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March 16, 2015 
 
 

Dear Carl D. Perkins Directors:  
 

TRANSITION OF FEDERAL PERKINS DATA COLLECTION 
 

Historically, local educational agencies (LEAs) have submitted data for federal Carl D. 
Perkins reporting via paper and then more recently electronically through the Perkins 
Data System (PDS). It is now time to transition Perkins reporting to the California 
Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS) in a continued effort to reduce 
the overall reporting burden on LEAs and to increase data integrity. 
 
The California Department of Education (CDE) plans to transition to CALPADS both 
Perkins 101 E1 which reports on Career Technical Education (CTE) participants, 
concentrators, and completers at the end of a school year, and Perkins 101 E2 which 
reports postsecondary follow-up information on students who graduated in the prior year 
as CTE completers. This letter describes the process for transitioning from PDS to 
CALPADS; the timeline for the transition is summarized in the attached table. 
 
2014–15 Perkins Cohort: E1 Parallel Collection, E2 Traditional Collection 
 
In 2014–15 the CDE will collect Perkins data through both the CALPADS End-of-Year 
(EOY) 1 submission (this coming spring) and PDS. The CDE’s CTE Administration and 
Management Office will compare the data submitted through CALPADS to the data 
submitted in the PDS E1 submission and will provide LEAs the results so that LEAs 
may work internally to increase the accuracy of data reported.  
 
The goal is to have comparable 2014–15 Perkins data between the two systems during 
the upcoming parallel reporting year. In this parallel collection year, PDS data will be 
used for Perkins reporting. However, it is critical that all LEAs submit course completion 
and CTE data to CALPADS pursuant to the documented definitions, since these data 
will be used for the Perkins E1 reporting next year. In submitting CTE related data to 
CALPADS, LEAs should ensure the following:   
 

 All records submitted for CTE concentrators or CTE completers meet the 
definitions for “concentrator” and “completer” as outlined in the CALPADS Data 
Guide, which is located on the CDE CALPADS System Documentation Web 
page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sp/cl/systemdocs.asp. LEAs should not submit 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sp/cl/systemdocs.asp
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these records based on locally developed, alternative definitions of CTE 
concentrators and completers. 
 

 All CTE completers have successfully completed a capstone course in their 
pathway. 

 

 All students completing CTE courses have been reported in the Student Course 
Section Completion File in order for them to be counted as CTE “participants.” 

 
To increase the integrity of the data in CALPADS, the following new Input Validation 
Rule (IVR) and Certification Validation Rule (CVR) will be in place for the spring 2015 
CALPADS EOY 1 submission: 
 

 An IVR requiring that a student reported as a CTE completer has also 
successfully completed a capstone CTE course in the pathway in the same 
academic year. 
 

 A CVR requiring all Carl Perkins Grant recipients to submit a Student CTE file to 
report concentrators and completers. 

 
2015–2016 Perkins Cohort: E1 CALPADS Collection, E2 Parallel Collection 
 
For the 2015–16 Perkins Cohort, the CDE will discontinue the PDS collection for E1 and 
will use CALPADS data for Perkins E1 reporting. For EOY 1 in 2016, CALPADS 
certification reports will be modified or created to enable LEAs to review and certify the 
data that will be submitted to meet federal reporting requirements, including non-
traditional gender course and capstone course enrollments, and pregnant or parenting 
subgroups. 
 
For Perkins E2 reporting, the CDE will use the follow-up data that LEAs submit to PDS 
on students reported as completers and who graduated in 2016. In addition, a new 
CALPADS Fall 3 collection will be implemented to collect the same data in CALPADS. 
This collection will take place between December 2016 and March 2017. The CDE will 
compare the data collected in the two systems and provide LEAs the results so that 
LEAs may work internally to increase the accuracy of data reported.  

 
2016–17: E1 and E2 CALPADS Collection 
 
Beginning with the 2016–17 Perkins Cohort, the CDE currently plans to collect data for 
both the Perkins E1 and E2 at the student level through CALPADS. Data for E1 will be 
collected through the EOY 1 collection (which takes place from June 2017 to September 
2017), and data for E2 will be collected through a new Fall 3 collection (which will take 
place from December 2017 to March 2018).  
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Training and Technical Assistance 
 
Based on analysis of the 2011–12 and 2012–13 data reported through CALPADS and 
PDS, the CDE found significant differences in the data reported by LEAs in the two 
systems. In order to improve Perkins data quality, this spring the CDE will provide 
training for CTE coordinators, CALPADS administrators, and appropriate district 
administrators on how to correctly report CTE courses/students to CALPADS. A training 
schedule will be sent to appropriate staff when it has been finalized. 
  
