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Program Summary:

StudySync (Program 2) includes: connected.mcgraw-hill.com (includes Thematic and ELD Units, Engrade for StudySync), Reading/Writing Workshop, Literature Anthology, Leveled Readers, Close Reading Companion, Your Turn Practice Book, Workstation Activity cards, Decodable readers, Teacher’s Editions http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com: Resources.
Recommendation:

StudySync (Program 2) is recommended for adoption. The program includes content specified in the CA CCSS for ELA and the CA ELD Standards, as appropriate for the program type, meets all identified standards in Criterion 1 fully, all identified standards in Criterion 2 fully, and meets all the Criteria in Category 1 with strengths in Categories 2–5. Edits and corrections required as a condition of adoption are listed on the last page of this document under the “Edits and Corrections” section.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
The program supports teaching to the CA CCSS for ELA and CA ELD Standards and covers all of the evaluation criteria in Category 1. 

Citations:
· Criterion #1: Grade 6, RL.6.1: Thematic Unit 1: Island of Blue Dolphins, Textual Evidence; Grade 7, RI.7.6: Thematic Unit 2: Reality TV and Society, Skill: Author’s Purpose and Point of View; Grade 8, W.8.1b: Thematic Unit 2, Extended Writing Project, Argumentative Writing.

· Criterion #2: Grade 6, PI.6.1.Ex: ELD Unit 1: Turning Points, Extended Oral Project, Give Feedback; Grade 7, PI.7.2.Em: ELD Unit 1: In Pursuit, Instructional Path: The Hobbit, Skill Summarizing; Grade 8, PI.8.4.Em: ELD Unit 1: Suspense! Extended Oral Project, Refine Language.

· Criterion #3: Grade 6, ELD Unit 1: Turning Points, Extended Oral Project, Give Feedback; Grade 7, Designated ELD, Unit 1: In Pursuit, Instructional Path: Barrio Boy, Skill: Express Opinions; Grade 8, ELD Unit 2: In Time of War, Instructional Path: Sarah’s Neighbor, Re-Read 2.

· Criterion #8: Grade 6, ELD Unit 1: Turning Points, Instructional Path: I Never Had It Made, Skill: Informational Text Structure; Grade 7, ELD Unit 1: In Pursuit: Instructional Path, Barrio Boy, Skill: Informational Text Elements; Grade 8, ELD Unit 1: Suspense! Instructional Path: Sorry, Wrong Number, Skill: Language Choices.

· Criterion #20: Grade 6, ELD Unit 1: Turning Points, Extended Oral Project, Give Feedback; Grade 7, ELD Unit 1: In Pursuit, Instructional Path: Barrio Boy, Re-Read 1; Grade 8, ELD Unit 1: Suspense! Instructional Path: How to Create Suspense, Re-Read 1.

· Criterion #21: Grade 6, ELD Unit 3: Facing Challenges, Instructional Path: A Wrinkle in Time, Reread 1; Grade 7, ELD Unit 1: In Pursuit, Extended Oral Project, Add Details; Grade 8, ELD Unit 2: In Time of War, Extended Oral Project, Refine Language.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and design of the instructional materials allow teachers to teach the content efficiently and effectively, while providing structure for what students should learn each year.
Citations:
· Criterion #1: Grade 6, ELA/ELD, Unit 1: Turning Points, Pacing Guide; Grade 7, ELA/ELD, Unit 3: Justice Served, Pacing Guide; Grade 8, ELA/ELD, Unit 4: The Civil War, Pacing Guide.
· Criterion #4: Grades 6–8, Core Program Guide, Program Overview, pp 3–10, Designated ELD, pp. 77–87.
· Criterion #9: Grade 6, Thematic Unit 2: Ancient Realms, Instructional Path: The Lightning Thief, First Read; Grade 7, Thematic Unit 2: The Powers That Be, Extended Writing Project; Grade 8, Thematic Unit 2: In Time of War, Extended Writing Project, Skill: Supporting Details.

