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	Education Code Section 51226 requires the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) to coordinate the development of career technical education (CTE) model curriculum standards for consideration and adoption by the State Board of Education (SBE) by June 2005. Education Code Section 51226.1 mandates the SSPI to develop an accompanying CTE curriculum framework for adoption by the SBE by June 2006.

The SSPI is required to seek advice from a broad range of interested and concerned parties in developing both the model curriculum standards and the curriculum framework, including representatives of business and industry, labor, parents and guardians, the Legislature, secondary education, and postsecondary education. As directed by AB 1412 (Wright), the California Career Technical Education (CCTE) Advisory Group was appointed by the SSPI to provide guidance and input during the developmental process of the CCTE model curriculum standards. The advisory group met three times: October 2003, September 2004, and December 2004. During the December meeting, the advisory group unanimously endorsed the draft of the CCTE model curriculum standards. 

In addition to the advisory group, an extensive public field review process was conducted. Public hearings were conducted in Sacramento (March 2003 and October 2004) and Ontario (November 2004). The public hearings were well attended, with public testimony provided from representatives of Regional Occupational Centers and Programs, postsecondary education, high schools, professional organizations, and business and industry. Special presentations and feedback sessions were held during CTE professional organization workshops and conferences, professional CTE teacher association meetings, and during the High School Summit. A 30-day public field review was conducted with over 400 online surveys completed. A minimum of three additional business representatives, per industry sector, were contacted and provided valued input and validation. The comments gathered during the review process were thoroughly analyzed and, when applicable, incorporated into the standards.

In terms of process, the standards were initially drafted by content development workgroups, which were teams of teachers and business and industry representatives who had been identified as experts in each of the 15 industry sectors. A contractor engaged by the California Department of Education (CDE), the California Institute on Human Services at Sonoma State University, assisted the workgroups and consulted with the CCTE Advisory Group to progressively refine the draft standards based upon the input received (as described above). The effort was guided by a research-based standards development model that used criteria identified by the advisory group. This model, developed by Mid-continent Research for Education and Learning (McREL), incorporates a research-based format for writing content standards and subcomponents. The model also:

· Incorporates both declarative and procedural statements; 

· Focuses on the higher-order declarative statements, often expressed as what the student “understands” or “knows”; and 

· Uses clear, concise statements of both the underlying knowledge and skills and the key, overarching performance requirements, resulting in fewer but more important standards. 

The structural design of the standards follows components identified in the 2000-2004 California State Plan for Vocational and Technical Education in fulfillment of the requirements of the Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Technical Education Act of 1998 P.L. 105-332. The State Plan identifies the 15 highest employing industry sectors within California that provide students with high skill levels, high wages, employment opportunities, and career ladder opportunities.

The CCTE model curriculum standards are divided into 15 industry sectors. Each sector includes foundation standards and career pathway standards. The 11 foundation standards are common across all 15 industry sectors and include essential components that have been identified as fundamental skills and knowledge necessary in preparing all students for college, careers, and citizenship. Foundation Standard 1.0 (Academic) and 2.0 (Communications) incorporate the relevant California State Board adopted Academic Content Standards that individual sectors will integrate, support, and reinforce through application. Each foundation standard has four to six subcomponents that are similar across all sectors, but also have characteristics that are unique to the specific industry sector. 

The career pathway standards and subcomponents are concise statements that reflect the essential knowledge and skills students are expected to master to be successful in the specific career pathway. Pathway standards build upon California’s rigorous academic content standards and incorporate guidance provided by business and industry representatives. Each career pathway is comprised of three to twelve standards, with two to six subcomponents per standard.

The intent of the CCTE model curriculum standards is to engage secondary students in a rigorous, dynamic, and seamless learning experience resulting in their mastery of the career and academic knowledge and skills necessary to become productive contributing members of society.

Following adoption of the CCTE model curriculum standards, development of the CCTE framework will begin. The framework will provide a blueprint on which districts can build course sequences and organize instruction to give every child the opportunity to meet or exceed the standards. It will guide the implementation of the standards through discussions of equity, articulation, sequence, and scope.
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