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	FROM:
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	SUBJECT:
	California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress: Update on Program Activities Related to the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress System.


Summary of Key Issues

This Information Memorandum provides a summary of recent events and developments related to the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) System, including the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments, Interim Assessments and Digital Library; the California Science Test (CAST); the California Alternate Assessments (CAAs); and the Standards-based Tests in Spanish.

Current Highlights


· Upon completion of the 2016–17 test administration, approximately 3.2 million students took the English language arts/literacy (ELA) and mathematics summative assessments. 

· The new Back-to-School Toolkit was launched on August 16, 2017, and is a collection of resources developed to support district and site administrators, teachers, and parents/guardians in understanding and using results from the CAASPP summative assessments.
Back-to-School Toolkit—New Resources for Site Administrators
The Back-to-School Toolkit is a collection of resources that can be used at the start of the school year to communicate the CAASPP results with stakeholder groups (teachers and parents). The Toolkit can be shared at events and meetings such as teacher professional development meetings, back-to-school nights, Parent-Teacher Association/Parent-Teacher-Student Association meetings, parent-teacher conferences, school site council meetings, and English learner advisory committee meetings. This resource is available on the CDE Back-to-School Toolkit Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/backtoschoolkit.asp. Below are a few highlights of the resources included in the Back-to-School Toolkit:
· A PowerPoint presentation with full speaker notes that local educational agencies (LEAs) can use to highlight their CAASPP results, discuss the role of the summative assessment in a comprehensive system, and describe how parents/guardians can help support their child's success.
· Two sets of new resources—Assessment Fact Sheets and A Parent Guide to Understanding—are designed to answer key questions and provide parents/guardians and teachers with valuable information about the assessments in an audience-appropriate format and language.
· A one-page flyer that highlights key resources, such as practice tests and the http://www.testscoreguide.org Web site, where parents/guardians can learn more about the assessments and how to support their child's success. 
California Alternate Assessments for English Language Arts/Literacy, Mathematics, and Science

The California Department of Education (CDE) and Educational Testing Service (ETS) have continued improvements on the development of the CAAs for ELA, mathematics, and science. In addition, the CDE and ETS are using feedback collected during the CAA for Science year-one pilot to implement changes for the 2018 CAA for Science year-two pilot. Results of the survey indicated that, in general, students were engaged during the assessment. The outcome of the survey also indicated that for the 2017–18 two-year pilot, there will be a need for increased clarity in the instructions.
1 Percent Threshold Justification Form Update

The collection of the 1 Percent Threshold Justification form was the result of a collaboration between the CDE Assessment Development and Administration Division and the Special Education Division. This justification form complies with the new Every Student Succeeds Act regulations, which require LEAs to notify the CDE if they expect to exceed 1 percent of their student population taking alternate assessments and to provide one or more reasons for surpassing that threshold. This process will provide state educational agencies (SEAs) with the threshold calculation to assist them in determining whether they will exceed 1 percent of its student population taking alternate assessments. The process also will provide the SEAs with information that could be used to request a federal waiver if needed. It should be noted that there is not an LEA cap on the percent of alternate assessments, and California does not anticipate exceeding 1 percent statewide. 

The window of submission for the 1 Percent Threshold Justification form for the 2016–17 school year to the CDE has closed. The CDE received over 225 forms from LEAs across the state, representing a wide range of schools (i.e., large/small; urban/rural; charter schools). The results will be posted with the final update of the CAASPP results in September. More information about this form is available on the CDE 1 Percent Threshold on Alternate Assessments Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/caaonepercent.asp.  

Update on the Development of the California Science Test 

The CDE and ETS have continued the development of the CAST in preparation for its 2018 field test.

Pilot Test Survey Results

The pilot CAST administration concluded on July 17, 2017, with more than 1.6 million students having taken the assessment. Upon conclusion of the assessment, students and assessment administrators completed surveys about their testing experiences. In general, students expressed that the questions on the CAST were different from the types of questions they had seen in their homework assignments or on classroom tests; compared to most other science tests they took during the 2016–17 school year, many students responded that the CAST was somewhat more difficult. Students also reported that they tried “about as hard” on the CAST as on other science tests. Initial results from the test administrator’s survey indicated that approximately 83 percent believed that more than half of their students appeared to be fully engaged with the pilot. In addition, 80 percent of the test administrators indicated that all or most of the students appeared to have sufficient time to complete the pilot. Many test administrators reported that their students appeared to be able to easily navigate through the online pilot CAST.
Standards-based Tests in Spanish

The CDE is working to transition the Standards-based Tests in Spanish to an online test in 2017–18. From November 11 through November 15, a small-scale pilot test will be conducted with select LEA CAASPP coordinators to simulate a test administration and test system functionality. This online test will be operational in spring 2018 and will be administered until the California Spanish Assessment is operational. 

