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	SUBJECT

Wei Yu International Charter School: Consider a Material Revision of the Charter to Change from Opening in 2016–17 to 2017–18.
	
	Action

	
	
	Information

	
	
	


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE

Wei Yu International Charter School (WYICS), a State Board of Education (SBE)-authorized charter school, requests a material revision of its charter to change from opening in the 2016–17 school year to the 2017–18 school year (Attachment 1).

PROPOSED RECOMMENDATION

The California Department of Education (CDE) proposes to recommend that the SBE hold a public hearing regarding the petition, and thereafter approve, with nine technical amendments, the request for a material revision to the WYICS petition to change from opening in the 2016–17 school year to the 2017–18 school year. Inherent in this recommendation, the CDE proposes the following technical amendment: WYICS will provide the CDE with the WYICS Board-approved revised budget projections on or before April 1, 2017, to address each of the revenue and expenditures concerns as noted in the CDE analysis comments for Ability to Successfully Implement the Intended Program (Attachment 1). Additionally, the revised WYICS budget must include budget narrative and assumptions covering the four remaining years of the charter term (Fiscal Years [FYs] 2016–17 through 2019–2020), updated location of the WYICS facility in the Moreland School District (MSD), updated expenditures for this facility, and an accompanying WYICS Board-approved and signed lease agreement for this facility in MSD.
The CDE will conduct a pre-opening site visit at least 30 days prior to the scheduled opening date. Written authorization from the CDE would be required prior to the operation of any additional facility. 

BRIEF ANALYSIS OF THE ISSUE

WYICS was approved by the SBE on May 6, 2015, for a five-year term from July 1, 2015, through June 30, 2020. The 2015–16 school year was a planning year, and WYICS was scheduled to open in 2016–17 in the MSD boundaries. The SBE Meeting Final Minutes for May 6–7, 2015, can be found on the SBE Minutes Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/mt/ms/documents/finalminutes0607may2015.doc.

On April 15, 2016, WYICS submitted a request for a material revision to its charter proposing to delay opening until 2017–18 due to difficulties in securing facilities. (Attachment 1)

In considering the request for a material revision, CDE reviewed the following:

· The WYICS petition and appendices (Attachments 3 and 5)

· Educational and demographic data of schools where pupils would otherwise be required to attend (Attachment 2)

· The WYICS budget and financial projections (Attachment 4)

Additionally, CDE reviewed the revised multi-year budget that WYICS submitted on 
May 12, 2016.

Pursuant to California Education Code (EC) sections 47605(b)(1), 47605(b)(2), 47605(b)(5) and 5 California Code of Regulations, Title 5 (5 CCR) Section 11967.5.1, a charter petition must provide a reasonably comprehensive description of multiple required elements (Attachment 1).

The CDE finds that the WYICS petition provides an adequate description for some of the required elements, while some of the elements require a technical amendment and are identified by a “*Yes,” and others are indicated by a “**Yes.” (Attachment 1). 

The CDE proposes to recommend that the SBE approve the request for a material revision of the WYICS charter, with the required technical amendments for the following reasons:

· WYICS proposes to provide pupils with an educational model that will integrate language immersion, socio-emotional learning, and California standards-aligned curriculum that includes the Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics (STEAM) framework via project-based learning, ensuring that pupils are prepared to excel and prosper in the 21st century.
· WYICS has submitted all required documentation to the CDE including, but not limited to, compliance documents, and budget reports.
Budget

The CDE reviewed the revised WYICS budget and multi-year fiscal plan submitted to the CDE on May 12, 2016. WYICS projected enrollment of 100 pupils, 150 pupils, and 200 pupils with ending fund balances of $78,595, $245, and a negative ending balance of $122,412 in its first three years of operation, respectively. The CDE concludes that the WYICS multi-year projected budget does not provide for projected operating surpluses nor recommended reserves.

The CDE finds that the WYICS material revision petition meets the standards and criteria in EC Section 47605 with the required technical amendments and the proposed condition.
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