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JUNE 2016 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Ross Valley Charter: Consider a Material Revision of the Charter to Change from Opening in 2016–17 to 2017–18.

	
	Action

	
	
	Information

	
	
	


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE
Ross Valley Charter (RVC), a State Board of Education (SBE)-authorized charter school, requests a material revision of its charter from opening in the 2016–17 school year to the 2017–18 school year (Attachment 1).
PROPOSED RECOMMENDATION

The California Department of Education (CDE) proposes to recommend that the SBE hold a public hearing regarding the petition, and thereafter to approve, with five technical amendments, the request for a material revision to the RVC charter petition from opening in the 2016–17 school year to the 2017–18 school year. The CDE will conduct a pre-opening site visit at least 30 days prior to the scheduled opening date. Written authorization from the CDE would be required prior to the operation of any additional facility.
BRIEF ANALYSIS OF THE ISSUE
The SBE approved RVC on January 14, 2016, for a five-year term. The school site was undetermined within the Ross Valley School District (RVSD) boundaries in San Anselmo, California or Fairfax, California. 

On April 13, 2016, RVC submitted a request for a material revision to its charter requesting to open in 2017–18 (Attachment 1). RVC may not be able to secure a facility and make necessary improvements and regulatory approvals by the operational date of September 30, 2016, as required by the State Board of Education Standard Conditions on Opening and Operational Date (Attachment 5).
In considering the request for a material revision, the CDE reviewed the following:

· The RVC petition and appendices (Attachments 3 and 5)
· Educational and demographic data of schools where pupils would otherwise be required to attend (Attachment 2)
· The RVC budget and financial projections (Attachment 4)
Pursuant to California Education Code (EC) sections 47605(b)(1), 47605(b)(2), 47605(b)(5), and California Code of Regulations, Title 5 (5 CCR) Section 11967.5.1, a charter petition must provide a reasonably comprehensive description of multiple required elements (Attachment 1).
The CDE proposes to recommend that the SBE approve the request for a material revision of the RVC charter, with the recommended technical amendments, for the following reasons: 

· RVC provides pupils with a sound educational program that emphasizes deep inquiry and exploration, hands-on, immersion-based experiences, and active learning-by-doing approaches. RVC is based on the practices and experiences of the RVSD Multi-Age Program.
· The RVC budget projections for revenues, expenditures, and fund balances appear sufficient. The CDE concludes that the RVC multi-year budget appears to be fiscally viable, with a positive ending fund balance and adequate reserves.
· RVC has submitted all required documentation to the CDE including, but not limited to, compliance documents and budget reports.
The CDE finds that the RVC material revision to the RVC petition meets the standards and criteria in EC Section 47605 with the required technical amendments.
ATTACHMENT(S)

Attachment 1:
California Department of Education Charter School Petition Review Form: Ross Valley Charter School (39 Pages)

Attachment 2:
Ross Valley Charter School Data Tables (7 Pages)

Attachment 3:
Ross Valley Charter School Material Revision Petition (199 Pages)

Attachment 4:
Ross Valley Charter School Budget and Financial Projections


(13 Pages)

Attachment 5:
Ross Valley Charter School Appendices and Attachments


(150 Pages)
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