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Purpose of Webinar

• To review the 2015–16 CSPP QRIS 
Block Grant application posted as a 
Request for Applications (RFA). 
Topics will include:
– RFA 
– Attachments
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Outline

• Table of Contents Review

• RFA Overview

• Eligibility and Priorities

• Critical Dates

• Funding

• Application and Attachments

• Scoring
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RFA Overview

A. Purpose:
To award $50 million in CSPP QRIS  
Block Grants to local consortia

B. Background:
Utilization of the existing Quality
Continuum Framework, Hybrid  
Rating Matrix, and Implementation 
Guide 

C. Funding:
Prop 98 funding through 9/30/16 4
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General Eligibility

• Be a local consortium that is:

– Using the Quality Continuum Framework

– Utilizing a Tiered Rating Matrix that
includes the 3 Common Tiers

– Operating a QRIS on or before
6/1/2015 (rating early care and
educational programs)

– Inclusive of stakeholders 5
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Priority IA Applicants
Have an existing approved Action Plan at the EESD as of 
6/1/2014

1. Be a local consortium

2. Set ambitious, yet achievable targets for CSPPs

3. Describe how the QRIS Block Grant funds will be used to
increase the number of sites achieving the highest
common tier and to directly support classrooms that have
achieved the highest common tier

4. Describe how no more than 20 percent of the funds will be
used for Assessment and Access Projects

5. Complete a budget narrative and budget spreadsheet that
corresponds to the applicant’s 2015-2016 projected
allocations

6
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Priority IB Applicants
Have an existing approved Action Plan at the EESD as of 
3/10/2015

1.Be a local consortium

2.Set ambitious, yet achievable targets for CSPPs

3.Describe how the QRIS Block Grant funds will be used to 
increase the number of sites achieving the highest common 
tier and to directly support classrooms that have achieved the 
highest common tier

4.Describe how no more than 20 percent of the funds will be 
used for Assessment and Access Projects

5.Complete a budget narrative and budget spreadsheet that 
corresponds to the applicant’s 2015-2016 projected 
allocations

* All Priority IB applicants have the opportunity to update their local QRIS plan7
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Priority II Applicants
• Must be able to meet/demonstrate the qualifying

Priority IA and IB criteria 1 through 5 above, as
well as:

-Submit a description of their local QRIS plan 
to the CDE EESD in response to this RFA

-Demonstrate its local QRIS was operational 
before the release date of this RFA by 
confirming that at least one of its 
participating programs has been formally 
rated in accordance with the Implementation 
Guide 8
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Pause for Questions?

Please note that if your question is not 
responded to during this live webinar, 
the answer to your question may 
already be found on our Frequently 
Asked Questions website. New and 
unanswered questions gathered 
throughout this webinar will be 
compiled and added to our existing 
FAQs. 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/op/csppqrisbgfaq.asp
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Table of Priority IA, IB and 
Priority II Action Plan Elements

CSPP QRIS 
Block Grant 

Plan Elements  

Priority IA Priority IB Priority II

I. Consortium Participants Consortium Participants Consortium Participants

II. Action Plan currently on file QRIS Plan on file Consortium’s QRIS

III. CSPP Participation Data 
Tables

CSPP Participation Data 
Tables

CSPP Participation Data 
Tables

IV. Local QRIS Block Grants for 
CSPP sites rated        
at Tiers 4 and 5

Local QRIS Block Grants 
for CSPP sites rated      

at Tiers 4 and 5

Local QRIS Block Grants for 
CSPP sites rated        
at Tiers 4 and 5

V. Quality Improvement Process 
for CSPPs not yet at Tier 4

Quality Improvement 
Process for CSPPs not yet 

at Tier 4

Quality Improvement Process 
for CSPPs not yet at Tier 4

VI. Assessment and Access 
Projects

Assessment and Access 
Projects

Assessment and Access 
Projects

VII. Budget Narrative Budget Narrative Budget Narrative

VIII. Budget Spreadsheet Budget Spreadsheet Budget Spreadsheet

10
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Critical Dates Priority IA and IB
Priority IA and IB

Dates Critical Events
June 2, 2015 The RFA is available on the CDE Web page at

June 2, 2015 Webinar to address grant questions and the application process.
June 11, 2015 Letter of Intent due to EESD by midnight 
July 6, 2015 Submission date for the grant application for those who qualify 

for Priority IA and IB. Due to the EESD by 5:00 p.m.

Note: Grant applications must arrive at the EESD by this date and 
time in order to be included in the first priority in the competitive 
process. 

July 7-9, 2015 The Application Review Process using the Application Criteria 
List.

