
 
 
 
 
 
 

Descriptive Statistics and 
Correlation Tables for California’s 
2011 School Characteristics Index and 
Similar Schools Ranks 
 
 
 
2011 Supplement to the Public Schools Accountability Act 
Technical Report 00-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 2012 
 
 
 

Prepared by the 
Analysis, Measurement, and Accountability Reporting Division 

California Department of Education 
 

Available online at: 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/  

 
 
 
 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/


DESCRIPTIVE STATISTICS AND CORRELATION TABLES FOR 
CALIFORNIA’S 2011 SCHOOL CHARACTERISTICS INDEX AND SIMILAR SCHOOLS RANKS 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
California Department of Education  July 2012                                                                                1 

 
This document provides the descriptive statistics, regression coefficients, and 
correlation tables for elementary, middle, and high schools specific to the 2011 Base 
Academic Performance Index (API) Similar Schools Rank (SSR) calculations. Using the 
updated regression coefficients, the 2011 School Characteristics Index can be 
calculated and 2011 SSR can be determined.  
 
1999 Similar Schools Ranks 
 
In April of 2000, the Technical Design Group (TDG) of the Advisory Committee for the 
Public Schools Accountability Act (PSAA) of 1999 completed a report describing the 
construction and interpretation of the API decile ranks relative to schools with similar 
characteristics required by the PSAA. The Construction of California's School 
Characteristics Index and Similar Schools Ranks report is available on the California 
Department of Education (CDE) API Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/index.asp
 or you may contact the Academic Accountability Unit in the Analysis, Measurement, and 
Accountability Reporting Division by phone at 916-319-0863 or by e-mail at 
aau@cde.ca.gov. 
 
2011 Similar Schools Ranks 
 
The 2011 SSRs were calculated following the same principles that were employed for 
the original 1999–00 calculations. For a description of the SSRs methodology, please 
refer to the PSAA Technical Report 00-1. Note that sources for some of the data 
elements included in these calculations have changed. Teacher credential data were 
not available for 2011; therefore, they were not included in the calculation of SSRs for 
2011. Please refer to pages 57 through 61 of the 2011–12 Academic Performance 
Index Reports Information Guide currently available on the CDE API Web page at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/. 
 
This information supplements Appendices C and D of the PSAA Technical Report 00-1. 
Regression coefficients comprise the rightmost columns of Appendix C. 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/index.asp
mailto:aau@cde.ca.gov
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/
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Appendix C
Descriptive Statistics for Elementary Schools

(5,388 schools, weighted by the number of tests contributing to the API)

Ranges Ranges Central Measures of Coefficient               Theoretical Actual Tendency Dispersion Correlation 
with API

standard 
min max min max mean median variance Model 1a Model 2a

deviation
Socioeconomic Indicators

cAverage Parent Education 1 5 1.00 5.00 2.80 2.69 0.80 0.64 0.81 3.8710 n/a
% of Students Participating in Free or 

0 100 0.00 100.00 60.29 67.13 31.38 984.52 -0.80 -0.0895 -0.1359
Reduced-Price Lunch Program
English Learners (ELs)
% of Students Classified as EL and

0 100 0.00 97.40 38.68 35.63 25.03 626.74 -0.58 -0.0451 -0.0810
Reclassified Fluent English Proficient (RFEP)
Race and Ethnicity Categories
% American Indian or Alaska Native 0 100 0.00 93.44 0.66 0.31 2.16 4.68 -0.09 1.5211 1.6131
% Asian 0 100 0.00 96.65 8.74 3.31 14.00 196.07 0.45 1.8437 2.0420
% Black or African American 0 100 0.00 98.32 6.33 3.02 9.32 86.83 -0.20 1.6783 1.8222
% Filipino 0 100 0.00 60.87 2.48 1.15 4.28 18.32 0.16 1.7442 1.9178
% Hispanic or Latino 0 100 0.00 100.00 52.51 51.80 29.92 895.19 -0.67 1.7784 1.9268
% Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 0 100 0.00 18.37 0.55 0.26 0.95 0.90 -0.06 1.3808 1.5121
% White 0 100 0.00 98.23 26.07 16.98 24.89 619.49 0.56 1.7496 1.9150
% Two or More Races 0 100 0.00 55.40 1.75 0.51 2.79 7.77 0.35 1.7459 1.9289
% Missing Race/Ethnicity 0 100 0.00 91.80 0.90 0.00 3.43 11.79 0.06 1.7287 1.8960
Teacher Credentials
% of Teachers with Full Credentials 0 100 ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** **
% of Teachers with Emergency Credentials 0 100 ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** **
Year Round

bYear Round Indicator 0 1 0.00 1.00 0.03 0.00 0.17 0.03 -0.05 0.4273 -0.0845
School Mobility
% of Students First Attending This School in 

