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Program Summary:

The Benchmark Literacy supplemental program includes the following: Interactive Comprehension Anchor Posters; Fluency Posters; Genre Workshop Posters; Reader’s Theater Big Books; My First Reader’s Theater; Readers Theatre with Nursery Rhymes and Songs; Fiction and Nonfiction Big Books for Grades K-2.
Recommendation:

Benchmark Literacy is not recommended for approval because it is not fully aligned with the subset of Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for a Category 2 submission and does not meet all of the evaluation criteria approved by the State Board of Education for this supplemental instructional materials review.

Criterion 1: Alignment to Standards
Criterion 1 only applies to a Category 1 submission.
Criterion 2
The supplemental materials program does not provide coverage of all of the subset of CCSS required for a Category 2 submission grades K through 6.
Citations:
Standards Not Met:

· Grade K: RL. 4.  Unit 1 Week 3 Day 1 Mini Lessons: Build Academic Vocabulary. Lesson leads teacher to ask questions about words; no mention of students asking questions about unknown words in the text.

· Grade K: RI. 3. Unit 3 Week 2 Day Four Mini Lessons. Summarize and Synthesize Information: Compare and Contrast concepts using a Venn Diagram. Lesson is comparing and contrasting using a Venn diagram but using demonstration, but students are not asked to describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

· Grade K: W. 5. Unit 1 Week 1 Mini Lesson. Review the metacognitive Strategy: Ask Questions. The lesson addresses asking questions but students are not required to respond to question and suggestions from peers and add details to strengthen writing as needed.

· Grade 1: L. 1e. Unit 1 Week 1 Day 5 Mini Lesson: Constructed Written Response: Past, Present, and Future. The lesson is an assessment constructed written response, students are not asked to use verbs to convey a sense of past, present, and future. 

· Grade 1: W. 6. Unit 9 Week 1 Day 5 Mini Lesson: Production and Distribution of Writing: Constructed Written Response. Students are not asked to use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.

· Grade 1: SL. 5. Unit 3 Week 2 Day 5 Mini lessons: Shared Writing: Write a Story with a sequence of event. The lesson is about writing a story with a sequence of events. Students are asked to illustrate the story but not in order to clarify ideas, thought, and feelings.

· Grade 2: W. 4. Unit 3 Week 2 Day 5 Mini Lesson: Shared Writing: Use of Sequence of Events to Write a Conversation. The lesson addresses students writing a conversation; however, the standard calls for students to produce writing which the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. Furthermore, the lesson does not address the three types of writing defined in standards 1-3.

· Grade 2: RL. 10. Unit 1 Week 3 Day 2 Mini Lesson: Practice and Self-Assess Fluency Skills: Speed and Pacing. The lesson asks students to orally read parts of a text; however, the standard calls for reading and comprehending literature at the 2-3 grade level complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding at the high end of the range.

· Grade 2: L. 2c. Unit 1 Week 2 Day 5 Mini Lesson: Shared Writing: Use Main Ideas and Supporting Details to Write a Personal Narrative. The lesson asks students to write a personal narrative from the perspective of the whooping crane, but students are not given explicit direct instruction in the use of apostrophes to form contractions and frequently occurring possessives.

· Grade 3: RL. 7. Unit 2 Week 1 Day 1 Mini Lesson: Introduce the Comprehension Strategy Analyze Character. The lesson asks students to look at an illustration to visualize what characters are doing, but students are not asked to explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a story.

· Grade 3: L. 1e. Unit 5 Week 2 Day 4 Mini Lesson: Build Comprehension: Analyze Story Elements. The lesson asks students to analyze the elements of a trickster tale; however, the standard calls for students to use abstract nouns.

· Grade 3: SL. 1a. Unit 7 Week 3 Day 5 Mini Lesson: Show Time. The lesson invites students to perform a script for an audience; however, the standard asks the students to engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with diverse partners and come to discussion prepared.

· Grade 4: RL. 6. Unit 2 Week 2 Day 1 Mini Lesson. Focus on Genre: Personal Narratives. The lesson asks students to create a personal narrative anchor chart to record what they know about genre; however, the standard calls for students to compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated. 

· Grade 4: W. 1a. Unit 4 Week 3 Day 3 Mini Lesson. Build Comprehension: Evaluate Author’s Purpose: Shared Writing. The lesson asks students to make a list of ideas about the author’s purpose; however, the standard calls for students to introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which related idea are grouped to support the writer’s purpose.

· Grade 4: L. 3c. Unit 2 Week1 Day 1 Mini Lesson. Introduce Comprehension Strategy: Identify Sequence of Events: Turn and Talk. The lesson asks students to talk to a partner and share three things they do after school and the order in which they do them; however, the standard calls for students to differentiate between contexts which call for formal English and situation in which informal discourse is appropriate.

· Grade 5: RL. 6. Unit 1 Week 3 Day 3 Mini Lesson: Build Comprehension: Analyze Author’s Purpose. The lesson calls for students to analyze author’s purpose; however, the standard asks students to describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described.

· Grade 5: SL. 2. Unit 1 Week 2 Day 1 Mini Lesson: Introduce the Genre: Informational Text. The lesson asks students to name features of information text; however, the standard asks students to summarize a written text presented in diverse media and formats.