· Criterion #11: Grade 6, Thematic Unit 1: Turning Points, Instructional Path: Warriors Don’t Cry, Blast: Equal Education; Grade 7, Thematic Unit 3: Justice Served, Instructional Path: Mother Jones: Fierce Fighter for Workers’ Rights, Skill: Informational Text Elements.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials assist teachers in using assessments for planning instruction, determining effective flexible grouping strategies, implementing other strategies for meeting the instructional needs of all students, and measuring the effectiveness of instruction through progress monitoring.
Citations:
· Criterion #1d: Grade 6, ELA Assessments, Core ELA Assessments, “Answer Keys, Exemplars, Anchor Papers,” pp. 21–23, 40–43, 62–64, 84–86, “Rubrics,” pp. 87–89; Grades 6–8, Core Program Guide, “Assessment,” pp. 95–104.

· Criterion #3: Grade 6–8, LAS Links Second Edition Placement Test Examiner’s Guide; Grade 7, “Placement and Diagnostic Assessment,” pp. 3–5, 52–56.
· Criterion #5: Grade 8, ELA Assessments, Core ELA Assessments, “Answer Keys, Exemplars, Anchor Papers,” pp. 20–22, 64–66, 85–87, “Rubrics,” pp. 88–90.

· Criterion #7: Grade 6, Engrade for StudySync, My Test Library, ELD, Grade 6, Unit 1, Assessment 1, Preview, Start Test; Grade 7, ELD Assessment, “Scripts,” pp. 1–4, “Answer Keys,” pp. 48–53, “Anchor Papers,” pp. 54–56, “Rubrics,” pp. 57–67.

Criteria Category 4: Universal Access 

Program materials ensure universal and equitable access to high-quality curriculum and instruction for all students, so they can meet or exceed the expectations as described in the CA CCSS for ELA and the CA ELD Standards, provide teachers with the necessary content and pedagogical tools to teach all students the CA CCSS for ELA, and help all English learners to achieve proficiency with the CA ELD Standards. 
Citations:
· Criterion #3a: Grade 6–8, Core Program Guide, “Foundational Skills,” pp. 48–51, “Students with Special Needs,” “Instructional Small Group & Tutorial Instruction for Settings,” p. 88; “Online Assignment and Customizable Student Groups,” p. 104.
· Criterion #3c: Grade 6–8, Core Program Guide, “Students with Special Needs,” pp. 88–94; Grade 6–8, Core Program Guide, “Approaching and Beyond Grade Level Learners,” pp. 70–71; Grade 6–8, Professional Development Platform, StudySync California Implementation Module 6: Accessibility for All, StudySync’s Universal Access Features. 
· Criterion #3d: Grade 6, Foundational Skills Fluency, pp. 74–98,110–128; Grade 7, Standard English Learners Handbook, pp. 2–59; Grade 8, Vocabulary Workbook, pp. 13–22, 45–56.
· Criterion #5: Grade 6–8, Professional Development Platform, StudySync California Implementation Module 6: Accessibility for All—Using Multiple Methods to Demonstrate Learning; Grade 6–8, Professional Development Platform StudySync California Implementation Module 6 Accessibility for All Implementation Class Wide Peer Tutoring; Grade 6–8, Core Program Guide, “Students with Special Needs & Students with Disabilities,” pp.88–90.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Teacher Support
The instructional materials contain a clear road map for teachers to follow when planning instruction. They are designed to help teachers provide effective standards-based instruction and ensure opportunities for all students to learn the essential skills and knowledge specified for in the CA CCSS for ELA and the CA ELD Standards.
Citations:
· Criterion #3: Grade 6, ELA/ELD, Unit 1: Turning Points, Pacing Guide; Grade 7, ELA/ELD, Unit 1: In Pursuit, Pacing Guide; Grade 8, ELA/ELD, Unit 3: A Moral Compass, Pacing Guide.

