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Purpose 
 
Pursuant to the 2009 Budget Act (Item 6110-196-0001, Provision 11, Chapter 1, 
Statutes of 2009), the California Department of Education (CDE) is submitting the 
following status report on the implementation of the Centralized Eligibility List (CEL) in 
each county. In accordance with the provisions of the Budget Act, this report will include 
but not be limited to, the cost of implementation, operation, and number of children and 
families on the list for each county.  
 
 
Centralized Eligibility List Data 
 
Each county CEL is required to collect and report data to the State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction (SSPI). This report provides data reported on June 30, 2010, and only 
includes actively waiting children and families who are income eligible for subsidized 
child care and development services pursuant to California Education Code (EC), 
Section 8263.1, unless otherwise noted.  
 
 
Number of Families and Children Waiting on Centralized Eligibility Lists 
 
The CEL data indicates there were 187,516 children and 131,885 families waiting on 
the CEL on June 30, 2010, compared to 194,460 children and 134,880 families on June 
30, 2009.  

 

 

Number of 
Families 
Waiting on 
the CEL  

 
Number of 
Children Waiting 
on the CEL  

 
State Unadjusted 
Unemployment 
Rate 3 

June 30, 2009 1 134,880 194,460 11.6% 

June 30, 2010 2 131,885 187,516 12.3% 
1CDE 2009 Status Report on the Implementation of County Centralized 
Eligibility Lists document at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/ci/documents/cellegrpt09.doc  
2 Appendix B and Appendix E of this report for specific 2010 information 
3 State of California Employment Development Department News Release, 
July 16, 2010, at http://www.edd.ca.gov/About_EDD/pdf/urate201007.pdf 
(Outside Source) 

 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/ci/documents/cellegrpt09.doc
http://www.edd.ca.gov/About_EDD/pdf/urate201007.pdf
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The data does not point to one specific reason for the slight decrease in the number of 
children and families waiting on the CEL. The chart below lists the reasons families 
gave in June 2010, for needing care. 
 
 
Characteristics of Families Waiting on Centralized Eligibility Lists 
 
Of the 131,885 families waiting for care, the reported reason for needing subsidized 
child care services is as follows: 
 

 
Reason for Needing Care  

Number of  
Active Families Percent 

Working 100,438 76%  

Actively seeking employment 38,578 29% 

Education or training 23,214 18% 

Seeking permanent housing 2,370 2% 

Incapacitated 3,416 3% 

Looking for part-day educational 
preschool program 31,926 24% 

Child protective services 987 1% 

Note: Families could have indicated more than one reason for needing 
care; therefore, percentages listed on this table do not add up to 100 
percent. See Appendix B for specific county information. 

 
As in 2009, the two major reasons waiting families in 2010 cite for needing services is 
either because they were working (76 percent) or actively seeking employment (29 
percent).  
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In 2010, the number of families who reported they were working is slightly lower than 
the number of families reported at the same point in time last year as shown in the 
following table. 
 

Comparison of Data from 
2009 and 2010 Status Reports 

 
Reason for Needing 
Care 

Number of  
Active Families  
at June 30, 20091 

Number of  
Active Families 
at June 30, 20102 

 
 
Difference 

Working 104,537 100,438 -4,099 

Actively seeking 
employment 

37,884 38,578 +694 

1See Appendix B of the CDE 2009 Status Report on the Implementation of 
County Centralized Eligibility Lists document at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/ci/documents/cellegrpt09.doc for specific 
information. 
2 See Appendix B of this report for specific information. 

 
According to the California Employment Development Department’s July 16, 2010 news 
release found at http://www.edd.ca.gov/About_EDD/pdf/urate201007.pdf (Outside 
Source), there were 132,000 more people unemployed in California in June 2010, as 
compared to June 2009. This could explain the slight drop in the number of families that 
reported needing child care and development services. The increase in unemployment 
could also explain the increase of 694 families who reported they were actively seeking 
employment in 2010, as compared to 2009. One could expect that as California’s 
economy improves, there will be an increase in the number of families that need child 
care and development services because they are working. 
 
 
Characteristics of Children Who Are Waiting on Centralized Eligibility Lists 
 
In order to be consistent with the implementation of the new California State Preschool 
Program (CSPP) created by Assembly Bill 2759, Chapter 308, Statutes of 2008, this 
year’s status report disaggregates the number of children actively waiting according to 
updated age groupings. As a result of the CSPP, five center-based contracts that 
previously served three- and four-year-old children were consolidated into one contract. 
In order to account for programmatic changes brought about by the implementation of 
the new CSPP, this report displays the following age groups: 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/ci/documents/cellegrpt09.doc
http://www.edd.ca.gov/About_EDD/pdf/urate201007.pdf
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• Zero to three years of age 
• Three to five years of age 
• Five years of age or older 
 

Of the 187,516 children waiting, the age groups of children are as follows:  
 

 
Age Group 

Number of 
Active Children 

 
Percent 

Zero to three years of age 60,180 32% 

Three to five years of age 64,239 34% 

Five years of age or older 63,097 34% 

Note: Age was calculated as of June 30, 2010. See Appendix D for 
specific information.  

 
A total of 124,419 (66 percent) of children waiting for subsidized childcare and 
development services are between the ages of zero to five.  
 
