.
If a governing board of a school district denies a renewal petition for an SBE-authorized charter school, EC Section 47605(k)(3) permits the charter school to submit the renewal petition directly to the SBE. Therefore, the petitioners were not required to submit its appeal to a county office of education.
PROPOSED RECOMMENDATION

The California Department of Education (CDE) proposes to recommend that the SBE hold a public hearing and approve the BOCS charter for a five-year term effective July 1, 2014, through June 30, 2019. 
BRIEF ANALYSIS OF THE ISSUE
BOCS submitted its renewal petition to the CDE on December 1, 2013, after being denied by CUSD. 

The mission of BOCS is to provide individual learning approaches for each student. Students are evaluated extensively to adequately address individual education needs. Early in the school year, a personalized approach is adopted towards supporting each student. While incorporating data from testing and assessments, each student works collaboratively with a teacher in an effort to specify goals for meeting or moving beyond the standards. 

The petitioner currently operates under SBE authorization and is located in Compton, California. The school serves students in kindergarten through grade six and its 2012–13 Growth Academic Performance Index (API) is 755. 

On November 12, 2013, CUSD denied the renewal petition based on the following four findings:
· The petition presents an unsound educational program.
· The petitioners are demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement the program as set forth in the petition.
· The petition does not contain the number of signatures required.
· The petition fails to provide a reasonably comprehensive description of the 16 required elements.
CDE has conducted a thorough analysis and does not concur with the findings presented by CUSD. Refer to Attachment 1.  

In considering the BOCS charter petition, the CDE staff reviewed the following:

· The BOCS petition and appendixes (Attachments 3 and 5)

· The BOCS budget information (Attachment 4)

· Educational and demographic data of schools where pupils would otherwise be required to attend (Attachment 2)
· Board agendas, minutes, and findings from the CUSD regarding the denial of the BOCS petition, along with the petitioners’ response to CUSD (Attachment 6)

Senate Bill 1290 amended EC sections 47605, 47605.6, and 47607 beginning January 1, 2013. In part, this law requires that charter school authorizers consider increase in pupil 
academic achievement for all subgroups served by the charter school as the most important factor in determining whether to renew or revoke a charter school. 
Before it can be considered for renewal, a charter school that has been in operation for four years shall meet at least one of five criteria outlined in EC Section 47607(b). BOCS has met three of the five criteria as follows: 
Requirement 1:
Attained its API growth target in the prior year or in two of the last three years, or in the aggregate for the prior three years. 

Met: BOCS has attained its API growth target in the 2011–12 school year. 
Requirement 2:
Ranked in deciles 4 to 10, inclusive, on the API in the prior year or in two of the last three years.


Not Met: Over the last three years BOCS did not meet the criteria. BOCS attained an API decile rank of 2 for the 2011–12 academic year and an API decile rank of 1 for academic years 2010–11 and 2009–10.
Requirement 3:
Ranked in deciles 4 to 10, inclusive, on the API for a demographically comparable school API in the prior year or in two of the last three years.

Met: During the 2011–12 school year, the API decile rank for a demographically comparable school was 5.

Requirement 4:
The entity that granted the charter determines that the academic performance of the charter school is at least equal to the academic performance of the public schools pupils that the charter school pupils would otherwise have been required to attend, as well as the academic performance of the schools in the school district in which the charter school is located, taking into account the composition of the pupil population that is served at the charter school.
Met: BOCS is a neighborhood school that borders CUSD and Los Angeles Unified School District. BOCS serves students at risk and those who have been underserved by the traditional public school system. The CDE has determined that the academic performance of BOCS is at least equal to the academic performance of the public schools pupils would otherwise have been required to attend, as well as the academic performance of the schools in the school district in which the charter school is located (Attachment 2) 
Requirement 5:
Has qualified for an alternative accountability system pursuant to subdivision (h) of EC section 52052.


Not Applicable: BOCS does not qualify for an alternative accountability system.    
BOCS has a record of educational, financial, and governance success. The five-year financial plan projects steady enrollment growth. CDE staff reviewed audited financial data from the 2012–13 audit report that reflected an unqualified status with a funding balance of $536,196 and a reserve designated for economic uncertainty of 21 percent. 

The projected financial plan for BOCS is fiscally sustainable. The CDE concludes that the charter’s multiyear financial plan does provide for projected operating surpluses, increasing positive fund balances and adequate reserves.

BOCS was not required to comply with EC Section 47605(b)(ii), which requires a charter petition to state the annual goals for all pupils identified pursuant to EC Section 52052, to be achieved in the state priorities, as described in EC Section 52060, because the petition was submitted to the local school district prior to the effective date of these statutes. Refer to Attachment 1 for an explanation of this requirement. 
The CDE finds that the BOCS charter petitioners present a sound educational program, are likely to successfully implement the program set forth in the petition, and the petition contains a reasonably comprehensive description of the 16 charter elements pursuant to EC Section 47605(b)(5). Attachment 1 summarizes the CDE staff review of the charter petition when evaluated against the 16 required elements for renewal. 
ATTACHMENT(S)

Attachment 1:  California Department of Education Charter School Petition Review Form:       
                         Barack Obama Charter School (35 pages)
Attachment 2:  Barack Obama Charter School Data Tables (7 pages)
Attachment 3:  Barack Obama Charter School Renewal Petition (106 pages)
Attachment 4:  Barack Obama Charter School Budget and Financial Projections (11 pages)
Attachment 5:  Appendix and Attachments to Barack Obama Charter School Petition
                        (131 Pages)

Attachment 6:  Compton Unified School District Findings and Petitioner’s Responses 
                        (27 pages)
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