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	TO:
	Members, STATE BOARD of EDucation


	FROM:
	Deb V. H. Sigman, Deputy Superintendent

Assessment and Accountability Branch


	RE:
	Item No. 12


	SUBJECT:
	Standardized Testing and Reporting Program: The Adoption of Performance Standards (Levels) for the California Alternate Performance Assessment, English–Language Arts and Mathematics, Levels I–V and Science Levels I, III, IV, and V, and the California Modified Assessment, English–Language Arts and Mathematics, Grades Three, Four, and Five, and Science Grade Five.


California Education Code Section 60605 requires that the State Board of Education (SBE) adopt statewide performance standards (levels) in core curriculum areas of reading, writing, mathematics, history–social science, and science, and conduct regional public hearings prior to the adoption of the performance standards (levels).
On October 23, 2008, SBE and California Department of Education (CDE) staff conducted regional public hearings via videoconference at the Santa Clara County Office of Education and San Diego County Office of Education. The announcement for the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) regional public hearings can be found on the SBE Web site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/pn/pubhearcapa.asp. The announcement for the California Modified Assessment (CMA) regional public hearings can be found on the SBE Web site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/pn/pubhearcma.asp. 
The public hearings were opened by Debbie Rury, Deputy Executive Director, SBE, at the times specified in the hearing announcements. The public hearings for CMA and CAPA ran concurrently. After a brief explanation of the hearing process and an overview of the standard setting process, Ms. Rury opened the meetings to public comment. 

Based on the feedback received at these public hearings, the CDE recommends that the SBE adopt the Superintendent of Public Instruction’s recommended performance standards (levels) for the CMA and CAPA. Further, the CDE recommends that the SBE direct CDE and SBE staff to work with the testing contractor in conjunction with the Assessment Review Panels to develop draft performance level descriptors based on the target student descriptors and list of competencies used during the standard setting in order to successfully complete the federal peer review scheduled to take place in winter 2009.  

Attachments

Attachment 3: Report of the Regional Public Hearings for the Proposed Performance Standards (Levels) for the California Alternate Performance Assessment (1 Page)

Attachment 4: Report of the Regional Public Hearings for the Proposed Performance Standards (Levels) for the California Modified Assessment (1 Page)
Report of the Regional Public Hearings for the Proposed Performance Standards (Levels) for the California Alternate Performance Assessment

The public hearing at the Santa Clara County Office of Education was attended by ten individuals, four of whom presented comments. Three persons representing the Alum Rock Union Elementary School District (Assistant Superintendent; Special Education Director; and Staff Development, Assessment, and Accountability Director) spoke in support of the recommended cut scores for the performance levels. 

Their comments focused on the need to bring the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) into the accountability system to ensure that students taking these tests and their parents do not feel disenfranchised. Comments focused on the support of setting performance levels for the CAPA to inform instructional improvement and to promote intrinsic motivation for students. All three representatives of the Alum Rock Elementary School District added their recommendation that CAPA test results be included in the Academic Performance Index as well as the reporting of adequate yearly progress. One member recommended accepting the Superintendent’s recommended cut scores; another recommended accepting the panelists’ recommendations.  

The fourth presenter, an educational measurement specialist, spoke in general support of the standard setting process and outcomes. Comments focused on the legal requirements in California Education Code Section 60605.5, which requires performance level descriptors and exemplars of student performance that exemplify the content and performance standards as a part of the performance standards system. The presenter provided a written memorandum of his comments and forwarded those comments to the State Board of Education staff. 

The public hearing at the San Diego County Office of Education was attended by two individuals. Both spoke briefly in support of the recommended cut scores for performance levels. One was a member of the standard setting panel; the other was a member of the Assessment Review Panel.
Report of the Regional Public Hearings for the Proposed Performance Standards (Levels) for the California Modified Assessment

The public hearing at the Santa Clara County Office of Education was attended by ten individuals, four of whom presented comments. Three persons representing the Alum Rock Union Elementary School District (Assistant Superintendent; Special Education Director; and Staff Development, Assessment, and Accountability Director) spoke in support of the recommended cut scores for the performance levels. 

Their comments focused on the need to bring the California Modified Assessment (CMA) into the accountability system to ensure that students taking these tests and their parents do not feel disenfranchised. Comments focused on the support of setting performance levels for the CMA to inform instructional improvement and to promote intrinsic motivation for students. All three representatives of the Alum Rock Elementary School District added their recommendation that CMA test results be included in the Academic Performance Index as well as the reporting of adequate yearly progress. One member recommended accepting the Superintendent’s recommended cut scores; another recommended accepting the panelists’ recommendations.  

The fourth presenter, an educational measurement specialist, spoke in general support of the standard setting process and outcomes. Comments focused on the legal requirements in California Education Code Section 60605.5, which requires performance level descriptors and exemplars of student performance that exemplify the content and performance standards as a part of the performance standards system. The presenter provided a written memorandum of his comments and forwarded those comments to the State Board of Education staff. 

The public hearing at the San Diego County Office of Education was attended by two individuals. Both spoke briefly in support of the recommended cut scores for performance levels. One was a member of the standard setting panel; the other was a member of the Assessment Review Panel.
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