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	SUBJECT:
	State Legislative Update, Including, but not Limited to, Information on the 2012–13 Legislative Session



Summary of Key Issues

The California Department of Education (CDE) Government Affairs Division has identified bills that may affect policy related to the State Board of Education (SBE). Inclusion in this list does not constitute a SBE or CDE position for the legislation unless specifically noted.

Attachment(s)
Attachment 1: Legislative Update (5 pages)

Legislative Update
These bills address relevant policy areas and/or impact the role of the State Board of Education (SBE). Inclusion in this list does not constitute a SBE or California Department of Education (CDE) position for the legislation unless specifically noted. 

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Sponsored Bills
AB 18 (Brownley) – California Task Force on School Finance
This bill would create the California Task Force on School Finance, with appointees as specified, to allow legislators and other parties the opportunity to publicly consider any issues raised by Governor Brown’s proposed Weighted Pupil Funding formula as well as alternative school finance reform models, with a report on the Task Force’s recommendations by April 1, 2013.
AB 18 was vetoed by the Governor on September 19th. For the Governor’s veto message, visit http://gov.ca.gov/docs/AB_18_Veto_Message.pdf.
AB 1246 (Brownley) – Instructional Materials

This bill will continue the work of implementing the common core academic content standards by authorizing the adoption of common core instructional materials for mathematics by 2014 and providing districts flexibility in the selection of instructional materials. Specifically, the bill:
1. Authorizes the State Board of Education (SBE) to adopt K–8 mathematics instructional materials that will be aligned to new Common Core State Standards (CCSS), no later than March 30, 2014. To fund the review process, the California Department of Education (CDE) will charge fees to any publisher submitting instructional materials.
2. Authorizes the SSPI in addition to the Instructional Quality Commission to provide recommendations to the SBE.
3. Ensures flexibility in the use of state funds to purchase standards aligned instructional materials and allows districts to meet sufficiency requirements with either instructional materials aligned to the prior California standards for mathematics and English language arts or the Common Core State Standards for English language arts and mathematics.
4. Extends the deadline for SBE to adopt a revised curriculum framework for mathematics from May 2013 to November 30, 2013. 

5. Authorizes the SBE to adopt evaluation criteria for mathematics by March 31, 2013.
AB 1246 was signed by the Governor on September 27th (Chapter 668, 2012).
AB 1521 (Brownley) – Standardized Testing and Reporting Program Reductions
This bill makes the standards-aligned primary language assessment available for administration to students enrolled in dual immersion programs who are not classified as English learners. Currently, school districts and charter schools that operate Spanish/English dual immersion programs are not authorized to administer the Standards-based Tests in Spanish to either native English speakers or to Redesignated Fluent English Proficient pupils enrolled in these programs.
AB 1521 was signed by the Governor on September 21st  (Chapter 423, 2012).
AB 1705 (Silva) – Alternative California High School Exit Exam Sunset Extension

This bill would extend the deadline for the SBE to implement alternative means for eligible students with disabilities to satisfy the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) requirement from January 1, 2013, to July 1, 2015.

In March 2012, the SBE passed emergency regulations to extend the alternative means implementation date to January 1, 2013.
AB 1705 was signed by the Governor on October 27th (Chapter 192, 2012).

SB 1070 (Steinberg) – Career Technical Education 
This bill would reauthorize and revise the Career Technical Education Pathways Initiative, thereby extending a program that has invested in education, training, and workforce development pathways in regions across California since its inception in 2005 (SB 70, Scott). SB 1070 would reauthorize the Career Technical Education Pathways Initiative to June 2018 and focus the initiative on:
1. Increasing the readiness of middle and high school students for college/training leading to careers in high-need, high-growth or emerging regional economic sectors; and 
2. Increasing student success in college/training for careers in those sectors.

The Career Technical Education Pathways Initiative is currently set to sunset at the end of 2012.
SB 1070 was signed by the Governor on September 21st (Chapter 433, 2012).

SB 1200 (Hancock) – Standards Clean-up
This bill provides a mechanism for the SSPI to recommend, and the State Board of Education to adopt the following changes to the California Common Core Standards:
1. Adopt the college and career ready anchor standards developed by the national CCS consortia;
2. Modify the mathematics standards, as needed and recommended by an expert panel to ensure one set of standards per grade level in grades K-8 and adoption of the Common Core standards in Algebra by March, 2013; and
3. Extend the deadline on the adoption of Next Generation Science Standards from July to November, 2013.
SB 1200 was signed by the Governor on September 27th (Chapter 654, 2012).

