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Assembly Bill (AB) 519 specifies that, using objective criteria local educational agencies (LEAs) are to be evaluated to determine the pervasiveness and severity of their performance problems. The Priority Assistance Index (PAI) first introduced to the State Board of Education in March 2008 was reviewed to determine how thoroughly it addressed this requirement. As a result of this review, an index score was added to the PAI that is reflective of both the pervasiveness (i.e., the number of schools and students affected) and the severity (i.e., the degree to which the LEA is performing better or worse than other Program Improvement (PI) Year 3 LEAs) of the performance problems. This additional index was included in the PAI and is included in Attachment One.

Attachment Two describes the application of the PAI to the 50 new PI Year 3 LEAs. This attachment includes recommendations for appropriate levels of technical assistance.

The recommended sanctions and technical assistance are described in Attachment Three. This attachment also includes the amount of funding that would be provided to each LEA based on the criteria set forth in AB 519. According to AB 519, those LEAs that are evaluated to have “extensive and severe performance problems” receive $150,000 per PI school. LEAs that are evaluated to have “moderate performance problems” receive $100,000 per PI school. LEAs that are evaluated to have “minor or isolated performance problems” receive $50,000 per PI school.
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