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	California High School Exit Examination: Update including, but not limited to, the 2007-08 test administrations and the release of summary test results.


2007-08 CAHSEE Annual Results 

The summary results from the 2007-08 California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) test administrations were publicly released on Tuesday, September 9, 2008, on the California Department of Education’s (CDE’s) DataQuest Web site at  http://data1.cde.ca.gov/dataquest. 

The CDE provided school districts and the media with an assistance packet to help with the interpretation of these summary CAHSEE results. The CDE also provided several resources to assist in understanding the format of the CAHSEE and the types of questions that may be presented for each of the academic content standards assessed on the exam. These resources include released test questions, study guides, and teacher guides and are available on the CAHSEE Program Resources Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/hs/resources.asp. Each fall, the CDE releases new samples of test questions that have appeared on the CAHSEE and provides CAHSEE study guides to school districts for every grade ten student.
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California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE):

Summary of 2007-08 Results
Background 
· State law authorized the development of the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE), which students in California public schools would have to pass to earn a high school diploma. 
· The CAHSEE is designed to ensure that all high school graduates have achieved a solid foundation of knowledge and skills in English-language arts and mathematics, based on state-adopted content standards. 
· Current law specifies that all public high school students must take the CAHSEE for the first time in grade ten. Students who do not pass the CAHSEE in grade ten will have two opportunities in grade eleven and five opportunities in grade twelve to pass the exam. 
· Exemptions for special education students in the class of 2007 expired December 31, 2007. 
Summary of CAHSEE Results 
· A summary of statewide student performance on the CAHSEE is provided below. Note that while final data are available for years 2004 through 2007, the results reported for 2008 are preliminary. In the fall, the CAHSEE independent evaluator, Human Resources Research Organization (HumRRO), will provide the CAHSEE results by grade in its annual report. 
Class of 2008 - Grade 10, Grade 11, and Grade 12 Estimated Cumulative Percentage Meeting the CAHSEE Requirement By Subgroup (Table 1) 
· The overall passing rate as of May 2008 for the class of 2008 was 90.2 percent. (See Table 1.) 
· Over half of the students with disabilities have met the CAHSEE requirement. (See Table 1.)

· Approximately 73 percent of the English learners met the CAHSEE requirement by the end of their senior year. (See Table 1.)

Classes of 2006 and 2007 Estimated Cumulative Percentage Meeting the CAHSEE Requirement By Subgroup (Table 2)

· Students from the classes of 2006 and 2007 continue to take the CAHSEE after their grade twelve year. (See Table 2.)
· Students are returning to take the CAHSEE but are meeting the CAHSEE requirement with limited success. (See Table 2.)
Comparison of Passing Rates for First-Time Test Takers (Grade ten) in ELA and Mathematics (Tables 3 and 4) 
· The passing rate on the ELA portion of the CAHSEE for grade ten students in 2008 (class of 2010) was 78.8 percent. This was an improvement from the results for grade ten students in 2006 (class of 2008) whose passing rate was 77.1 percent. (See Table 3.) 
· ELA passing rates for grade ten students in 2008 (class of 2010) for the reporting subgroups with the exception of American Indian/Alaskan Native have shown improvement ranging from increases of approximately 1.0 percentage point to 4.0 percentage points when compared to grade ten students in 2006 (class of 2008). (See Table 3.) 
· For the mathematics portion of the CAHSEE the passing rate in 2008 (class of 2010) for first-time test takers was 78.3 percent, a 2.8 percentage point increase over the results for first-time test takers in the class of 2008. (See Table 4.) 
· Changes from 2006 (class of 2008) to 2008 (class of 2010) in the mathematics passing rates for subgroups of grade ten students include an increase of 4.6 percentage points for Hispanic/Latino students and an increase of 4.8 percentage points for African American/Black students. (See Table 4.) 
Comparison of Percentages of Economically Disadvantaged and Non-Economically Disadvantaged Students Passing the ELA and Mathematics By Ethnicity (Tables 5 through 8) 
· When comparing the class of 2008 to the class of 2010, the economically disadvantaged by ethnicity data displayed in Table 5 for ELA indicates greater increases in passing rates than their non-economically disadvantaged cohorts displayed in Table 6.
· When comparing the class of 2008 to the class of 2010, the economically disadvantaged by ethnicity data displayed in Table 7 for mathematics indicates greater increases in passing rates than their non-economically disadvantaged cohorts displayed in Table 8.

