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	SUBJECT:
	Update on Key Activities for the Development of the English Language Proficiency Assessments for California


Summary of Key Issues

Pursuant to California Education Code Section 60810, the California Department of Education (CDE) is required to administer the California English Language Development Test, which is aligned with the 1999 English Language Development (ELD) Standards, until the English Language Proficiency Assessments for California (ELPAC) initial and summative assessments are adopted and made operational by the State Board of Education (SBE). The ELPAC will be aligned with the 2012 California ELD Standards (2012 ELD Standards). 
On August 19, 2015, the contract for the development of the ELPAC commenced, following two formal bid protests against the awarding of the ELPAC contract to Educational Testing Service (ETS). Due to the protests, the CDE and ETS created a truncated timeline of key development activities to accomplish a 2018 administration of the operational summative and initial assessments. Listed below are some of the activities that have occurred since August 2015.
Update on Key Activities for the Development of the ELPAC
During the development of the ELPAC, it is a priority for the CDE to include California educators in the process. The following overview of the ELPAC development activities identifies several which have involved California educators: 
· From November 30 to December 8, 2015, the Sacramento County Office of Education (SCOE), a subcontractor of ETS, conducted pilot testing on items for both the initial and summative assessments at several schools in the Sacramento area. The purpose of pilot testing is to ensure that new task types planned for the ELPAC elicit useful information about language proficiency, as described in the 2012 ELD Standards.
· From December 14 to 18, 2015, members of the CDE, ETS, SCOE, and five select California educators participated in the review and analysis of the pilot test results.
· On February 2, 2016, ELPAC Technical Advisory Group members, who are comprised of professionals with expertise in the areas of psychometrics, language acquisition, linguistics, the 2012 ELD Standards, student assessment, and test and item development, provided input on the ELPAC Pilot Study Summary Report along with proposed test blueprints based on findings from pilot study. Documents outlining general performance level descriptors (general PLDs), proposed assessment claims, and the measurement model were also presented. 
· From February 22 to 25, 2016, ETS and SCOE provided ELPAC item writer training to 24 elementary and 18 secondary California educators selected from 250 applicants. Of the 42 educators, 31 accepted assignments to write ELPAC test items within a two-week period. The educators submitted the items to ETS by March 10, 2016. At least 20 percent of the ELPAC test items will be written by California educators.

· In May 2016, local educational agencies (LEAs) received general information about the spring 2017 ELPAC summative assessment field test and fall 2017 ELPAC initial assessment field test. Based on the ELPAC sampling plan, specific LEAs will receive an invitation in August 2016 to participate in one or both field tests.

· During May and June 2016, approximately 2,000 proposed ELPAC items written by California educators and ETS will be reviewed by the CDE. In August 2016, these items will be reviewed for appropriate content and bias and sensitivity issues by 60 California educators divided into two panels: 42 educators will participate on a content review panel, and 18 educators will participate on a bias and sensitivity review panel. Subsequently, the test items will be provided to the CDE for final approval after the educators’ reviews. The test items will then be field tested on the ELPAC summative assessment in spring 2017, and on the ELPAC initial assessment in fall 2017.
· On June 14 and 16, 2016, 30 educators will participate in writing grade- and domain-specific PLDs. The specific PLDs correspond to the overarching expectations in the SBE-approved general PLDs in January 2016 (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr16/documents/jan16item08.doc).
The two days of meetings will be divided by the following grade spans: kindergarten through grade five with 12 participants, and grades six through twelve with 18 participants. The specific PLDs will inform the standard setting process used to establish performance-level cut scores. Performance-level cut score recommendations are planned to be submitted to the SBE in spring 2018 for approval following the administration of the summative assessment and initial assessment field tests.
ELPAC test development activities that offer opportunities for California educators are ongoing.
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