Smarter Balanced Updates and Enhancements
The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium reviews and suggests updates to the Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines (UAAG) annually. The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium opened eight motions to its membership for voting from June 1, 2017 to June 15, 2017, to update the UAAG. All motions to update the UAAG passed. New policies include the following:

· Word prediction as a non-embedded accommodation
· Braille transcript for ELA listening passages as an embedded accommodation
· Amplification as a non-embedded designated support
· Mouse pointer size and color as an embedded designated support
· Line reader as an embedded universal tool
· Thesaurus as an embedded universal tool
· Braille paper-and-pencil assessment as a non-embedded accommodation 
· Editorial and clarification edits for separate setting, English dictionary, zoom, scribe, read aloud, text-to-speech, magnification, 100s number table, and braille 
Changes to 10 existing policies also were made for clarification or needed verbiage and editorial updates. These changes will be implemented in the 2017–18 administration of the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments. The updated UAAG was published on June 30, 2017, and is available on the Smarter Balanced Web site at https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/
usability-accessibility-and-accommodations-guidelines.pdf
.
Interim Assessments Update
New and Revised Smarter Balanced Interim Assessment Reporting System 

Smarter Balanced will release a revised Interim Assessment Reporting System for the 
2017–18 school year. Development of the revised system began in 2016, with key features being a direct response to requests from educators in member states. More detailed information will be presented at the September 2017 State Board of Education meeting.

New and Revised Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments for the 2017–18 School Year

The 2017–18 Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments are expected to be available on September 5, 2017. The new and revised Interim Assessment Blocks are listed below.
New Interim Assessment Blocks for the 2017–18 School Year

	Grade/Grade Span
	Mathematics

	3
	Geometry

	8
	Number System

	High school
	Congruence

	High school
	Geometry Variety

	High school
	Interpreting Functions

	High school
	Structure/Polynomial


Revised Interim Assessment Blocks for the 2017–18 School Year

	Grade/Grade Span
	English Language Arts

	3
	Read Literary Text

	3
	Language and Vocabulary Use

	4
	Listening

	4
	Language and Vocabulary Use

	5
	Read Literary Text

	5
	Language and Vocabulary Use

	6
	Listening

	6
	Read Literary Text

	6
	Language and Vocabulary Use

	7
	Read Literary Text

	7
	Language and Vocabulary Use

	High school
	Read Literary Text

	High school
	Language and Vocabulary Use


Digital Library Updates

Professional Learning Playlist 

The CDE developed the new Supporting English Learners, part of the Professional Learning Series, which offers educators support in meeting the needs of students who are English learners. Resources in this series provide research-based information on teaching and learning strategies to promote the development of English language proficiency. This resource and others are available on the CDE Digital Library Playlist Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/dlplaylists.asp. 

Recent Enhancements to the Smarter Balanced Digital Library Interface

New system enhancements activated in July further improve the look and functionality of the Smarter Balanced Digital Library. These enhancements include a completely new search interface and the addition of assessment-target-level filtering, a new homepage banner, and resource tabs that can be used to refine search results to increase the usability of the library. The new navigational tabs take users to playlist resources and community forums. The new search interface is personalized for each end user by the grade level and subject area identified in the user’s profile. For example, once the end user selects instructional resources, the next page will prepopulate with resources that align with the end user’s profile information. A video demonstrating the new search feature is available from Smarter Balanced at https://youtu.be/gmFpIIRAa8w. 
Upcoming Training Opportunities for California Educators

Announcing the 2017–18 Digital Library and Interim Assessment Clinics and Interim Assessment Hand Scoring Workshops 

ETS will offer, on behalf of the CDE, regional in-person Interim Assessment Hand Scoring Workshops as well as Digital Library and Interim Assessment Clinics this September and October. Each of these two trainings will be presented at 10 locations throughout California and will serve approximately 1,000 participants, in total. 

