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	TO:
	Members, STATE BOARD of EDucation


	FROM:
	Deb V. H. Sigman, Deputy Superintendent

Assessment and Accountability Branch


	SUBJECT:
	California High School Exit Examination: Proposed Amendments to the California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Sections 1200 Through 1216.


At its May 2007 meeting, the State Board of Education (SBE) adopted amendments to the California Code of Regulations, Title 5, regarding the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE). Due to changes in legislation, needs that have arisen during the administration of the CAHSEE (such as the number of times grade twelve students may take the test), and the need to clarify language in the regulations, the California Department of Education (CDE) will propose that the SBE approve commencement of the rulemaking process to amend regulations at its July 2009 meeting.
Key issues that will be addressed in the amendments are as follows:

· Revisions have been made in grammar, punctuation, and the consistent use of terms to improve clarity. For example, “test” and “exam” have been replaced with “CAHSEE,” and “student” has been replaced with “pupil” when applicable. 

· To ensure the security of the test and the consistency of its administration, several new terms will be added to the list of definitions, some terms will be clarified, and requirements regarding which school personnel shall receive training and/or sign security documents will be clarified.
· The number of times grade twelve students may take the CAHSEE will be revised to address changes in legislation.

· Language related to data collection will be revised to be consistent with federal reporting regulations and other state assessment programs.

· A section regarding the collection of exemption data will be deleted, as the legislation that allowed exemptions to the CAHSEE has expired.

· Language regarding the privacy of student results will be revised to be consistent with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).

· Language regarding variations allowed on the CAHSEE will be revised to provide clarity and respond to the needs of students with disabilities who have individualized education program (IEP) or Section 504 plans. These revisions include the clarification that any passages or prompts related to the writing task on the CAHSEE may be read aloud or signed using Manually Coded English or American Sign Language as accommodations; currently these variations are considered modifications, and if used, would require a student to receive a waiver from the local school district to receive a diploma. 
In a February 2009 memorandum to the CDE, Educational Testing Service (ETS), the contractor for the CAHSEE, “recommends that for the CAHSEE, reading aloud or use of audio be allowed for the writing applications part [prompt and related passages] of the English language arts examination.” ETS states that this accommodation “[does] not change the construct being tested. Because the construct being measured is writing, having a stimulus read aloud does not influence a student’s ability to provide a written response.” 
These proposed amendments will increase the clarity of the regulations, ensure the security and validity of the CAHSEE, and align the CAHSEE regulations with other state assessment programs and federal requirements. 
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