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Program Summary:

The California Excursions supplemental program includes the following: Reading Adventures Student Magazine; Common Core Writing Handbook; Integrated Planning Guide: Extending California’s Common Core State Standards; Extending California’s Common Core State Standards: Teacher Support Book; Reading Adventures Student Magazine; Extending California’s Common Core State Standards: Teacher Support Book.
Recommendation:

California Excursions is not recommended for approval in grades K, 2, 3, 4, and 5 because it is not fully aligned with the subset of Common Core State Standards for a Category 1 submission and does not meet all of the evaluation criteria approved by the State Board of Education for this supplemental instructional materials review.

Criterion 1: Alignment to Standards
The supplemental materials program does not provide coverage of all of the subset of Common Core State Standards required for a Category 1 submission. The standards listed below are not covered.
Standards Not Met:

· 2 RF-4c: T11, T15, T45. 
The materials provided do not reference evidence for this standard.

· 2 W-6: T64-T65, T84-T85

The materials do not have evidence of instructions for guiding and supporting the students. Also the materials do not address the need for a variety of tools to address digital literacy.
· 2 L-1d: T44-T45, T82-T83

The activities included in the materials do not provide enough authentic practice to meet the depth of the standard: examples given are fill-in-the-blank.

· 2 L-4e: RA 32-33; T36-T37, T85, T96-T97, T100-T101

The materials provided do not address all content areas as stated in the CCSS.

· 3 RL-9 RA12-13; T46-47, T112-T113, T114-T115

Materials are not provided for students to read multiple stories in order to compare/contrast works by the same author.

· 3 SL-1a: T11, T31

The materials provided do not give evidence for this standard.

· 3 L-1b: T36-T37, T58-T59, T76-T77, T98-T99, T126

The materials provided do not give the student enough practice to demonstrate command of parts of a sentence. Verbs are not addressed at all.

· 3 L-3a: T62-T63

The materials provided do not address the standards.

· 3 L-3b: T9, T11, T41, T51

Materials provided do not address the standards.

· 3 L-4d: RA 12-13; T16-T17, T92-T93

Materials provided do not address all content areas as stated in the CCSS.

· 3 L-6: T14-T15, T32-T33, T94-T95

The materials provided do not address temporal relationships. Students are not asked to use as stated in the CCSS, only identify.

· 4 RI-1: RA22; T20-T21, T33, T46-T47, T61

The materials provided do not address drawing inferences as stated in the CCSS.

· 4 RI-7: RA69; T40-T41, T57, T75, T92-T93

The materials provided do not ask the students to explain how the information contributes to the understanding of the text.

· 4 L-5b: RA103; T91

The materials provided are insufficient for the student to demonstrate understanding.

· 5 RI-4: RA40-41; T42-T43, T72-T73, T74-T75, T86-T87

Materials provided do not require students to describe how words and phrases supply rhythm. There is insufficient material for students to meet the standard.

· 5 RI-9: T24-T25, T36-T37, T48-T49, T86-T87

Materials provided do not cite several texts as stated in the CCSS standards. The materials do not require the students to speak about them knowledgeably.

· 5 W-6: T18-T19, T46-T47, T84-T85

The materials do not have evidence of instructions for guiding and supporting the students. Also the materials do not address the need for a variety of tools to address digital literacy.

· 5 SL-1b: RA59; R9; T20-T21, T48-T49, T57

The materials provided do not address diverse partnerships: only group collaboration is noted.

· 5 SL-1d: RA75; T20-T21, T48-T49, T57, T71

The materials provided do not address diverse partnerships; there is insufficient evidence of teaching students how to draw conclusions.

· 5 SL-4: T20-T21, T36-T37, T74-T75

The materials do not ask each individual student to perform the tasks necessary to meet the standard.

· 5 L-1e: T44-T45, T74-T75

The materials provided do not provide enough information for students to demonstrate command of the standard.

· 5 L-2a: T58-T59, T60-T61, T72-T73

The materials provided do not provide enough information for students to demonstrate command of the standard.