· Grade 5: L. 2a. Unit 1 Week 1 Day 3 Mini Lesson: Extend the Comprehension Strategy: Identify Unstated Main Idea and Supporting Details. The lesson asks students to identify unstated main idea and supporting details in a text; however, the standard asks students to use punctuation to separate items in a series.

· Grade 6: RL. 7. Unit 3 Week 3 Day 1 Mini Lesson: Introduce Fluency Skills: Pausing, Hyphen, Full Stop: Model the Skill. The lesson asks students to use punctuation to know where to make short pauses and come to full stops when reading; however, the standard asks students to compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to an audio, video, or live version of the text, including contrasting what they “see” and “hear” when reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch.

· Grade 6: SL. 3. Unit 1 Week 1 Day 3 Mini Lesson: Extend the Comprehension Strategy: Identify Unstated Main Idea and Supporting Details. The lesson asks students to figure out the main idea of a passage using identifying details; however, the standard asks students to delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are supported by reason and evidence from claims that are not.

· Grade 6: L. 3b. Unit 1 Week 1 Day 3 Mini Lesson: Extend the Comprehension Strategy: Identify Unstated Main Idea and Supporting Details. The lesson asks students to figure out the main idea of a passage using identifying details; however, the standard asks students to maintain consistency in style and tone.
Criterion 3: Social Content
The program conforms to the Standards for Evaluating Instructional Materials for Social Content, 2000 Edition. There were no citations for social content violations.

Criterion 4: Accuracy
The program materials were found to be accurate, use proper grammar and spelling, and be free of errors.

 Criterion 5: Assessment

The program’s assessments are present and provide sufficient evidence for teachers to evaluate student progress toward proficiency in the content outlined in the CCSS.

Citations:
· Grade K-6: Informal Assessment for Vocabulary Development, pp. 13-31.

· Grade K: Comprehension Strategy Assessment Levels A-E/1-8, pre-test, p. 8.

· Grade 2: Comprehension Strategy Assessment Levels J-M/18-28, post-test, p. 70.

· Grade 4: Volume 2, Unit 7, Day 5, Constructed Written Response, p. 13.

· Grade 6: Volume 1, Unit 5, Day 1, Fluency and Comprehension Quick Check, p. 4.

Criterion 6: Universal Access

The program presents comprehensive guidance for teachers in providing effective, efficient instruction for all students. Program provides access to a standards-based curriculum for all students, including English-learners, advanced-learners, students below grade level in reading and writing skills, and students with disabilities.

Citations:
· Grade 1: Volume 2, Unit 6, Day 3, Make Content Comprehensible for ELLs, p. 10.

· Grade 2: Volume 1, Unit 3, Day 1, Support Special Needs Learners, p. 4.

· Grade 3: Volume 2, Unit 9, Day 5, Make Content Comprehensible for ELLs, p. 13.

· Grade 4: Volume 2, Unit 7, Day 2, Make Content Comprehensible for ELLs, p. 6.

· Grade 5: Volume 1, Unit 4, Day1, Support Special Needs Learners, p. 4.
Criterion 7: Instructional Support

This program does not provide clear instruction for teachers on how to use and integrate the supplemental instructional materials.

Citations:

· Grade K: Teacher Resource System, Volume 2, Unit 6, Fix-Up Monitoring/Summarize Information Strategies and Skills at a Glance. Instructions are provided as to how to implement the program, but no guidance to teachers on how to integrate into existing district programs and use as a supplemental instructional program.
· Grade 1: Teacher Resource System, Volume 1, Unit 1, Small-Group Reading Instructional Planner. Instructions are provided as to how to implement the program, but no guidance to teachers on how to integrate into existing district programs and use as a supplemental instructional program.
· Grade 2: Teacher Resource System, Volume 2, Unit 8, Determine Text Importance/Compare and Contrast Week 1 at a Glance. Instructions are provided as to how to implement the program, but no guidance to teachers on how to integrate into existing district programs and use as a supplemental instructional program.

· Grade 2: Teacher Resource System, Volume 2, Unit 10, Make Inferences/Draw Conclusions Strategies and Skills at a Glance. Instructions are provided as to how to implement the program, but no guidance to teachers on how to integrate into existing district programs and use as a supplemental instructional program.

· Grade 4: Teacher Resource System, Volume 2, Unit 6, Make Connections/Identify Cause and Effect Strategies and Skills at a Glance. Instructions are provided as to how to implement the program, but no guidance to teachers on how to integrate into existing district programs and use as a supplemental instructional program.

· Grade 5: Teacher Resource System, Volume 1, Unit 4, Fix-Up Monitoring/Summarize Strategies and Skills at a Glance. Instructions are provided as to how to implement the program, but no guidance to teachers on how to integrate into existing district programs and use as a supplemental instructional program.
· Grade 6: Teacher Resource System, Volume 2, Unit 10, Ask Questions/Make Judgments Strategies and Skills at a Glance. Instructions are provided as to how to implement the program, but no guidance to teachers on how to integrate into existing district programs and use as a supplemental instructional program.
Edits and Corrections:

No edits and corrections.
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