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House Resolution (HR) 3288, the Consolidated Appropriations Act, was signed into law December 2009. This fiscal year (FY) 2010 omnibus appropriations act will fund the United States Department of Education (ED), among other agencies, a new $250 million comprehensive literacy initiative for one year while congress works on legislation to establish a comprehensive literacy program (H.R. 4037 and Senate Bill 2740). 
While details about the new program are in the early stages of development, the initiative will help struggling students from pre-kindergarten through grade twelve to build their literacy skills and will improve the integration of reading initiatives across the ED. The federal legislation requires ED to fund competitive grants to states, who will then sub-grant the funds to local educational agencies (LEAs) and early childhood providers. States must provide 15 percent of funds for early childhood, 40 percent for kindergarten through grade five (K-5) and 40 percent for grades six through twelve (6-12). The draft application for states to apply is going through the Office of Management and Budget Paperwork Clearance process, and was available for public comment until late May. As a first step, there will be $10 million in formula funding available to state educational agencies (SEAs) around early fall. The estimated allocation for California is $727,892. These funds must be used to establish and manage a State Literacy Team and to support the development and implementation of a comprehensive state literacy plan serving children from birth through grade twelve. It is the intention of the CDE to provide the leadership necessary to facilitate the team.
The remainder of the funds, $240,000,000, will be distributed to SEAs on a competitive basis in spring 2011. Information regarding this program will soon be on the ED Web site at http://www.ed.gov (Outside Source). The CDE is looking forward to beginning preliminary work with State Board of Education staff on this task. 
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H. R. 3288

One Hundred Eleventh Congress

of the

United States of America

AT THE FIRST SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Tuesday,

the sixth day of January, two thousand and nine

An Act
Making appropriations for the Departments of Transportation, and Housing and

Urban Development, and related agencies for the fiscal year ending September

30, 2010, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of

the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Consolidated Appropriations

Act, 2010’’.

SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS.

The table of contents of this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title.

Sec. 2. Table of contents.

Sec. 3. References.

Sec. 4. Statement of appropriations.

DIVISION A—TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT,

AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2010

Title I—Department of Transportation

Title II—Department of Housing and Urban Development

Title III—Related agencies

Title IV—General provisions—This Act

DIVISION B—COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE, AND RELATED AGENCIES

APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2010

Title I—Department of Commerce

Title II—Department of Justice

Title III—Science

Title IV—Related agencies

Title V—General provisions

DIVISION C—FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT

APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2010

Title I—Department of the Treasury

Title II—Executive Office of the President and funds appropriated to the President

Title III—The judiciary

Title IV—District of Columbia

Title V—Independent agencies

Title VI—General provisions—This Act

Title VII—General provisions—Government-wide

Title VIII—General provisions—District of Columbia

DIVISION D—DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR, HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES,

AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2010

Title I—

H. R. 3288—227

Provided further, That $250,000,000 shall

be available under section 1502 of the ESEA for a comprehensive

literacy development and education program to advance literacy

skills, including pre-literacy skills, reading, and writing, for students

from birth through grade 12, including limited-English-proficient

students and students with disabilities, of which one-half

of 1 percent shall be reserved for the Secretary of the Interior

for such a program at schools funded by the Bureau of Indian

Education, one-half of 1 percent shall be reserved for grants to

the outlying areas for such a program, $10,000,000 shall be reserved

for formula grants to States based on each State’s relative share

of funds under part A of title I of the ESEA for fiscal year 2009

(excluding funds awarded under the American Recovery and

Reinvestment Act of 2009), except that no State shall receive less

than $150,000, to establish or support a State Literacy Team with

expertise in literacy development and education for children from

birth through grade 12 to assist the State in developing a comprehensive

literacy plan, up to 5 percent may be reserved for

national activities, and the remainder shall be used to award

competitive grants to State educational agencies for such a program,

of which a State educational agency may reserve up to 5 percent

for State leadership activities, including technical assistance and

training, data collection, reporting, and administration, and shall

subgrant not less than 95 percent to local educational agencies

or, in the case of early literacy, to local educational agencies or

other nonprofit providers of early childhood education that partner

with a public or private nonprofit organization or agency with

a demonstrated record of effectiveness in improving the early literacy

development of children from birth through kindergarten

entry and in providing professional development in early literacy,

giving priority to such agencies or other entities serving greater

numbers or percentages of disadvantaged children: Provided further,

That the State educational agency shall ensure that at least 15

percent of the subgranted funds are used to serve children from

birth through age 5, 40 percent are used to serve students in

kindergarten through grade 5, and 40 percent are used to serve

students in middle and high school including an equitable distribution

of funds between middle and high schools: Provided further,

That eligible entities receiving subgrants from State educational

agencies shall use such funds for services and activities that have

the characteristics of effective literacy instruction through professional

development, screening and assessment, targeted interventions

for students reading below grade level and other research based

methods of improving classroom instruction and practice.
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