· Pacific Islander and Hispanic students who are economically disadvantaged have made the largest gains in ELA. (See Tables 5 and 6.) 
· The American Indian or Alaskan Native, Pacific Islander, Hispanic/Latino, and African American/Black subgroups who are economically disadvantaged have shown over a 4.0 percentage point gain in mathematics passing rates over the past year. (See Tables 7 and 8.) 
California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) Results

Table 1: Class of 2008 - Grade 10, Grade 11, and Grade 12 Estimated Cumulative Percentage Meeting the CAHSEE Requirement By Subgroup1
	Demographic Subgroup
	Grade 10 
Class of 2008 
Percentage Passed
	Grade 11
Class of 2008
Percentage Passed
	Grade 12
Class of 2008 
Percentage Passed

	All Students
	65.1
	78.0
	90.2

	Female
	67.9
	80.2
	91.6

	Male
	62.4
	75.7
	88.8

	Native American or Alaskan Native
	61.0
	75.3
	89.1

	Asian
	82.5
	89.0
	95.5

	Hispanic or Latino
	52.4
	69.0
	85.8

	African American or Black
	46.3
	62.7
	80.1

	White
	80.5
	89.3
	95.8

	Economically Disadvantaged
	50.8
	67.3
	84.9

	English Learner 
	27.0
	49.2
	72.8

	Students Receiving Special Education Services
	20.9
	33.9
	53.8


1
Source: HumRRO; The denominator for calculating the passing rates are calculated by adding the students in each class who passed CAHSEE in grades 10, 11, and 12 and those students who are still attempting to pass the CAHSEE in grade 12; students identified as grade 12 from the classes of 2006 and 2007 were excluded from the 2008 calculation.
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Table 2: Classes of 2006 and 2007 Estimated Cumulative Percentage Meeting the CAHSEE Requirement By Subgroup1
	Demographic Subgroup
	Class of 2006 
Percentage Passed 
as of May 2006
	Class of 2006 
Percentage Passed 
as of May 2008
	Class of 2007 
Percentage Passed 
as of May 2007
	Class of 2007 
Percentage Passed 
as of May 2008

	All Students
	91.2
	92.3
	93.3
	94.0

	Female
	91.6
	92.7
	93.6
	94.4

	Male
	90.7
	91.7
	92.9
	93.6

	Asian
	95.3
	96.0
	96.3
	96.8

	Hispanic or Latino
	85.5
	87.2
	88.6
	89.9

	African American or Black
	83.7
	85.5
	88.4
	89.6

	White
	97.3
	97.7
	98.4
	98.6

	Economically Disadvantaged
	85.7
	87.2
	88.3
	89.5

	English Learner 
	76.0
	78.5
	77.1
	79.5

	Students Receiving Special Education Services2
	47.8
	48.8
	48.8
	49.6


1 
Source: HumRRO; The denominator for calculating the passing rates are calculated by adding the students in each class who passed CAHSEE in grades 10, 11, and 12 and those students who are still attempting to pass the CAHSEE in grade 12. 