0 100 0.00 63.08 5.72 5.11 3.56 12.65 -0.52 -0.3415 -0.4018
Current Year       
Class Size
Average, Grades K-3 1 * 1.00 45.00 23.43 23.00 3.60 12.99 0.05 -0.1310 -0.1568
Average, Grades 4-6 1 * 2.00 42.00 28.31 29.00 3.91 15.26 0.25 0.1172 0.1327
Average, Core Academic Courses in 

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
Departmentalized Programs
Parent Education Response
% of Students with Parent Education Data 0 100 0.00 100.00 85.48 92.61 19.74 389.69 n/a n/a n/a

cDiscretionary Variables
Grade Enrollment
% of Grade 2 Enrollment 0 100 0.00 100.00 21.54 21.87 7.37 54.31 0.05 n/ad n/ad

% of Grades 3-5 Enrollment 0 100 0.00 100.00 63.86 63.05 13.09 171.41 0.12 n/a n/a
% of Grade 6 Enrollment 0 100 0.00 100.00 10.11 12.70 9.87 97.38 -0.09 -0.0545 -0.0515
% of Grades 7-8 Enrollment 0 100 0.00 94.19 4.01 0.00 10.34 107.01 -0.07 -0.0481 -0.0540
% of Grades 9-11 Enrollment 0 100 0.00 43.57 0.48 0.00 3.64 13.28 -0.10 -0.2493 -0.2418
Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) Program
% of Students in GATE 0 100 0.00 100.00 7.60 5.43 8.34 69.53 0.34 0.1124 0.1073
Disability
% of Students with Disabilities 0 100 0.00 43.75 10.38 10.04 3.97 15.78 -0.10 -0.1099 -0.1266
Migrant Education Program (MEP)
% of Students in MEP 0 100 0.00 82.44 1.55 0.00 4.16 17.33 -0.33 -0.1732 -0.1995  

 
* There is no theoretical maximum value for average class size.        ** No data are available for this year.  
a Model 1 includes the parent education variable, Model 2 does not.    
b A definition of this variable is provided on p.3 of the PSAA Technical Report 00-1.  
c These variables were added in 2006. A variable in this group can only enter the model when it is significant at p <=0.05.   
d This variable was not entered into the model because it was not significant at p <=0.05.   

 
Note: Data exclude schools with fewer than 100 valid test scores. Also excluded are schools serving non-traditional student populations (such as schools under the jurisdiction 
of a county board of education or county superintendent of schools, community day schools, and alternative schools, including continuation schools) unless these schools 
specifically elected to participate in the main Academic Performance Index accountability system. Charter schools serving a traditional student population with 100 or more 
valid test scores are included.   
    
"n/a" means not applicable.           
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Appendix C

Descriptive Statistics for Middle Schools
(1,304 schools, weighted by the number of tests contributing to the API)

Ranges Ranges Central Measures of CoefficientTheoretical Actual Tendency Dispersion Correlation 
standard with API

min max min max mean median variance Model 1a Model 2a
deviation

Socioeconomic Indicators
cAverage Parent Education 1 5 1.13 4.67 2.78 2.70 0.76 0.58 0.88 5.8162 n/a

% of Students Participating in Free or 
0 100 0.00 100.00 56.99 59.80 29.01 841.54 -0.85 -0.0601 -0.1271