July 10, 2015 The CDE will post the Priority IA and IB grant awards in an Intent 
to Award announcement. This is an initial notification and is not 
the final list of grantees. The final funding list will be posted on the 
CDE Web site when all data is verified and appeals are decided. 
Applicants are advised not to obligate funds based on this list.

July 20, 2015 Appeals must be submitted within 10 calendar days of the Intent 
to Award announcement with original signatures from the 
Authorized Agent. No faxed or e-mailed appeals will be accepted.

July 21-22, 2015 Review of Appeals
July 24, 2015 Final funding list for Priority IA and IB award recipients will be 

posted on the CDE Web site.
11
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Critical Dates Priority II
Priority II

Dates Critical Events

June 2, 2015 The RFA is available on the CDE Web page at

June 2, 2015 Webinar to address grant questions and the application process.
June 11, 2015 Letter of Intent and documentation of a completed QRIS rating due to 

EESD by midnight.
June 24, 2015 Techincal Assistance Webinar. Priority II applicants are welcome to 

attend in person. 
July 30, 2015 Submission date for the grant application for those who qualify for 

Priority II. Due to the EESD by 5:00 p.m.

NOTE: Grant applications must arrive at the EESD by this date and 
time in order to be included in the second priority in the competitive 
process.

July 30 - August 5, 2015 The Application Review Process using the Application Criteria List.
August 6, 2015 The CDE will post the Priority II grant awards in an Intent to Award

announcement. This is an initial notification and is not the final list of 
grantees. The final funding list will be posted on the CDE Web site 
when all data is verified and appeals are decided. Applicants are 
advised not to obligate funds based on this list.

August 16, 2015 Appeals must be submitted within 10 calendar days of the Intent to 
Award announcement with original signatures from the Authorized 
Agent. No faxed or e-mailed appeals will be accepted.

August 17-18, 2015 Review of Appeals
August 28, 2015 Final funding list will be posted on the CDE Web site. 12
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Form A - Letter of Intent
Local Educational Agency (LEA) Name

LEA Address

LEA City

LEA ZIP Code

LEA Executive Director (ED)’s Name

LEA Executive Director’s E-mail Address

LEA Executive Director’s Phone Number

Consortium Lead Agency if not the above LEA

Consortium Lead Agency Executive Director if not the above LEA ED

Consortium Service Area (county/counties)

LEA Executive Director’s Signature: Date:

Consortium Lead Agency Executive Director’s Signature: Date:

On behalf of the above agency, I hereby formally submit to the California Department of Education, Early Education and Support 
Division (EESD), this “Intent to Submit Application” form. I understand that this form is mandatory to be considered for funding. 

ATTENTION PRIORITY II APPLICANTS: This letter of intent must be accompanied by documentation demonstrating that the 
local QRIS was operational before the release date of this RFA (i.e., a complete site rating that includes the results from a
reliable external assessor on the CLASS and ERS tools). Confirm that at least one of the participating programs has been 
formally rated in accordance with the Implementation Guide.

The Letter of Intent to Submit Application for CSPP Funding must be received no later than midnight on 
June 11, 2015 at                                               . 13PSQRISBG@cde.ca.gov 
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Funding

• General Funding
– $50 Million allocated on an annual basis

• Funding Levels
– Based on 2013-14 CSPP Enrollment per

county of approved applicants

• Fund Distribution
– Covers 15 months from 7/1/15 to 9/30/16

14
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Application Overview

• Signature Page (Form B)

• QRIS Block Grant Action Plan
(Form C)

• QRIS Block Grant Budget
Narrative and Spreadsheet
(Form D)

15
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Form B - Signature Page

16
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Form C - QRIS Block Grant Action Plan

17
CSPP QRIS Block Grant 2015-16 RFA 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/r2/
documents/csppqris1516rfa.doc

http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/r2/documents/csppqris1516rfa.doc
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Overview of Action Plan 
Elements I – VIII

I. Consortium Participants

II. The Consortium’s Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS):
a. Overview
b. Quality Continuum Framework and Tiers
c. Rating and Assessing
d. Quality Improvement Process
e. Convening & Strengthening Partnerships
f. Monitoring and Evaluating the Impacts on Child Outcomes
g. Disseminating Information to Parents and the Public about Program Quality

III. CSPP participation Data Tables

IV. Local QRIS Block Grants for CSPP sites rating at Tiers 4 and 5;

V. Quality Improvement Process for CSPPs not yet at Tier 4;

VI. Assessment and Access Projects

VII. Budget Narrative

VIII. Budget Spreadsheet
18
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Element I -Consortium 
Participants

• LEA(s)

• First 5 County Commission

• Post-Secondary Institution(s)