The Interim Assessment Hand Scoring Workshop is for LEA teams of educator coaches or trainers. An emphasis will be placed on preparing participants to offer the training locally to help teachers understand the value of using this hand scoring process and materials to strengthen the evaluation of student work. 

The Digital Library and Interim Assessment Clinic is primarily for LEA CAASPP coordinators and provides current information about the Smarter Balanced Digital Library and Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments. A studio recording of the Clinic, in addition to hand-scoring workshop materials, will be available on the CAASPP Portal for LEAs to share locally. Below is a listing of the clinic and workshop dates and locations. 
	Date
	Location

	September 19
	Shasta

	September 22
	Sacramento

	September 26
	Concord

	October 2
	San Diego

	October 4
	Fresno

	October 10
	Riverside

	October 12
	Irvine

	October 17
	Hayward

	October 24
	Pasadena

	October 26
	Ventura


CAASPP Federal Peer Review

Assessment Development and Administration Division staff are continuing work on the submission of peer review evidence for the CAAs for ELA and mathematics. The CDE had intended to submit partial evidence to the U.S. Department of Education (ED) in August 2017; however, the ED has indicated that it would prefer a complete submission in December 2017. This will allow the results of the independent alignment study, conducted in July 2017 by the Human Resources Research Organization, to be included in the submission. The December submission will include additional evidence for the Smarter Balanced component of CAASPP as well as the evidence for the CAAs. 

Technology Update

The CDE continues to assist the K-12 High Speed Network with the implementation of the Broadband Infrastructure Improvement Grant programs, which are designed to assist schools in improving their connection to the Internet to administer computer-based assessments. As of July 2017, 271 out of 315 sites from the first and second rounds of funding had their projects completed, with data passing through their circuits. Currently, 51 sites have work in progress. A “second wave” of 67 under-connected sites were approved at the beginning of May. As of June 2017, 51 sites had agreed to move forward with signed Memoranda of Understanding (MOUs). Thirteen sites have yet to return their signed MOUs and are awaiting district board approvals. 

ATTACHMENT(S)

Attachment 1:
California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Outreach and Professional Development Activities (6 Pages)

California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Outreach and Professional Development Activities

The California Department of Education (CDE), in coordination with Educational Testing Service (ETS), has provided a variety of outreach activities to prepare local educational agencies (LEAs) for the administration of the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) System. Outreach efforts have included Webcasts, in-person test administration workshops, focus group meetings, and presentations for numerous LEAs throughout the state. The following tables list presentations during June and July 2017. In addition, the CDE continues to release information regarding the CAASPP System, including weekly updates, on its Web site and through listserv e-mail.

	Advisory Panel/Review Committee Meetings

	Date
	Event Location
	Event Name
	Estimated Number of Attendees
	Description

	6/12/17–6/15/17
	Sacramento
	California Alternate Assessments (CAAs) for English language arts (ELA) and mathematics New Item Review Workshop
	18
	ETS conducted item review workshops for California educators to review newly developed test items for the CAAs for ELA and mathematics. They evaluated the quality of the test items on the basis of content appropriateness, fairness, and accessibility.

	6/19/17–6/20/17
	Sacramento
	California Science Test (CAST) Pilot Data Review
	18
	ETS conducted a meeting with California science educators to review the item statistics from and performance of the 2016–17 CAST test administration at the schools that were identified as early implementers of the California Next Generation Science Standards (CA NGSS). 

	6/20/17–6/21/17
	Sacramento
	CAA for Science New Item Review Workshop
	11
	ETS conducted item review workshops for California educators to review newly developed test items for the CAA for Science.

	6/21/17–6/22/17
	Sacramento
	CAST Item Review Workshop
	19
	ETS conducted item review workshops for California educators to review newly developed science items. Items were evaluated on the basis of content appropriateness, fairness, bias and sensitivity, and accessibility. In addition, the test items were evaluated on the basis of their alignment with the CA NGSS in terms of performance expectations and the three dimensions. These reviews were undertaken in preparation for inclusion of the items in the 2018 CAST field test form.

	6/22/17
	Sacramento
	Advisory Commission on Special Education Meeting
	25
	CDE staff provided updated information on the CAASPP System to commission members.