Of the 187,516 children waiting, the reported time-base for care is as follows:  

 
 
Time Base Needed  

Number of 
Active Children Percent 

Full-time care 133,841 71% 

Part-time care 86,020 46% 

Evening care 9,102 5% 

Weekend care 6,430 3% 

Note: Families could have indicated more than one time-base for needing 
care; therefore, percentages listed on this table do not add up to 100 
percent. See Appendix E for specific information. 
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Of the 187,516 children waiting for services, the reported number of children with 
exceptional needs and number of children in foster care or in the care of an adult who is 
neither their biological or adoptive parent is as follows: 
 

 
Characteristics 

Number of Active 
Children Percent 

Exceptional needs with either an 
Individual Family Service Plan (IFSP) or 
an Individualized Educational Program 
(IEP) 

3,385 2% 

Foster children or in the care of an adult 
who is neither their biological or 
adoptive parent 

3,514 2% 

See Appendix E for specific information. 

 
Inactive Data Records 

In addition to showing that 187,516 children were actively waiting on the CEL as of 
June 30, 2010, the CEL data also indicates that 86,815 child data records were 
inactivated between April 1, 2010, and June 30, 2010. Of the inactivated data records: 
 

• 16,720 (19 percent) were inactivated because they were enrolled in subsidized 
care. 

 
• 70,095 (81 percent) were inactivated either because they could not be reached 

(i.e., contact information had changed, and the family did not report updated 
contact information), they no longer needed care, or their information was no 
longer valid.  

 
See Appendix F for specific information. 
 
 
Funding 
 
The Budget Act of 2009 allocated $7.9 million for the statewide implementation of the 
CEL. This amount has remained unchanged since July 2005, the inception of this 
program. 
 



California Department of Education 
Status Report on the Implementation of County Centralized Eligibility Lists 

November 2010 

Page 6 of 6 

Cost of Implementation/Operation 

CEL contractors are required to submit fiscal reports to the Child Development Fiscal 
Services Division. Based on these unaudited amounts, a total of $7,663,798, as of 
September 30, 2010, was reported in expenditures for 2009–10.  

Please see Appendix A for more information. 

Report Availability 

You can find this report at the CDE Centralized Eligibility List Legislative Reports Web 
page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/ci/celreports.asp. If you need a copy of this 
report, please contact Marguerite Ries, Education Administrator, Early Education and 
Support Division, by phone at 916-445-7349 or by e-mail at mries@cde.ca.gov.

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/ci/celreports.asp
mailto:mries@cde.ca.gov
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Appendix A 

 
Centralized Eligibility List Expenditures for 2009–10* 

 

County Expenditures 

Alameda $324,313 

Alpine $2,627 

Amador $7,408 

Butte $67,883 

Calaveras $10,566 

Colusa $17,004 

Contra Costa $192,814 

Del Norte $10,009 

El Dorado $45,143 

Fresno $325,109 

Glenn $22,009 

Humboldt $44,895 

Imperial $71,622 

Inyo $7,181 

Kern $353,841 

Kings $63,215 

Lake $31,371 

Lassen $7,860 

Los Angeles $507,308 

Madera $71,869 

Marin $43,550 

Mariposa $4,306 

Mendocino $35,394 

Merced $132,725 

Modoc $4,646 

Mono $7,826 

Monterey $192,079 

Napa $42,000 

Nevada $36,172 

Orange $500,000 

Placer $52,910 
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Appendix A (Continued) 

 
Centralized Eligibility List Expenditures for 2009–10* 

 

County Expenditures 

Plumas $6,996 

Riverside $500,349 

Sacramento $380,454 

San Benito $28,000 

San Bernardino $499,998 

San Diego $468,796 

San Francisco $197,242 

San Joaquin $264,244 

San Luis Obispo $73,016 

San Mateo $162,872 

Santa Barbara $159,823 

Santa Clara $402,619 

Santa Cruz $82,267 

Shasta $72,300 

Sierra $3,162 

Siskiyou $13,259 

Solano $95,948 

Sonoma $159,717 

Stanislaus $188,686 

Sutter $52,731 

Tehama $25,016 

Trinity $7,138 

Tulare $215,669 

Tuolumne $17,367 

Ventura $294,315 

Yolo $56,159 

Yuba $30,398 

Totals $7,663,798 

*Source: Fiscal reports submitted to Child Development Fiscal Services. Unaudited amounts as 
of September 30, 2010. 
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Age Groupings Count Percent

0 TO 3 Years 60,180            32%
3 TO 5 Years 64,239            34%

5+ Years 63,097            34%

Appendix D
Ages of Children of County Centralized Eligibility Lists

Centralized Eligibility List (CEL) Data for Quarter 2, 2010 (April 1, 2010 - June 30, 2010)

Data reflects active child  records at June 30, 2010, and income eligible for subsidized child care 
services (Income Rankings Chart Fiscal Year 2007). Counts were unduplicated by county and child 
identifier. Age was calculated as of June 30, 2010.

Source:  California Department of Education, Child Development Centralized Eligibility List System 

 64,239 
 60,180 

 63,097 

3 to 5 years

 5+ years

 0 to 3 years

32%34%

34%

Children Waiting on the CEL, by Age Groupings
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Status Count Percent

Active 187,516           68%
Inactive 86,815            32%

   

Status Enrolled Count Percent
Inactive No 70,095            81%
Inactive Yes 16,720            19%

    

Source:  California Department of Education, Child Development Centralized Eligibility List System 

Data includes all active, inactive, terminated, and enrolled child  records for Quarter 2, 2010 and income 
eligible for subsidized child care services (Income Rankings Chart Fiscal Year 2007) Counts were 
unduplicated by county and child identifier.

If no longer active, was child enrolled in a Child Development 

Appendix F
Child CEL Active Waiting Status

Centralized Eligibility List (CEL) Data for Quarter 2, 2010 (April 1, 2010 - June 30, 2010)

Still waiting  (68%)

No longer waiting; no care  (26%)

No longer waiting; received care  
(6%)




