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Local Educational Agency (LEA) partners for the “Now is the Time” Project AWARE (Advancing Wellness and Resilience in Education) Cooperative Agreements

The California Department of Education (CDE) intends to apply for the Department of Health and Human Services Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration’s (SAMHSA) “Now is the Time” Project AWARE State Educational Agency Grant (NITT-AWARE-SEA).

Eligibility for the “Now is the Time” Project AWARE State Educational Agency Grant
Eligible applicants are:
State Educational Agencies (SEA) as defined by section 9101(41) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act; and
Applicants for this grant announcement are required to also apply for the U.S. Department of Education (ED) SEA School Climate Transformation grant or applications will be screened out. 
NOTE: The announcement number and hyperlink to the ED Request for Applications has been posted on the SAMHSA Web site at http://beta.samhsa.gov.
As part of President Obama’s plan to protect our children and our communities by reducing gun violence, released on January 16, 2013, the President’s Administration is calling for a new initiative, Project AWARE; to improve mental health services by ensuring students and young adults get treatment for mental health issues.  
President’ Obama’s plan is to reach 750,000 young people through programs that provide for the early identification of mental illness and referral to treatment. This initiative has two parts:
1. Provide “Mental Health First Aid” (MHFA) training for teachers: Project AWARE includes $15 million for training for teachers and other adults who interact with youth to detect and respond to mental illness in children and young adults, including how to encourage adolescents and families experiencing these problems to seek treatment.  
There are two types of MHFA courses—adult and youth. The Adult MHFA course is appropriate for individuals, eighteen years of age and older. The adult curriculum is available in both Spanish and English.  

Youth MHFA (YMHFA), as distinguished from the Adult MHFA curriculum, is designed to teach parents, family members, caregivers, teachers, school staff, peers, neighbors, health and human services workers, emergency responders, and other caring citizens how to help an adolescent (age twelve to eighteen) who is experiencing a mental health or addictions challenge or is in crisis.  

2. Make sure students with signs of mental illness get referred to treatment: Project 

AWARE also includes $40 million to help school districts work with law enforcement, mental health agencies, and other local organizations to assure students with mental health issues or other behavioral issues are referred to the services they need. This initiative builds on strategies that, for over a decade, have proven to decrease violence in schools and increase the number of students receiving mental health services.

The President’s Plan can be found at http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/docs/wh_now_is_the_time_full.pdf.

The purpose of the initiative is to build and expand the capacity of SEAs to increase awareness of mental health issues among school-aged youth, provide training for school personnel and other adults who interact with school-aged youth to detect and respond to mental health issues in children and young adults, and connect children, youth, and families who may have behavioral health issues with appropriate services. Therefore, eligibility for this program is limited to SEAs since they are uniquely qualified to reach school-aged students statewide and build the capacity of the program to reach more students.
The intent of NITT-AWARE-SEA is to develop a comprehensive, coordinated, and integrated program for advancing wellness and resilience in educational settings for school-aged youth.  

The NITT-AWARE-SEA grant application can be found at http://beta.samhsa.gov/grants/grant-announcements/sm-14-018 

Primary Requirement
As part of the application process, the SEA will select three LEAs to partner with and develop a coordinated and integrated plan of services and strategies to address the NITT-AWARE-SEA goals and objectives. The SEA should describe in their application how Project AWARE will address the needs of high-need LEAs.  

These three LEAs must also demonstrate readiness and investment in engaging in these required activities and willingness to work collaboratively with the state in the development and implementation of the comprehensive plan. 

· “Readiness” is defined as the ability of each LEA to identify the mental health need priorities of their children and youth. 
· “Willingness” is defined as the capacity of each LEA to work with other sectors of the community to implement an intervention, strategy, or approach that addresses the mental health needs of school-aged children or creates safe and respectful school climates.
The CDE has received several inquiries from LEAs throughout the state expressing an interest in partnering with the CDE on this funding application. In order to ensure the CDE has reached all eligible and interested LEAs within California, the CDE is releasing this Request for Consideration (RFC).