It is critical that CTE and CALPADS LEA staff work together not only during the 
transition, but in the future when CALPADS data are used to meet federal Perkins 
reporting requirements. We look forward to working with you and your staff over the next 
three years as we make this transition, and we thank you in advance for your 
commitment to this process. If you have any questions, please contact Carolyn Zachry, 
Education Administrator, Career Technical Education Administration and Management 
Office, by phone at 916-323-5042 or e-mail at czachry@cde.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ /s/ 
 
Russell Weikle, Director Cindy Kazanis, Director 
Career and College Transition Division   Educational Data Management Division 
 
RW/CK:cz 
Attachments 
 
cc: LEA CALPADS Administrators 
 

mailto:czachry@cde.ca.gov
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Transition of Perkins Reporting from PDS to CALPADS 
Summary of Timeline 

 

 

 
2014–15 

Perkins Cohort 
E1 Parallel Collection 

E2 PDS 

 
2015–16 

Perkins Cohort 
E1 CALPADS 

E2 Parallel Collection 
 

 
2016–17 

Perkins Cohort 
E1 CALPADS 
E2 CALPADS 

E1 

CALPADS 

 2014–15 participants, 
concentrators, 
completers collected in 
CALPADS EOY 1 
(June – Sept 2015) 

 2015–16 participants, 
concentrators, 
completers collected in 
CALPADS EOY 1 
(June – Sept 2016) 

 

 CALPADS data used 
for Perkins E1 
reporting 

 CALPADS EOY 1 used 
for Perkins E1 reporting 

PDS 

 Same data collected in 
PDS (Dec 2015) 
 

 PDS data used for 
Perkins E1 reporting 

 No data collected in 
PDS 

 PDS E1 data collection 
discontinued 

E2 

CALPADS 

 No collection in 
CALPADS 

 Follow-up information 
on 2015–16 
completers who 
graduated in 2016 
collected in new Fall 3 
CALPADS collection 
(Dec 2016 – Mar 2017) 

 CALPADS Fall 3 used for 
Perkins E2 reporting 

PDS 

 6 month follow-up 
information on  
2014–15 completers 
who graduated in 2015 
collected in PDS 
(Jan – Mar 2016)  

 Follow-up information 
on 2015–16 
completers who 
graduated in 2016 
collected in PDS   
(Jan – Mar 2017) 
 

 PDS data used for 
Perkins E2 reporting 

 PDS E2 data collection 
discontinued 
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PERKINS DATA/ CALPADS TRAINING DATES 

It is very important that your team include the following:  Perkins 
Coordinators, Perkins Data Personnel, CALPADS 
Administrator(s) and staff, district level administrator responsible 
for data submissions. 

 
April 29, 2015 
 
Fresno County Office of Education (COE) 
Center for Advanced Research Technology  
2555 Clovis Avenue 
Clovis, CA 93612 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 
 

April 30, 2015 
 
San Luis Costal COE 
Rancho El Chorro Outdoor School 
2450 Pennington Creek Road  
San Luis Obispo CA 93405 
9 a.m. to noon 
 
 

May 4, 2015 
  
Sacramento COE 
Mather Room  
10474 Mather Boulevard  
Mather, CA 95655 
9 a.m. to noon 
 
 

May 5, 2015 
 
Alameda COE 
313 Westwentin Rm 142/ Board Room 
Hayward, CA 94544 
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m 
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May 7, 2015 
 

Shasta COE 
Junction Elementary School 
9087 Deschutes Road 
Palo Cedro, CA 96070 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 
 

May 11, 2015 
 
Poway USD 
15250 Avenue of Science  
San Diego, CA 92128 
9 a.m. to noon 
 
 
 

May 12, 2015 
 
Chaffey Joint Union High 
211 West 5th Street 
Ontario, CA  91762 
9 a.m. to noon 

 

 
 