· Criterion #7: Grades 6–8, LAS Links Second Edition Placement Test Examiner’s Guide; Grade 9, ELD Assessment, “Scripts,” pp. 1–4, “Answer Keys,” pp. 37–42, “Anchor Papers,” pp. 43–45, “Rubrics,” pp. 46–51.

· Criterion #10: Grade 7, ELD Overview, Text Complexity, pp. 3–27; Grade 8, Thematic Unit 1: Suspense! Instructional Path: The Monkey’s Paw, Teacher Overview, Access Complex.

· Criterion #14: Grade 6, ELD, Unit 2: Ancient Realms, Instructional Path: The Lightning Thief, Re-Read 2; Grade 7, Thematic Unit 1: In Pursuit, Instructional Path: Barrio Boy, Skill: Central or Main Idea; Grade 8, ELD, Unit 2: In Time of War, Instructional Path: The Diary of Anne Frank: A Play.
· Criterion #26: Grade 6, ELD, Unit 1: Turning Points, Instructional Path: Lost Island, Skill: Verbs and Verb Phrases; Grades 6–8, Core Program Guide, “Student Binder,” “Anonymous Peer Review, pp. 53–54; Grade 8, ELD, Unit 2: In Time of War, Instructional Path: Sarah’s Neighbor, Skill: Summarizing; Grade 8, Thematic Unit 4: The Civil War, Instructional Path: Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglas, An American Slave, Skill: Figurative Language.
Edits and Corrections:
The following edits and corrections must be made as a condition of adoption.

1. Grade 6, Thematic Unit 2: Perseus, Skill: Tone student model section says, “force readers,” should say “forces readers” 
2. Grade 6, Thematic Unit 3: Les Miserables, Theme, student model section says, “Valjean does behaves dishonorably,” should say “Valjean does behave dishonorably”.
3. Grade 6, Thematic Unit 3, Teacher Lesson, #4, Think SyncTV Style Discussions: “episodes they have seen, Stress”. Comma should be a period.

4. Grade 6, Thematic Unit 3, Teacher Lesson, discussion prompt 1: “Is the the different approach,” redundant “the”.

5. Grade 6, Thematic Unit 3, Instructional Path: A Wrinkle in Time, Skill: Plot, student model line reads, “Where the Meg’s father is…” Remove “the”.
6. Grade 6, ELD, Unit 3, Extended Oral Project, Give Feedback, Access 1–3, Listening Skills Checklist: Directions say, “check the box,” but there are no boxes.

7. Grade 6, ELD, Unit 4, Instructional Path, The Story Behind the Bus, First Read: No bolded words in student read section.
8. Grade 7, Thematic Unit 1, In Pursuit, The Other Side of the Sky, Textual Evidence, Model: “clamorat” should be “clamor at”.

9. Grade 7, Thematic Unit 1: The Call of the Wild, Close Read Skills focus #4 says, “the, actor in the…” should say “the actor in the…”
10. Grade 7, Unit 1, Pacing Guide: Bottom right of every page says “Grade 6”.

11. Grade 7, Unit 1, Alternative Pacing Guide: Bottom right of every page says “Grade 6”.

12. Grade 7, Thematic Unit 4: Getting Along, Instructional Path, California Invasive Plant Inventory, Skill: Central or Main Idea, Teacher: 1. Define—Read and Discuss. “…use these questions to spur discussion among you students” should be “your students”. 

13. Grade 7, Thematic Unit 4, Lesson Plan, 2. Model – Core Path, #4: “…noe any unfamiliar vocabulary” should be “note”.

14. Grade 7, Thematic Unit 4, Teacher Intro Core Path, fourth sentence: “…to compare the precis meaning” should be “precise.” Double period after “read”.
15. Grade 8, Thematic Unit 1: Cujo, Close Read: Write section says, “What inferences did you make in the text passage are retained or abandoned in the film version?” Should be, “What inferences did you make in the text passage that are retained or abandoned in the film version?”
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