The three LEAs will be selected via the RFC process in an expeditious mode due to the timeframe for the CDE to meet SAMHSA’s deadline of June 16, 2014. 

Request for Consideration General Information

Project Title: Now is the Time” Project AWARE (Advancing Wellness and Resilience in Education) Cooperative Agreements
Release Date: April 15, 2014 

Due Date: June 16, 2014

All RFCs must be received by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 27, 2014, to be considered as one of the partnering LEAs for this project. Please submit completed RFC via e-mail to mnepomuceno@cde.ca.gov. The CDE expects to announce the results on Thursday, May 29, 2014.

Request for Consideration Contents
Interested LEAs must submit the attached Assurances Form and narrative response by Tuesday, May 27, 2014, by 5:00 p.m. PST.

Narrative 
Please submit a narrative statement about the LEAs willingness and readiness to partner with the CDE on this funding application. The response must be limited to no more than six (6) double-spaced pages with Arial 11-point font and 1” inch margins.

1. A statement of the LEA’s need to address student mental health issues. Include demographics, brief description of the community surrounding the LEA, available resources, common needs of students and families, and common trends in mental health needs.

2. A statement of the “willingness” of the LEA to collaborate with the CDE, the other two LEAs and respective local communities and agencies to implement the MHFA/YMHFA, additional interventions, strategies, or approaches that address the mental health needs of school-aged children and creates safe and respectful school climates. Describe a general plan for prioritizing and scheduling the MHFA/YMHFA training for all school staff. 

3. A statement of the “readiness” to implement the NITT-AWARE-SEA and train all school personnel, including, but not limited to, classroom teachers, district and site administrators, directors, Pupil Personnel Services staff: school nurses, mental health professionals, counselors, school social workers, Child Welfare and Attendance Supervisors, special education staff, 504 Administrators, and classified staff: school secretaries, attendance workers, registrars, and campus/playground monitors, cafeteria workers, bus drivers, afterschool staff, emergency responders, police, firefighters, emergency services staff, parents, caregivers, and other youth-serving adults in MHFA/YMHFA.  
“Readiness” is defined as the ability of each LEA to (1) acknowledge the impact of mental wellness on academics and student success (2) identify the mental health need priorities of their children and youth (3) prepare to meet the mental health needs of children and youth (4) engage all school staff in meeting the mental health needs of children and youth.  

This “willingness” and “readiness” includes the ability of the LEA to conduct a needs assessment and provide environmental scan data to the CDE within a tight timeframe (before June 6, 2014) if selected as a recipient. This includes the ability to gather, analyze, and report current data and information, including risk and protective factors, about the characteristics and needs of school-aged youth, schools, and communities in which NITT-AWARE-SEA services will be implemented. The needs assessment must include the following information: 
· A description of characteristics and demographics of the LEA and respective local communities’ schools, school-aged youth, and families to be served.

· A description of the individual, family, school, and community risk and protective factors that have an impact on the population to be served and that correspond to the NITT-AWARE-SEA Program.

· A description of the LEAs and communities’ needs and gaps, including any challenges related to the accessibility to or quality of services related to the NITT-AWARE-SEA Program.

· A description of the availability of school- and community-based mental health services.

The environmental scan is an internal and external review of systems and programs at both the state and local community level that serve school-aged youth and their families. The environmental scan identifies the available resources, systems, and programs within LEA.
4. A description of how access to mental health services will improve as a result of the LEA-CDE partnership and the NITT-AWARE-SEA funding. 

5. A brief statement of how the LEA plans to obtain the Letters of Commitment (LOC) from the required agencies, and a description of any relationship or history of collaboration with such agencies.  