	6/26/17
	Sacramento
	CAASPP Focus Group Meetings
	12
	ETS conducted three focus groups: 

· LEA CAASPP coordinators 

· CAASPP test administrators

· CAASPP special education teachers

	06/28/17
	University of California, Irvine
	CAASPP Focus Group Meetings
	4
	ETS conducted three focus groups:

· CAASPP test site coordinators
· CAASPP test administrators who work with English learners

· CAA test examiners

	7/6/17
	WebEx
	CAA for ELA Data Review
	5
	ETS coordinated a virtual data review meeting for California educators to review the ELA test item data from the 2016–17 test administration. 

	7/7/17
	WebEx
	CAA for Mathematics Data Review
	5
	ETS coordinated a virtual data review meeting for California educators to review the mathematics test item data from the 2016–17 test administration. 

	7/10/17–7/12/17
	WebEx
	CAST Field Test Item Review
	16
	ETS coordinated a virtual test item review meeting for California educators to continue the item review process. Items were reviewed on the basis of content appropriateness, fairness, bias and sensitivity, and accessibility. In addition, the test items were evaluated on the basis of their alignment with the CA NGSS in terms of performance expectations and the three dimensions.

	7/17/17 – 7/21/17
	Sacramento
	California Spanish Assessment (CSA) Item Review Meeting
	24
	CDE staff attended meetings to review items for content, bias, and sensitivity that will be field tested in fall 2018 with California educators.


	Webcasts

	Date
	Assessment
	Estimated Number of Attendees
	Description

	6/13/17
	2016–17 CAASPP Post-Test Workshops: Using Assessment Results to Inform Teaching and Learning
	1,208
	This Webcast of the in-person CAASPP Post-Test Workshops informed LEAs of the various components of the 2016–17 CAASPP assessment student results and reports and how this information might be used to inform instruction. Session 1, Accessing Scores, Reports, Resources, and Tools, is archived on the CAASPP Archived Webcast Web page at http://www.caaspp.org/rsc/videos/archived-webcast_061317-1.html, and session 2, is archived on the CAASPP Archived Webcast Web page at http://www.caaspp.org/rsc/videos/archived-webcast_061317-2.html.


	In-Person Regional Trainings/Meetings

	Date
	Event Location
	Event Name
	Estimated Number of Attendees
	Description

	6/1/17
	San Diego County Office of Education (COE)
	CAASPP Post-Test Workshops
	44
	The CAASPP Post-Test Workshops informed LEAs of the various components of the 2016–17 CAASPP assessment student results and reports and how this information might be used to inform instruction. Questions that were addressed in the workshop included:

· What do you need to know about the CAASPP assessments?

· What resources are available to you and your team? 

· Where and how can you access these resources?

· How can you use the results and resources to inform teaching and learning?

· How can you and your team optimize the results and the resources?

	6/7/17
	Los Angeles COE
	
	82
	

	6/8/17
	Ventura COE
	
	64
	

	6/13/17
	Santa Clara COE
	
	64
	

	6/21/17 – 6/23/17
	Denver, Colorado
	Smarter Balanced Digital Library Summer Workshop
	76
	Thirteen California State Network of Educator members and three CDE State Leadership Team members joined nearly 60 representatives from seven consortium-member states. The workshop guided teams of educators in updating identification tags for more than 1,000 instructional resources. Participants also engaged in the development of new formative assessment resources designed to enhance the role the Digital Library plays in providing support for teaching and learning within the Smarter Balanced assessments as part of the CAASPP System.

	7/18/17
	California State University, Sacramento
	Summer Hand Scoring Workshops: Implications for Teaching and Learning Through Analyzing Student Work from the Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments
	268
	A series of one-day, in-person professional development opportunities guided teachers in understanding the instructional implications of various assessment item types, scoring guides, rubrics, and other materials used in the Smarter Balanced assessments as part of the CAASPP System. The goals of these hand scoring workshops were to increase educators’ assessment literacy, enhance classroom assessment practices, and engage educators in learning from student work to inform instructional practice and to improve student learning.

	7/21/17
	Los Angeles COE
	
	248
	

	7/25/17
	California State University, East Bay
	
	195
	

	7/26/17
	Fresno Convention Center
	
	260
	

	7/27/17
	Shasta COE
	
	46
	


	Presentations by CDE Staff

	Date
	Event Location
	Event Name
	Estimated Number of Attendees
	Description

	7/20/17
	Sacramento
	CAASPP Stakeholder Meeting
	15
	The CDE provided an update on the English Language Proficiency Assessments for California Summative Assessment development, the CAA for Science test examiner survey results, CAASPP training opportunities, and new CAASPP resources.
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