· 5 L-3b: RA28; T28-T29, T48-T49, T86-T87

The materials provided do not address the variety needed to meet the standard (stories, dramas, or poems)

· 5 L-4c: RA40-41; T42-T43, T74-T75

The materials provided do not provide enough information on phrases nor do the materials address all content areas.

· 5 L5b: RA78; T70, T86-T87
The materials provided do not provide enough information for students to demonstrate command of the standard.

Criterion 3: Social Content
The program conforms to the Standards for Evaluating Instructional Materials for Social Content, 2000 Edition. 
Criterion 4: Accuracy

The panel found this program to be generally accurate.  A list of minor edits and corrections are listed at the end of this report.
Criterion 5: Assessment

The assessments for this program (grades 2, 3, 4, 5) provide sufficient evidence for teachers to evaluate student progress toward proficiency in the content outlined in the CCSS and is found on the Examview Assessment Suite software provided by the publisher. The panel could not find evidence of appropriate assessment for Kindergarten.
Criterion 6: Universal Access

The instructional materials presented provide effective, efficient instruction for all students including English-learners, advanced learners, and students below grade level in all grade levels. The following exemplars are found in each grade level’s Extending the Common Core Teacher Resource Book:

· Kindergarten: ECC T17 – stretch medial sounds to hear vowels

· Grade 2: TE 2 pp. T152 high frequency words; TE 5 pp. T367 – elements of plot

· Grade 3: TE 1 pp. T28 – comprehension scaffolding

· Grade 4: ECC T41 – domain-specific vocabulary

· Grade 5: TE1 pp T29 – rewriting a story; TE 1 pp. T152 - vocabulary

Criterion 7: Instructional Support

The panel found this program generally supports instruction.  The following exemplars are found in each grade level’s Extending the Common Core Teacher Resource Book:
· Kindergarten: T46-47 – shared writing lesson

· Grade 2: T30-31 – write opinion pieces and support

· Grade 3: T37 – regular and irregular nouns

· Grade 4: T93 – paraphrase ideas and support; T75 – analyze website

· Grade 5: T10 – compare and contrast theme

Edits and Corrections:

The following edits and corrections must be made as a condition of this recommendation:

· Grade Kindergarten: T16: In Think Aloud section “What is” should be “What if”
· Grade 2: T45: In the guided practice, the answers are not listed in red as they are in other lessons.

· Grade 3: R8 CC3: Directions state that the “nonliteral language is in italics”, but it is not.

· Grade 3: T49: Says “Copying Master CC8 on R8”, but it should be CC3 on R8.
· Grade 3: T130-T131: Refers to wrong page number for CC11.  Should be p. R16 not p. R15
· Grade 3: T104-T105:  Says “Copying Master CC7 on R12”, but should be CC8 on R13.
· Grade 3: R13 CC8: Missing Directions

· Grade 3: T60, T128: Refers to “Student Edition” in left column.  Should say “Student Magazine”.
· Grade 3: T83: In Sort Notes section it says  “Jobs for an SAR” should say “Jobs for a SAR”

· Grade 3: T99: Under practice/apply says “Copying Master CC6” should say “Copying Master CC7”
· Grade 3: T57: Refers to CC3 on R8, but should refer to CC4 on R9
· Grade 3: T119: Refers to CC8 on R13, but should refer to CC9 on R14

· Grade 3: T53: In directions it refers to “Student Magazine p. 339”, but it should refer to “Student Edition p. 339”.

· Grade4: T99: Refers to Student Magazine p.93.  Should refer to Student Magazine p.105
· Grade 4: RA83: They refer to the “online article on p.70”, but it should refer to the “online article on p.82”
· Grade 4: T29: CC2 is on R11 not on R12

· Grade 5:T66, T68: Refers to Student Magazine as p.62, but should refer to Student Magazine as p.66
· Grade 5: T78:  Refers to diagram in Student Magazine p.81, but should be Student Magazine p.85

· Grade 5: T57: Refers to wrong page in Student Magazine.  Says p.59, but should p.61
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