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Determining Continuous Enrollment for July to December 

California High School Exit Examination Test Takers
	Purpose
	Review the three options for determining continuous enrollment for July to December California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) test takers.


	Background 
	Local educational agencies (LEAs) and schools expressed concern over the current definition of continuous enrollment for July to December CAHSEE test takers.

Because the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) legislation required Public Schools Accountability Act (PSAA)  Advisory Committee to consider changes to the California Code of Regulations, Title 5 (5 CCR), California Department of Education (CDE) staff decided this was a good opportunity to consider revising the definition of continuous enrollment for students taking the CAHSEE from July to December. 
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Continuous Enrollment Definition for July to December CAHSEE Test Takers
	For students who take the CAHSEE from July to December, the CCR currently states:

“For purposes of determining if a fall (August through December) test taker on the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) is continuously enrolled, enrollment between the first Wednesday in October of the prior school year and date of the CAHSEE examination shall be used.” (5 CCR 1039.2[b][2])
Therefore, students who take the CAHSEE from July to December must be continuously enrolled from the prior school year. Only grades eleven and twelve students traditionally take the CAHSEE during this testing window. The following table compares the length of time required to be considered continuously enrolled between a student who takes the CAHSEE in February versus December: 
Test Date

Fall Census Month

Months Continuously Enrolled

February 2013

October 2012

5 months

December 2012

October 2011

14 months

The CAHSEE results for students who pass the CAHSEE between July and December are included in the Academic Performance Index (API); however, they are required to be continuously enrolled up to three times as long. 


	Option 1
	Exclude grades eleven and twelve CAHSEE results from the API calculation.
· Pro: Only use grade ten CAHSEE results to calculate the API so a student’s CAHSEE results will only be included in the API once and would align to the Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) (grade ten students are required to take the CAHSEE). 
· Cons: Schools would not be incentivized to help their grade eleven and twelve students pass the CAHSEE (though their efforts may be recognized in the graduation rate). Also, it would lower the number of students with valid CAHSEE results, which could potentially lower high schools’ API scores. 
Note: Although this option would not impact the 5 CCR, it would require the State Board of Education’s (SBE’s) approval. 


	Option 2
	Revise the definition of continuous enrollment to require an enrollment of 125 calendar days or more (without a gap of enrollment of 30 consecutive calendar days or more), which is the requirement currently in 5 CCR for reassigning other accountability data (i.e. graduation data). 
· Pros: Schools would be incentivized to help their grade eleven and twelve students pass the CAHSEE. Also, it would increase the number of students with valid CAHSEE results. 
Note: This option would require the SBE’s approval and the 5 CCR would have to go through the revision process. 


	Option 2 Data Simulation
	The Academic Accountability Unit (AAU) conducted a data simulation on the impact of using enrollment of 125 calendar days or more to determine continuous enrollment for high school APIs. The result of the data simulation was the inclusion of an additional 2,060 students in the calculation of high school APIs. This inclusion had a positive impact on 234 ASAM schools and 195 non-ASAM schools. No schools with valid APIs experienced a negative impact because only grade eleven and twelve students who pass the CAHSEE are included in the API.

When conducting this data simulation, the AAU used California Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS) enrollment data to determine if a student was continuously enrolled for 125 days. A business rule was developed to handle summer breaks, which is reflected in the example below. If a student was not enrolled during the summer months, but was enrolled at the same school before and after the summer break, the summer break days (e.g., 73) were not counted as a break of enrollment. Conversely, the summer break days were not counted toward the required 125 days of enrollment.
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	Option 3


	Maintain the current definition of continuous enrollment.
· Pro: Schools are incentivized to help their grade eleven and twelve students pass the CAHSEE.
· Cons: The current definition of continuous enrollment for the July through December administrations requires students to be enrolled for a significantly greater amount of time (up to nine months longer). Also, schools may be incentivized to defer the CAHSEE test to February for the students who transferred to the school at the start of the year so they will be considered continuously enrolled. 



	Recommend-ation
	
The AAU recommends Option 2 because it uses a more appropriate definition of continuous enrollment, increases the number of students with valid test scores, and recognizes schools efforts to pass their grade eleven and twelve CAHSEE test takers.
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