Reduced-Price Lunch Program
English Learners (ELs)
% of Students Classified as EL and 0 100 0.00 96.43 37.31 33.77 22.69 514.78 -0.67 -0.0407 -0.0927
Reclassified Fluent English Proficient (RFEP)
Race and Ethnicity Categories
% American Indian or Alaska Native 0 100 0.00 42.07 0.60 0.38 1.20 1.44 0.00 1.4203 1.4272
% Asian 0 100 0.00 86.86 8.66 3.68 13.24 175.30 0.48 1.7169 1.9938
% Black or African American 0 100 0.00 96.36 6.85 3.43 9.18 84.29 -0.28 1.5107 1.7254
% Filipino 0 100 0.00 42.29 2.82 1.50 4.14 17.16 0.14 1.6068 1.8548
% Hispanic or Latino 0 100 1.04 100.00 51.87 50.54 28.31 801.69 -0.73 1.6395 1.8472
% Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 0 100 0.00 15.65 0.59 0.35 0.85 0.72 -0.05 1.0672 1.3071
% White 0 100 0.00 92.42 26.42 18.68 23.54 554.24 0.66 1.6319 1.8764
% Two or More Races 0 100 0.00 46.63 1.55 0.52 2.59 6.69 0.31 1.6326 1.9001
% Missing Race/Ethnicity 0 100 0.00 51.42 0.64 0.10 2.01 4.06 0.05 1.4770 1.7157
Teacher Credentials
% of Teachers with Full Credentials 0 100 ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** **
% of Teachers with Emergency Credentials 0 100 ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** **
Year Round

bYear Round Indicator 0 1 0.00 1.00 0.01 0.00 0.11 0.01 -0.08 -2.5245 -2.6097
School Mobility
% of Students First Attending This School in 

0 100 0.00 26.13 4.94 4.56 2.76 7.59 -0.65 -0.4916 -0.6026
Current Year       
Class Size
Average, Grades K-3 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
Average, Grades 4-6 1 * 1.00 50.00 28.10 28.00 3.63 13.21 0.29 0.03168 0.0215
Average, Core Academic Courses in 

1 * 3.00 42.00 27.47 28.00 3.87 14.95 0.36 0.10907 0.1219
Departmentalized Programs
Parent Education Response
% of Students with Parent Education Data 0 100 0.00 100.00 84.52 91.24 17.32 299.90 n/a n/a n/a

cDiscretionary Variables
Grade Enrollment
% of Grade 2 Enrollment 0 100 0.00 6.80 0.02 0.00 0.27 0.08 0.02 n/ad n/ad

% of Grades 3-5 Enrollment 0 100 0.00 43.85 0.84 0.00 4.77 22.74 0.06 0.1174 0.1239
% of Grade 6 Enrollment 0 100 0.00 54.92 22.28 30.80 14.56 211.85 0.06 0.0164 0.0178
% of Grades 7-8 Enrollment 0 100 14.43 100 76.45 68.72 15.57 242.49 -0.06 n/a n/a
% of Grades 9-11 Enrollment 0 100 0.00 85.57 0.42 0.00 4.01 16.05 -0.06 -0.0802 0a

Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) Program
% of Students in GATE 0 100 0.00 100.00 13.46 11.68 10.15 102.99 0.45 0.0904 0.1077
Disability
% of Students with Disabilities 0 100 0.00 25.77 10.58 10.46 3.03 9.17 -0.37 -0.3046 -0.3486
Migrant Education Program (MEP)
% of Students in MEP 0 100 0.00 72.48 1.40 0.00 3.90 15.23 -0.27 -0.1592 -0.1753  
 
* There is no theoretical maximum value for average class size.        ** No data are available for this year.   
a Model 1 includes the parent education variable, Model 2 does not.    
b A definition of this variable is provided on p.3 of the PSAA Technical Report 00-1.   
c These variables were added in 2006. A variable in this group can only enter the model when it is significant at p <=0.05.   
d This variable was not entered into the model because it was not significant at p <=0.05.  
    
Note: Data exclude schools with fewer than 100 valid test scores. Also excluded are schools serving non-traditional student populations (such as schools under the jurisdiction 
of a county board of education or county superintendent of schools, community day schools, and alternative schools, including continuation schools) unless these schools 
specifically elected to participate in the main Academic Performance Index accountability system. Charter schools serving a traditional student population with 100 or more 
valid test scores are included.   
   
"n/a" means not applicable.            
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Appendix C

Descriptive Statistics for High Schools
(1,214 schools, weighted by the number of tests contributing to the API)

Ranges Ranges Central Measures of CoefficientTheoretical Actual Tendency Dispersion Correlation 
standard with API

min max min max mean median variance Model 1a Model 2a
deviation

Socioeconomic Indicators
cAverage Parent Education 1 5 1.26 4.64 2.79 2.74 0.71 0.50 0.81 7.0812 n/a

% of Students Participating in Free or 
0 100 0.00 100.00 49.85 51.37 26.68 711.77 -0.75 -0.0009 -0.0938

Reduced-Price Lunch Program
English Learners (ELs)
% of Students Classified as EL and 