Request for Consideration Assurances and Local Educational Agency Information
	Local Educational Agency Information

	Local Educational Agency (LEA) Name:


	Employer/Taxpayer Identification Number (EIN/TIN):


	Street Address, City, Zip Code, County:


	Phone Number:


	Web Site Address:


	Does the LEA participate in the California School Climate, Health, and Learning Survey (CAL-SCHLS) System?

	Have LEA staff members previously participated in MHFA training?



	Have LEA staff previously participated in any Training Educators through Recognition and Identification Strategies (TETRIS)?

	Does the LEA’s local School Attendance Review Board (SARB) include a mental health representative?

	Does the LEA have a school-based health center? If so, are mental health services provided?

	Does the LEA have a mental health provider that serves general education students?



	Has the LEA received any funding from the California Mental Health Services Authority (CalMHSA)?

	Contact Information for Individual Acting as the Liaison for the Request for Consideration

	Name (Print):


	Title:


	Phone Number:


	E-mail Address:


	Information of Authorized Representative

	Name of Authorized Representative (Print):


	Signature of Authorized Representative:


	Title of Authorized Representative:


	Phone Number:


	E-mail address




As a duly authorized representative of the LEA, I certify the following:

1. The LEA has identified a liaison with the CDE to provide all necessary information for the grant application and this liaison will respond to all data requests within 24 hours from the initial request for the period beginning June 6, 2014 through June 15, 2014. It is the expectation that this liaison will be responsive and available to all inquiries required by the CDE to complete the NITT-AWARE-SEA grant application.

2. By the close of business on June 6, 2014, the LEA will obtain signed LOCs from the LEA’s authorized representative, county mental health agency, local mental health partners, local juvenile justice agency, local law enforcement agency, SARBs, any other identified partner. 

The LOCs must include the following information:

· The organizational capacity of the agency or authority and its commitment to supporting the NITT-AWARE-SEA Program.
· A statement of the willingness of the agency or authority to partner and collaborate on NITT-AWARE-SEA Program.
· A description of the available resources, including staff, from each agency or authority that can be leveraged to support the development and implementation of the NITT-AWARE-SEA Coordination and Integration Plan.
· A description of past experience with building collaborative relationships that engage state and community members in developing and implementing child and youth-focused programs.
· Identify a representative to serve as a member of the State Management Team 
Responsibility of the Local Educational Agency 

If funded, the LEA required activities are:

· Identify an LEA Manager to lead the project and be the liaison with the NITT-AWARE-SEA Project Coordinator and State Management Team. The LEA Manager should have experience managing projects between local service systems and have expertise in the field of education, mental health, substance abuse, or juvenile justice.
· Assist the CDE in training school personnel and other adults who interact with school-aged youth in MHFA/YMHFA.

· Work with the CDE and its partners to develop the NITT-AWARE-SEA Coordination and Integration Plan.
· Identify available mental health resources within the community for use by school-aged youth and their families. 

· Implement the CDE Coordination and Integration Plan Program(s) and strategies designed to meet the goals and objectives of NITT-AWARE-SEA.
· Identify and implement community outreach and other engagement strategies to increase participation in MHFA/YMHFA training and access to diverse populations.

· Develop and implement a mental health services referral system to ensure that school-aged youth who need services can receive them.

· Collect and report all data required by the CDE evaluation and local data that is important for ongoing quality improvement and sustainability. 
NOTE: Baseline data for all performance measures must be collected prior to actual program implementation.

· Fully participate with the CDE in the national multi-site evaluation (MSE), including but not limited to: ongoing training on the MSE protocols, data collection, management and reporting procedures, and common data collection tools and measures; collect and report data; enter data into the MSE Web-based portal; and participate in periodic telephone interviews and/or site-visits by the MSE team.
I certify to the statements contained in the list of Assurances and the statements herein are true, complete, and accurate to the best of my knowledge. 

I also agree to comply with any resulting terms if I accept an award resulting from the NITT-AWARE-SEA grant.

	Name (Print):


	Title:


	Signature:


	Date:
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