• Local Planning Council

• Local R&R

• Other Agencies providing services
to children from birth to five 19
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Element II-
Consortium’s QRIS

A. Overview
B. Quality Continuum Framework 

and Tiers
C. Rating and Assessing
D. Quality Improvement Process
E. Convening and Strengthening
F. Monitoring and Evaluating
G. Disseminating Quality Information20
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A. Overview

21
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B. Framework

22
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B. Framework

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/rt/rttelcapproach.asp 23
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B. Framework

24
RTT-ELC Quality Continuum Framework
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/rt/
documents/qualitycontinuumfrmwk.doc

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/rt/documents/qualitycontinuumfrmwk.doc
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B. Framework

25

RTT-ELC Quality Continuum
Framework
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/rt/
documents/qualitycontinuumfrmwk.doc

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/rt/documents/qualitycontinuumfrmwk.doc
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B. Tiered Rating Matrix

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/rt/rttelcapproach.asp 26
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B. Tiered Rating Matrix

27

Tiered Rating Matrix
http://
www.cde.ca.gov/sp/
cd/rt/documents/
ratingmatrix.doc
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B. Tiered Rating Matrix

28
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B. Local Tiers 2 & Tiers 5

29

CSPP QRIS Block Grant 
2015-16 RFA
http://www.cde.ca.gov/
fg/fo/r2/documents/
csppqris1516rfa.doc

http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/r2/documents/csppqris1516rfa.doc
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C. Rating and Assessing

30
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Implementation Guide 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/rt/rttelcapproach.asp 31
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Implementation Guide

32
Consortia Implementation Guide
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/rt/documents/rttelcqrisimplementguide.doc

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/rt/documents/rttelcqrisimplementguide.doc
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D. Quality Improvement Process

33
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D. Continuous Quality 
Improvement Pathways 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/rt/rttelcapproach.asp 34
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CA RTT–ELC 
CONTINUOUS QUALITY IMPROVEMENT PATHWAYS 

CORE I: CHILD DEVELOPMENT & SCHOOL READINESS
School Readiness

Goal (Pathway) All children receive individualized instruction and support for optimal learning and development informed by child 
observation and assessment data.

Related Element(s) CORE I.1 Child Observation and Assessment

RTT-ELC Core 
Tool(s) & Resources

• CA Foundations and Frameworks: http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/cddpublications.asp
• Preschool English Learner Guide: http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/documents/psenglearnersed2.pdf
• Desired Results Developmental Profile Assessment (DRDP) Tools: http://desiredresults.us/index.htm
• National Data Quality Campaign’s Framework: http://www.dataqualitycampaign.org/
• Ages and Stages Questionnaire (ASQ): http://agesandstages.com/

Social-Emotional Development
Goal (Pathway) Children receive support to develop healthy social and emotional concepts, skills, and strategies.

Related Element(s) CORE I.2 Developmental and Health Screenings

RTT-ELC Core 
Tool(s) & Resources

• CA CSEFEL Teaching Pyramid Overview and Tiers 1-4 (Modules 1-3):
http://www.cainclusion.org/teachingpyramid/trainingmodules.html

• CA Foundations and Frameworks - Social-Emotional Development:
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/cddpublications.asp

• Ages and Stages Questionnaire – Social Emotional (ASQ-SE): http://agesandstages.com/asq-products/asqse/
Health, Nutrition, and Physical Activity

Goal (Pathway) • Children receive support for optimal physical development, including health, nutrition, and physical activity.
Related Element(s) • CORE I.1 Child Observation and Assessment and Core 1.2 Developmental and Health Screenings

RTT-ELC Core 
Tool(s) & Resources

• CA Preschool Foundations and Frameworks– Health and Physical Development:
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/cddpublications.asp

• Infant/Toddler Program Guidelines: http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/documents/itguidelines.pdf
• CA Infant/Toddler Foundations and Frameworks-Perceptual/ Motor:

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/cddpublications.asp
• USDA Child and Adult Care Food Program Guidelines:  http://www.fns.usda.gov/cacfp

CORE II: Teachers and Teaching
Effective Teacher-Child Interactions

Goal (Pathway) Teachers are prepared to implement effective interactions in the classroom.
Related Element(s) CORE II.4  Effective Teacher-Child Interactions

RTT-ELC Core 
Tool(s) & Resources

• Classroom Assessment and Scoring System (CLASS) for relevant age grouping:
http://www.teachstone.com/the-class-system/

• Program for Infant-Toddler Care (PITC): http://www.pitc.org/pub/pitc_docs/home.csp. Program Assessment
Rating Scale (PARS), as applicable and available    * No current source Web page for PARS