0 100 0.00 97.98 35.71 31.91 22.57 509.48 -0.59 -0.0627 -0.1063
Reclassified Fluent English Proficient (RFEP)
Race and Ethnicity Categories
% American Indian or Alaska Native 0 100 0.00 80.98 0.73 0.39 1.88 3.52 -0.01 1.4868 1.6793
% Asian 0 100 0.00 83.37 9.59 4.32 13.74 188.87 0.44 1.6980 2.0155
% Black or African American 0 100 0.00 95.07 6.64 3.54 8.37 70.13 -0.34 1.3545 1.6519
% Filipino 0 100 0.00 43.31 3.05 1.59 4.33 18.73 0.115 1.5880 1.8756
% Hispanic or Latino 0 100 0.43 100.00 48.55 46.35 27.11 734.73 -0.66 1.6141 1.8613
% Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 0 100 0.00 9.18 0.60 0.40 0.76 0.58 -0.081 1.2743 1.4609
% White 0 100 0.00 99.15 28.72 23.72 23.77 564.88 0.579 1.5984 1.8914
% Two or More Races 0 100 0.00 23.17 1.46 0.54 2.33 5.41 0.23 1.5486 1.8713
% Missing Race/Ethnicity 0 100 0.00 66.92 0.67 0.26 1.69 2.87 -0.01 1.5230 1.7619
Teacher Credentials
% of Teachers with Full Credentials 0 100 ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** **
% of Teachers with Emergency Credentials 0 100 ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** **
Year Round

bYear Round Indicator 0 1 0.00 1.00 0.02 0.00 0.13 0.02 -0.18 -2.1575 -1.2516
School Mobility
% of Students First Attending This School in 

0 100 0.00 67.65 5.33 4.52 4.89 23.93 -0.49 -0.3504 -0.4601
Current Year       
Class Size
Average, Grades K-3 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
Average, Grades 4-6 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
Average, Core Academic Courses in 

1 * 1 50 28.28 29.00 4.61 21.30 0.26 0.0013 0.0138
Departmentalized Programs
Parent Education Response
% of Students with Parent Education Data 0 100 0.00 100.00 83.42 90.09 18.53 343.23 n/a n/a n/a

cDiscretionary Variables
Grade Enrollment
% of Grade 2 Enrollment 0 100 0.00 11.30 0.06 0.00 0.63 0.40 0.05 -0.6487 n/ad

% of Grades 3-5 Enrollment 0 100 0.00 26.36 0.22 0.00 2.01 4.02 -0.03 n/ad n/ad

% of Grade 6 Enrollment 0 100 0.00 30.23 0.36 0.00 2.31 5.32 0.00 n/ad n/ad

% of Grades 7-8 Enrollment 0 100 0.00 51.40 1.61 0.00 7.26 52.70 0.05 0.0603 0.0764
% of Grades 9-11 Enrollment 0 100 31.08 100.00 97.74 100.00 10.10 102.10 -0.03 n/a n/a

Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) Program
% of Students in GATE 0 100 0.00 78.96 12.80 10.78 10.71 114.69 0.38 0.0580 0.0818
Disability
% of Students with Disabilities 0 100 0.00 20.95 9.07 9.04 2.78 7.74 -0.43 -0.6168 -0.7566
Migrant Education Program (MEP)
% of Students in MEP 0 100 0.00 40.39 1.28 0.00 3.43 11.77 -0.20 -0.1413 -0.1897  

 
* There is no theoretical maximum value for average class size.        ** No data are available for this year.   
a Model 1 includes the parent education variable, Model 2 does not.    
b A definition of this variable is provided on p.3 of the PSAA Technical Report 00-1.   
c These variables were added in 2006. A variable in this group can only enter the model when it is significant at p <=0.05.  
d This variable was not entered into the model because it was not significant at p <=0.05.  
    
Note: Data exclude schools with fewer than 100 valid test scores. Also excluded are schools serving non-traditional student populations (such as schools under the jurisdiction 
of a county board of education or county superintendent of schools, community day schools, and alternative schools, including continuation schools) unless these schools 
specifically elected to participate in the main Academic Performance Index accountability system. Charter schools serving a traditional student population with 100 or more 
valid test scores are included. 
   
"n/a" means not applicable.  
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Appendix D
Correlations for Elementary Schools (Weighted by the Number of Tests Contributing to the API)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Above the diagonal: Correlations of schools w ith at least 50 percent of students w ith parental education data                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
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Note: Correlations are bivariate with each observation (school) weighted by the number of valid test scores.   
Each cell contains the correlation (r--top), its statistical significance (P--middle), and the total number of cases (N--bottom).  
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Appendix D

Correlations for Elementary Schools (Weighted by the Number of Tests Contributing to the API)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
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* Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).    
** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).   
*** Teacher Credential data are not available for 2011.    
 