2 
Students in special education programs who had not passed the CAHSEE were excluded from all rows of the table except the last row. Prior to 2008 students in special education were exempt from the CAHSEE requirement. 
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ENGLISH-LANGUAGE ARTS
Table 3: Comparison of Passing Rates for First-Time Test Takers (Grade 10) in the Classes of 2008, 2009, and 20101
	Demographic Subgroup
	Class of 2008 
Percent Passed as 10th Graders
	Class of 2009 
Percent Passed as 10th Graders
	Class of 20102 
Percent Passed as 10th Graders
	Change in 
Percent Passed 
Classes of 
2009 to 2010
	Change in 
Percent Passed
Classes of 
2008 to 2010

	All Students
	77.1
	76.6
	78.8
	2.2
	1.7

	Female
	81.6
	81.2
	82.9
	1.7
	1.3

	Male
	72.7
	72.1
	74.9
	2.8
	2.2

	American Indian or Alaskan Native
	77.2
	76.0
	77.2
	1.2
	0.0

	Asian
	86.6
	86.5
	88.4
	1.9
	1.8

	Pacific Islander
	75.4
	75.6
	79.1
	3.5
	3.7

	Filipino
	89.0
	88.9
	89.8
	0.9
	0.8

	Hispanic or Latino
	66.4
	66.2
	70.0
	3.8
	3.6

	African American or Black
	65.8
	65.7
	68.5
	2.8
	2.7

	White
	89.8
	89.4
	90.4
	1.0
	0.6

	Economically Disadvantaged
	64.9
	64.6
	68.5
	3.9
	3.6

	Non-Economically Disadvantaged
	88.5
	88.2
	89.5
	1.3
	1.0

	Students Receiving Special Education Services
	34.6
	33.0
	35.5
	2.5
	0.9

	English Learner
	38.1
	36.0
	40.0
	4.0
	1.9


1 
Percent passing rates equals the number of students passing CAHSEE divided by number of students taking CAHSEE.
2 
Subgroup data are estimates; school districts have the opportunity to make demographic data corrections.
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MATHEMATICS

Table 4: Comparison of Passing Rates for First-Time Test Takers (Grade 10) in the Classes of 2008, 2009, and 20101
	Demographic Subgroup
	Class of 2008 Percent Passed as 10th Graders
	Class of 2009 Percent Passed as 10th Graders
	Class of 20102 Percent Passed as 10th Graders
	Change in 
Percent Passed Classes of
2009 to 2010
	Change in 
Percent Passed Classes of
2008 to 2010

	All Students
	75.5
	75.8
	78.3
	2.5
	2.8

	Female
	76.1
	76.2
	78.6
	2.4
	2.5

	Male
	75.0
	75.5
	78.0
	2.5
	3.0

	American Indian or Alaskan Native
	72.9
	72.5
	75.8
	3.3
	2.9

	Asian
	92.1
	92.7
	94.1
	1.4
	2.0

	Pacific Islander
	73.5
	75.1
	79.0
	3.9
	5.5

	Filipino
	88.1
	89.0
	90.1
	1.1
	2.0

	Hispanic or Latino
	65.1
	65.7
	69.7
	4.0
	4.6

	African American or Black
	57.1
	58.4
	61.9
	3.5
	4.8

	White
	87.9
	88.2
	89.3
	1.1
	1.4

	Economically Disadvantaged
	64.3
	65.0
	69.0
	4.0
	4.7

	Non-Economically Disadvantaged
	86.2
	86.5
	88.1
	1.6
	1.9

	Students Receiving Special Education Services
	32.5
	32.3
	35.3
	3.0
	2.8

	English Learner
	47.6
	46.5
	50.0
	3.5
	2.4


1 
Percent passing rates equals the number of students passing CAHSEE divided by number of students taking CAHSEE.
2 
Subgroup data are estimates; school districts have the opportunity to make demographic data corrections.
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English-Language Arts

Table 5: Percent Passing for Economically Disadvantaged First-Time Test Takers (Grade 10) By Ethnicity

	Ethnicity
	Class of 2008
Percent Passed as 10th Graders
	Class of 2009
Percent Passed as 10th Graders
	Class of 2010*
Percent Passed as 10th Graders
	Change in Percent Passed Classes of 
2009 to 2010
	Change in Percent Passed Classes of 
2008 to 2010

