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The attached briefing presents the main findings of the 2004 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) Long Term Trend Assessment of Reading and Mathematics. This assessment is designed to provide longitudinal data on the reading and mathematics performance of American students ages nine, 13, and 17. The reading assessment was first conducted in 1971, the mathematics assessment in 1973. This study only provides estimates for the nation as a whole. State scores are not reported as part of this assessment.  The attached briefing summarizes the major results.
Attachment 1:  Briefing on the Results of the 2004 NAEP Long Term Trend 
Assessment in Reading and Mathematics (8 Pages)

California Department of Education

Standards and Assessment Division

Briefing on the Results of the 2004 NAEP Long Term Trend Assessment in Reading and Mathematics
Executive Summary

The National Center for Educational Statistics of the United States Department of Education has released the results of the 2004 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) Long Term Trend assessments. This assessment program provides national estimates of student performance in reading and mathematics for students ages 9, 13, and 17 years old, going back to 1971 in reading, and 1973 in mathematics.  The items have been held relatively consistent over time to allow long-term comparisons. A representative sample of approximately 11,000 students at each age level participated in the assessment. The assessment was last administered in 1999. It is important to remember that no student, school, district or state data (scores) are reported as part of this assessment.  The scale scores on the assessments range from 0 to 500.

Reading Results

Overall Reading Results

· Scores for 9 year-olds in reading have increased 7 points (from 212 to 219) since 1999. This was the highest score for 9 year olds since data collection began. 
· Overall, scores for 13 year-olds in reading were unchanged from 1999. The average scale score of 259 is only four points higher than it was in 1971. 
· Scores for 17 year-olds in reading fell three points, which was not significantly different from 1999, and significantly lower (5 points) than the average score in 1988. 
Reading Results by Ethnicity

Trends in reading scores and score gaps by ethnicity are presented in Figures 1 and 2 of Appendix 1. 

· Students age 9

· White students gained 8 points on the assessment while Hispanic students gained 17 points, narrowing the gap in performance to 18 points. 
· Black students gained 14 points, narrowing the White/Black gap to 26 points. 
· Students age 13

· White students’ average score fell 1 point while Hispanic students’ average fell by two points, widening the gap in performance to 24 points.

· Black students gained 6 points, which was not a significant change from 1999, narrowing the White/Black gap for 13 year olds to 22 points.  This year’s average score for black children was 10 points higher than in 1996, a statistically significant increase.

· Students age 17

· White students lost 2 points (from 295 to 293); black student scores remained unchanged, leaving a White/Black gap of 29 points. 
· The average scale score for Hispanics fell 7 points, resulting in an increase in the White/Hispanic score gap of 5 points to 29 points. 
Reading Results by Gender

· The results for 9 year-olds show a small gender gap, with the average score of boys 5 points lower than the average for girls. 

· The gender gap for the 13 year-olds has narrowed from 12 points to 10 points since 1999.

· The score gap between boys and girls, aged 17, remained unchanged at 13 points. 
Mathematics Results

Overall Mathematics Results
· The average scale score of students, age 9, increased 8 points over 1999 to 241.  This was the highest score ever attained in mathematics by this group.

· The scores of 13 year-olds has increased 5 points since 1999.

· The average scale score of students age 17 decreased 1 point, not significantly different than their average score in 1999

Mathematics Results by Ethnicity

Trends in mathematics scores and score gaps by ethnicity are presented in Figures 3 and 4 of Appendix 1. 

· Students age 9

· White students gained 8 points, while Hispanic students gained 17 points, narrowing the White/Hispanic gap in math to 18 points.

· Black 9 year-olds gained 13 points, narrowing the White/Black score gap to 23 points.

· Students age 13

· White students gained 5 points, while Hispanic students gained 6 points, resulting in a gap of 23 points.

· Black 13 year olds gained 11 points, narrowing the White/Black score gap to 27 points.

· Students age 17

· White students’ scores fell 2 points, while Hispanic students’ scores fell 4 points, widening the score gap to 24 points. 

· Black 17 year- olds gained 2 points, narrowing the White/Black score gap to 28 points.

Mathematics Results by Gender

· The gap between 9 year-old boys and girls was 3 points, not significantly different than in 1999. 
· The gender gap for the 13 year-olds has narrowed from 12 points to 10 points since 1999. 
· The gap between 17 year-old boys and girls was 3 points, not significantly different than in 1999. 
For Additional Information
The complete report on the 2004 NAEP Long Term Trend Assessment including example questions and additional reporting categories is available on the Internet on the website of the National Assessment of Educational progress at: 

http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/

Report prepared by Eric E. Zilbert, California NAEP Coordinator, July 22, 2005
Appendix 1

Trends in Reading and Mathematics Scores and Score Gaps by Ethnicity

Figure 1.  Trends in average reading scale scores and score gaps for White students and Black students ages 9, 13, and 17: 1971–2004
[image: image1.png]Age9
Sealescore

0],

210
230

26
- i 17e 218 218+ 2200 2210 wite
20| e 2070 21" e 2180 17+ 218* 21842200 2L
26 Score gap’

210 -

wo| P I

190 ad

180

170

160
b o N A A R S N S S
3

1971 1975 1980 1984 1988 19901992 19941996 1999 2004

00 Black

Moo

187
Tore 18970 s 185+ 186+




[image: image2.png]sl scre
)
290
20
. 25
0 L o 260 gmge e 262280 265 266 265
Y (B L VS o S e e
22 Scoro gap
, 1 2 2 g B
0 a5 w B a3 b,

2 N I I N N S O
;

1971 1975 1980 1984 1988 19901992 19941996 1999 2004

204




[image: image3.png]Age 17

Sealescore

0],

310
300
200
280
210
260
250
240
230

203 203 295 295 297°297°2%6 395 295
201 23 e

5 20" 29 4030 29 g 29 Score gap'

53 Back

L 266 266 76s 264

g 230

230"

i o I TS TS T e A

1971 1975 1980 1984 1988 19901992 19941996 1999 2004




	* Significantly different from 2004.
1 White average scale score minus Black average scale score..
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), selected years, 1971–2004 Long-Term Trend Reading Assessments.


Figure 2  Trends in average reading scale scores and score gaps for White students and Hispanic students ages 9, 13, and 17: 1971–2004.
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	* Significantly different from 2004.
1 White average scale score minus Hispanic average scale score.
2 Data for Hispanic students are included in the overall national results but not reported as a separate racial/ethnic category in 1971.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), selected years, 1971–2004 Long-Term Trend Reading Assessments.


Figure 3.  Trends in average mathematics scale scores and score gaps for White students and Black students ages 9, 13, and 17: 1973–2004
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	* Significantly different from 2004.
1 White average scale score minus Black average scale score.
NOTE: Dashed lines represent extrapolated data. Score gaps are calculated based on differences between unrounded average scale scores.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), selected years, 1973–2004 Long-Term Trend Mathematics Assessments.


Figure 4.  Trends in average mathematics scale scores and score gaps for White students and Hispanic students ages 9, 13, and 17: 1973–2004
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* Significantly different from 2004.
1 White average scale score minus Hispanic average scale score.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), selected years, 1973–2004 Long-Term Trend Mathematics Assessments.
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