Note: Correlations are bivariate with each observation (school) weighted by the number of valid test scores.    
Each cell contains the correlation (r--top), its statistical significance (P--middle), and the total number of cases (N--bottom).  
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* Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).   
** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).    
*** Teacher Credential data are not available for 2011.   
    
Note: Correlations are bivariate with each observation (school) weighted by the number of valid test scores.    
Each cell contains the correlation (r--top), its statistical significance (P--middle), and the total number of cases (N--bottom).  
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Below the diagonal: Correlations based on all schools 
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* Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).    
** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).    
*** Teacher Credential data are not available for 2011.   
    
Note: Correlations are bivariate with each observation (school) weighted by the number of valid test scores.    
Each cell contains the correlation (r--top), its statistical significance (P--middle), and the total number of cases (N--bottom).     
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Above the diagonal: Correlations of schools w ith at least 50 perecent of students w ith parental education data                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Below the diagonal: Correlations based on all schools 
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* Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).             
** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).             
*** Teacher Credential data are not available for 2011.           

    
Note: Correlations are bivariate with each observation (school) weighted by the number of valid test scores.         
Each cell contains the correlation (r--top), its statistical significance (P--middle), and the total number of cases (N--bottom).     
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* Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).             
** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).             
*** Teacher Credential data are not available for 2011.           

    
Note: Correlations are bivariate with each observation (school) weighted by the number of valid test scores.         
Each cell contains the correlation (r--top), its statistical significance (P--middle), and the total number of cases (N--bottom).     
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* Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).             
** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).             
*** Teacher Credential data are not available for 2011.           

     
Note: Correlations are bivariate with each observation (school) weighted by the number of valid test scores.         
Each cell contains the correlation (r--top), its statistical significance (P--middle), and the total number of cases (N--bottom).     

           
 
 



DESCRIPTIVE STATISTICS AND CORRELATION TABLES FOR 
CALIFORNIA’S 2011 SCHOOL CHARACTERISTICS INDEX AND SIMILAR SCHOOLS RANKS 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
California Department of Education               July 2012                                                              8 of 12 

 
Appendix D

Correlations for Middle Schools  (Weighted by the Number of Tests Contributing to the API)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Above the diagonal: Correlations of schools w ith at least 50 perecent of students w ith parental education data                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Below the diagonal: Correlations based on all schools 
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* Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).         
** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).        
*** Teacher Credential data are not available for 2011.           
     
Note: Correlations are bivariate with each observation (school) weighted by the number of valid test scores.         
Each cell contains the correlation (r--top), its statistical significance (P--middle), and the total number of cases (N--bottom).     
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Above the diagonal: Correlations of schools w ith at least 50 percent of students w ith parental education data                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Below the diagonal: Correlations based on all schools 
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* Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).             
** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).             
*** Teacher Credential data are not available for 2011.           

    
Note: Correlations are bivariate with each observation (school) weighted by the number of valid test scores.         
Each cell contains the correlation (r--top), its statistical significance (P--middle), and the total number of cases (N--bottom).     
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* Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).             
** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).             
*** Teacher Credential data are not available for 2011.           

    
Note: Correlations are bivariate with each observation (school) weighted by the number of valid test scores.         
Each cell contains the correlation (r--top), its statistical significance (P--middle), and the total number of cases (N--bottom).     
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Correlations for High Schools  (Weighted by the Number of Tests Contributing to the API)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
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* Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).             
** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).             
*** Teacher Credential data are not available for 2011.           

    
Note: Correlations are bivariate with each observation (school) weighted by the number of valid test scores.         
Each cell contains the correlation (r--top), its statistical significance (P--middle), and the total number of cases (N--bottom).     
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Appendix D

Correlations for High Schools  (Weighted by the Number of Tests Contributing to the API)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Above the diagonal: Correlations of schools w ith at least 50 percent of students w ith parental education data                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Below the diagonal: Correlations based on all schools 
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* Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).             
** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).             
*** Teacher Credential data are not available for 2011.           

    
Note: Correlations are bivariate with each observation (school) weighted by the number of valid test scores.         
Each cell contains the correlation (r--top), its statistical significance (P--middle), and the total number of cases (N--bottom).     
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