	American Indian or Alaskan Native
	65.4
	64.9
	66.1
	1.2
	0.7

	Asian
	76.6
	76.1
	79.6
	3.5
	3.0

	Pacific Islander
	66.9
	67.4
	72.4
	5.0
	5.5

	Filipino
	80.1
	82.3
	83.7
	1.4
	3.6

	Hispanic or Latino
	62.0
	61.9
	66.5
	4.6
	4.5

	African American or Black
	59.1
	58.6
	62.1
	3.5
	3.0

	White
	75.9
	75.0
	77.2
	2.2
	1.3


*
Subgroup data are estimates; school districts have the opportunity to make demographic data corrections.
Table 6: Percent Passing for Non-Economically Disadvantaged First-Time Test Takers (Grade 10) By Ethnicity

	Ethnicity
	Class of 2008
Percent Passed as 10th Graders
	Class of 2009
Percent Passed as 10th Graders
	Class of 2010*
Percent Passed as 10th Graders
	Change in Percent Passed Classes of 
2009 to 2010
	Change in Percent Passed Classes of 
2008 to 2010

	American Indian or Alaskan Native
	84.6
	83.4
	84.5
	1.1
	-0.1

	Asian
	92.8
	92.6
	93.5
	0.9
	0.7

	Pacific Islander
	80.7
	81.0
	83.5
	2.5
	2.8

	Filipino
	91.5
	90.7
	91.6
	0.9
	0.1

	Hispanic or Latino
	75.4
	75.4
	78.1
	2.7
	2.7

	African American or Black
	71.9
	72.8
	75.1
	2.3
	3.2

	White
	92.3
	92.1
	93.0
	0.9
	0.7


*
Subgroup data are estimates; school districts have the opportunity to make demographic data corrections.
California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) Results

Mathematics

Table 7: Percent Passing for Economically Disadvantaged First-Time Test Takers (Grade 10) By Ethnicity

	Ethnicity
	Class of 2008
Percent Passed as 10th Graders
	Class of 2009
Percent Passed as 10th Graders
	Class of 2010*
Percent Passed as 10th Graders
	Change in Percent Passed Classes of 
2009 to 2010
	Change in Percent Passed Classes of 
2008 to 2010

	American Indian or Alaskan Native
	60.9
	60.3
	66.0
	5.7
	5.1

	Asian
	85.9
	86.5
	89.4
	2.9
	3.5

	Pacific Islander
	65.4
	68.0
	73.1
	5.1
	7.7

	Filipino
	80.3
	83.1
	84.9
	1.8
	4.6

	Hispanic or Latino
	62.0
	62.5
	67.1
	4.6
	5.1

	African American or Black
	49.9
	51.3
	55.4
	4.1
	5.5

	White
	73.0
	74.2
	76.1
	1.9
	3.1


*
Subgroup data are estimates; school districts have the opportunity to make demographic data corrections.
Table 8: Percent Passing for Non-Economically Disadvantaged First-Time Test Takers (Grade 10) By Ethnicity

	Ethnicity
	Class of 2008
Percent Passed as 10th Graders
	Class of 2009
Percent Passed as 10th Graders
	Class of 2010*
Percent Passed as 10th Graders
	Change in Percent Passed Classes of 
2009 to 2010
	Change in Percent Passed Classes of 
2008 to 2010

	American Indian or Alaskan Native
	80.2
	80.5
	82.2
	1.7
	2.0

	Asian
	95.9
	96.3
	96.8
	0.5
	0.9

	Pacific Islander
	78.4
	79.8
	82.8
	3.0
	4.4

	Filipino
	90.3
	90.7
	91.6
	0.9
	1.3

	Hispanic or Latino
	71.4
	72.3
	75.6
	3.3
	4.2

	African American or Black
	63.6
	65.4
	68.7
	3.3
	5.1

	White
	90.6
	90.8
	91.9
	1.1
	1.3


*
Subgroup data are estimates; school districts have the opportunity to make demographic data corrections.[image: image1][image: image2]
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