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Program Summary:

The California Excursions supplemental program includes the following: Reading Adventures Student Magazine; Common Core Writing Handbook; Integrated Planning Guide: Extending California’s Common Core State Standards; Extending California’s Common Core State Standards: Teacher Support Book; Reading Adventures Student Magazine; Extending California’s Common Core State Standards: Teacher Support Book.
Recommendation:

California Excursions is recommended for approval in grades 1 and 6 because it is fully aligned with the subset of Common Core State Standards for a Category 1 submission and meets all of the evaluation criteria approved by the State Board of Education for this supplemental instructional materials review.

Criterion 1: Alignment to Standards

The supplemental materials program provides coverage of all of the subset of Common Core State Standards required for a Category 1 submission. The standards listed below are exemplars of this coverage.

· 1TF3d: T68-69 and T78, T98 – building/making words

· 1W1: T96-97, T105 – Stating opinions

· 6RL2: T42-43 – Compare and contrast genres
· 6RI9: T76-77 – Compare and contrast informational text
· 6W5: T86-87 – Structuring informative writing
Criterion 3: Social Content

The program conforms to the Standards for Evaluating Instructional Materials for Social Content, 2000 Edition. 
Criterion 4: Accuracy

The panel found this program to be generally accurate.  A list of minor edits and corrections are listed at the end of this report.

Criterion 5: Assessment

The assessments for this program (grades 1 and 6) provide sufficient evidence for teachers to evaluate student progress toward proficiency in the content outlined in the CCSS and is found on the Examview Assessment Suite software provided by the publisher. 

Criterion 6: Universal Access

The instructional materials presented provide effective, efficient instruction for all students including English-learners, advanced learners, and students below grade level in all grade levels. The following exemplars are found in each grade level’s Extending the Common Core Teacher Resource Book or in the core adoption materials as noted below:

· Grade 1: ECC T69 – vowel sounds and patterns; T97 – dictate opinions

· Grade 6: TE 1 pp. T76 – word recognition; TE 3 pp R11 – elaboration

Criterion 7: Instructional Support

The panel found this program generally supports instruction. The following exemplars are found in each grade level’s Extending the Common Core Teacher Resource Book:

· Grade 1: T40-41 using determiners; T18-19 – write upper and lowercase letters

· Grade 6: T77 – compare/contrast text features

Edits and Corrections:

The following edits and corrections must be made as a condition of this recommendation:

· Grade 1: T59: Asks to review the poem “I Can”, but doesn’t have a page number or location for the poem.

· Grade 6: T45: Refers to wrong page in Student Magazine. Says p.55, but should be p.57
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