SB 1290 (Alquist) – Charter Compliance

This bill would bring the California Education Code (EC) into compliance with the federal Public Charter Schools Grant Program (PCSGP) by clarifying current law requirements that increases in academic achievement for pupils in all numerically significant subgroups are the most important factors when considering approval, renewal or revocation of a public charter school petition. 

California is scheduled to receive $290 million during the 2010–15 PCSGP cycle.
SB 1290 was signed by the Governor on September 26th (Chapter 576, 2012).
Other Bills of Interest to the State Board of Education

AB 5 (Fuentes) – Teacher Evaluation

This bill would create a teacher evaluation system that evaluates certificated staff on a continuing basis based on multiple observations by trained evaluators. The evaluation system would be subject to local negotiations. Employees who receive an unsatisfactory evaluation must be given the opportunity to participate in a peer assistance and review process, or a program to improve employee performance.

The SSPI had a “Support” position on this bill.
AB 5 failed to pass the Senate before the final deadline.
AB 1575 (Lara) – Pupil Fees

This measure would reinforce the constitutional prohibition on the imposition of pupil fees and establish policies to ensure compliance with that prohibition.

This legislation was introduced as a result of the lawsuit Doe v. California in which the SBE was listed as a defendant along with the SSPI and the CDE.
AB 1575 was signed by the Governor on September 29th (Chapter 776, 2012).

AB 1594 (Eng) – Charter Schools: Pupil Nutrition
This measure would:
1. Require charter schools to participate in the federal free and reduced priced meals program; it would exclude charter schools that offer nonclassroom-based instruction from providing meals to pupils enrolled in nonclassroom-based instruction only.
2. Require local school districts, county offices of education and the SBE to add to their consideration whether or not a charter is complying with the federal free and reduced priced meals program when determining whether to grant a charter school's petition, renewal, material revision, or amendment to a memorandum of understanding.
3. Set up different timelines for charter schools to implement the program based on whether or not a charter school had previously provided free or reduced meals to needy pupils. 
The SSPI had a “Support” position on this bill.
AB 1594 was vetoed by the Governor on September 29th. For the Governor’s veto message, visit http://gov.ca.gov/docs/AB_1594_Veto_Message.pdf. 
AB 1719 (Fuentes) – Supplemental Instructional Materials: English Language Development

This bill requires the CDE to develop a list of supplemental instructional materials for kindergarten through eighth grade that provide a bridge to the new English Language Development Standards for the SBE to approve by June 30, 2014. Additionally, AB 1719 would authorize a school board to approve supplemental instructional materials other than those approved by the SBE if the school board determines the supplemental instructional materials are aligned to the revised English Language Development Standards.

AB 1719 would also extend the timeline for the CDE and the SBE to complete a supplemental materials list for mathematics as required by SB 140 (Chapter 623, 2011).
AB 1719 was signed by the Governor on September 27th (Chapter 636, 2012).

AB 2555 (Carter) – Summer School Meal Waiver

Existing law states that school districts can request a SBE waiver from the State Meal Mandate for summer school 30 days prior to a SBE meeting. This bill would change school districts’ submission timeline from 30 days to 60 days prior to a SBE meeting to give CDE staff sufficient time to review waivers.

The SSPI had a “Support” position on this bill.

AB 2555 was signed by the Governor on September 19th (Chapter 391, 2012).

SB 1458 (Steinberg) – School Accountability: Academic Performance Index
Beginning in 2016, this bill authorizes the State Board of Education to make changes to the school accountability system as follows:

1. Reduce the percentage that achievement tests constitute in the value of the Academic Performance Index (API) for secondary schools, from at least 60% to no more than 60%;
2. Adopt valid and reliable measures of college and career readiness for inclusion in the API at the secondary level; and
3. If funds are provided, develop a School Quality Review program which incorporates local panels to conduct school visits and incorporate the results into the API.
The bill also authorizes the SPI to recommend and the SBE to adopt the rates at which students promote from one grade to the next and transition from middle to high school into the API.
The SSPI had a “Support” position on this bill.
SB 1458 was signed by the Governor on September 26th (Chapter 577, 2012).

SB 1540 (Hancock) – History Social Science Frameworks

This bill would authorize the SBE to consider the adoption of a revised curriculum framework and evaluation criteria for instructional materials in history-social science only after it has completed work related to the development of curriculum frameworks for common core content standards.
The SSPI had a “Support” position on this bill.
SB 1540 was signed by the Governor on September 8th (Chapter 288, 2012).
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