35

CA RTT-ELC 
Continuous Quality 
Improvement 
Pathways Matrix
http://www.cde.ca.gov/
sp/cd/rt/documents/
pathwaysmatrix.doc

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/rt/documents/pathwaysmatrix.doc
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Professional Development

Goal (Pathway) Teachers are life-long learners.
Related Element(s) Core II.3 Minimum Qualifications and Core II.4 Effective Teacher-Child Interactions

RTT-ELC Core 
Tool(s) & Resources

• Common Core 8: http://www.childdevelopment.org/cs/cdtc/print/htdocs/services_cap.htm
• Early Childhood Educator (ECE) Competencies: http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/ececomps.asp
• ECE Competencies Self-Assessment Tool: http://ececompsat.org/
• Professional Growth Plan

CORE III: PROGRAM AND ENVIRONMENT

Environment

Goal (Pathway) The program indoor and outdoor environments support children’s learning and development.
Related Element(s) CORE III.6 Program Environment Rating Scale(s) (ERS)

RTT-ELC Core 
Tool(s) & Resources

• Environment Rating Scales: http://www.ersi.info/index.html (Harms, Clifford, Cryer):
o Infant-Toddler Environment Rating Scale (ITERS),
o Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale (ECERS),
o Family Child Care Environment Rating Scale (FCCERS)

Program Administration
Goal (Pathway) The program effectively supports children, teachers, and families.

Related Element(s) All

RTT-ELC Core 
Tool(s) & Resources

• Business Administration Scale (Family Child Care) – (BAS): http://mccormickcenter.nl.edu/program-
evaluation/business-administration-scale-bas/

• Program Administration Scale (Centers) – (PAS): http://mccormickcenter.nl.edu/program-
evaluation/program-administration-scale-pas/

OR 
• Self-Assessment using the Office of Head Start (OHS) Monitoring Protocols

http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/grants/monitoring/fy-2014-pdfs/fy-2014-ohs-monitoring-protocol.pdf and
continuous improvement through a Program Improvement Plan (PIP)

Family Engagement

Goal (Pathway) Families receive family-centered, intentional supports framed by the Strengthening FamiliesTM Protective Factors 
to promote family resilience and optimal development of their children.

Related Element(s) All (III.6 ERS Provision for Parents Indicator)
RTT-ELC Core 

Tool(s)  & 
Resources 

Strengthening FamiliesTM Five Protective Factors Framework: http://icfs.org/pdf/FiveProtectiveFactors.pdf
36
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E. Convening and 
Strengthening Partnerships

37
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F. Monitoring and 
Evaluating the Impacts on 

Child Outcome 
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G. Disseminating Information 
to Parents and the Public 

about Program Quality

39
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CSPP Types
California State Preschool Program  (CSPP) Sites

Homes in Family Child Care Home Education Networks
Braided Classroom Sites:

CSPP and Head Start Sites 
CSPP and State or Local First 5
CSPP and Programs funded by IDEA, Part B 
CSPP and Title I Sites
CSPP and General Child Care (CCTR) Sites
CSPP and State-funded Migrant Sites
CSPP and Tribal Sites
CSPP and Other Local Funding

CSPP and a combination of any  two above funding sources 
(specify)

40
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Element III - CSPP 
Participation Data Tables 

A. Increasing the number and 
percentage of CSPP in QRIS

B. Increasing the number of CSPP 
sites in the top tiers

C. Increasing the number and 
percentage of children in CSPP 
sites who are participating in the 
QRIS 

41
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Targets

42

CSPP QRIS Block Grant 
2015-16 RFA
http://www.cde.ca.gov/
fg/fo/r2/documents/
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Element IV - Local QRIS 
Block Grants

43
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Element V - Quality 
Improvement Process for 
CSPPs not yet at Tier 4
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VI. Assessment and
Access Projects

45
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VII. Form D - Local QRIS
Block Grants

46
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Form D – Quality Improvement

47
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Form D –
Assessment  and Access
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Form D - Budget Spreadsheet
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Scoring

The rating scale will be as follows:

2 = Insufficient, lacks specificity

4 = Sufficient, includes some 
specificity, but needs additional 
detail

6 = Comprehensive – Provides a 
clear description that includes 
specific details 50
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Scoring

51
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Other Application Details

• Key Terms  can be found on pages
57-60 of the RFA document.

• Disqualifications can be found on
page 38 of the RFA document.

• Appeals can be found on page 38 of
the RFA document.

• Program Assurances can be found
on page 39 of the RFA document.
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Need Additional
Information?

Contact the Early Education and 
Support Division by e-mail at

PSQRISBG@cde.ca.gov

Thank you.
53
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