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Presentation Overview

• Understand the purpose of an item

• Explain the anatomy of an item

• Provide characteristics and limitations of
the different types of items

• Provide samples of different item types
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Purpose of an Item

• Assess a student’s knowledge, skills, 
and abilities (KSAs)

• Elicit responses that provide insight to 
the student’s KSAs

3



TOM TORLAKSON
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction

Anatomy of an Item
Kevin uses 1¼ cups of milk to 
make 1 cake.

What is the total amount of milk
Kevin needs to make 6 of these
cakes?

Distractors

A. 6 cups
B. 6¼ cups
C. 7½ cups
D. 9 cups

Stimulus

Stem

Options KEY
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Types of Items
• Selected-Response

• Constructed-Response

• Technology-Based

• Performance Task
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Selected-Response Items
Characteristics:

• Can be answered quickly

• Student provided with possible responses and selects correct 
or best answer

• One correct answer or multiple correct answers

• Objective and reliable scoring (i.e., quick, easy, and accurate)

• Broad sampling of content (i.e., larger number of items can 
be included in a single test)
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Selected-Response Items
(cont.)

Limitations:

• Subject to guessing

• Limited ability to reveal student’s reasoning
process

• Difficult to assess higher-order thinking
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Selected-Response
Sample Items

Multiple-choice with one-correct answer*:

8*SBAC ELA Grade 11
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Selected-Response
Sample Items (cont.)

Multiple-choice with multiple-correct 
answers*:

*SBAC Math Grade 8
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Constructed-Response Items

Characteristics:

• More time need to administer

• Student to provide own response

• Many ways to solve or arrive at solution

• Require more analytical thinking and reasoning

• Scored by reader or artificial intelligence
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Constructed-Response Items
(cont.)

Limitations:

• Additional time needed to respond to item

• Scoring
– Development of rubric or scoring rules
– Additional time needed to score

• Decrease in the reliability of scores

• Assesses limited content area
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Constructed-Response
Sample Items

SBAC ELA Grade 3
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Constructed-Response
Sample Items (cont.)

SBAC Math Grade 11
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Constructed-Response
Sample Items (cont.)

NAEP Grade 8
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Constructed-Response
Sample Items (cont.)

GSE in U.S. History
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Technology-Based Items

Characteristics:

• Provides a variety of media (i.e., video, 
animation, and sound) as stimuli for items

• Can be used in conjunction with selected-
response or constructed-response items

• Scored by reader or artificial intelligence
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Technology-Based Items
(cont.)

Limitations:

• Must have computer or tablet
– Item delivery system and
– System to collect student responses

• Scoring
– Development of rubric or scoring rules
– Development of scoring program
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Technology-Based 
Selected-Response 

Sample Items
SBAC ELA Grade 8
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Technology-Based
Selected-Response
Sample Items (cont.)

SBAC Math Grade 5
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Technology-Based
Selected-Response
Sample Items (cont.)

SBAC ELA Grade 11
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Technology-Based 
Constructed-Response 

Sample Items
SBAC ELA Grade 4
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Technology-Based 
Constructed-Response 

Sample Items (cont.)
SBAC Math Grade 4
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Performance Task

Characteristics:

• Allows for multiple approaches

• Measures higher order thinking skills

• Provides opportunities to evaluate student 
reasoning and process

• Provides realistic contexts
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Performance Task (cont.)

Limitations:

• Requires human scoring

• Extended period of time to administer

• Assesses limited content area
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Performance Task 
Sample Items

SBAC ELA Grade 9

25



TOM TORLAKSON
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction

Performance Task 
Sample Items – Session 1

SBAC Math Grade 4
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Performance Task 
Sample Items – Session 1 (cont.)
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Performance Task 
Sample Items – Session 2
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Performance Task 
Sample Items – Session 2 (cont.)

S
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Linda Hooper, Ph.D.
Research and Evaluation Education Consultant 

High School and Physical Fitness Assessment Office

Phone: 916-319-0345

E-mail: lhooper@cde.ca.gov

Contact Information
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Questions?
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