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Legislative Update

Bills Related to State Board of Education (SBE) Principles


1. Safeguard the State Board of Education adopted academic content standards as the foundation of California's K-12 educational system; the same standards for all children. 

SB 1097 (Torlakson) – School curriculum: Content Standards.
This bill would delete the provisions allowing the state board to modify the recommended standards prior to adoption and require the Superintendent to appoint a content standards review panel for each subject area in which state content standards have been adopted by the state board. It would also require the panels to review the content standards in their particular subject areas, and revise the standards as the review panel may deem necessary. It would further require the SBE to hold hearings on the revised content standards and adopt or reject the standards, within 120 days of receipt from the review panel. The SBE and the Superintendent would be required to use existing resources of the California Department of Education (CDE) in performing the duties required by the bill.

This measure has passed the Senate Floor and is awaiting referral in the Assembly.

2. Insure that curriculum is rigorous, standards-aligned, and research-based utilizing State Board of Education adopted materials or standards-aligned textbooks in grades 9 to 12, to prepare children for college or the workforce.
AB 88 (Lieu) – Pupil instruction: Internet Safety Curriculum Guidelines
This bill requires the CDE to work with the Department of Consumer Affairs to ensure that the list of resources regarding internet safety from the California Cyber Safety Resource Center addresses various criteria.

This measure was placed on the Senate Inactive File on September 5, 2007. It is currently on the Senate Floor.
AB 2138 (Adams) – High School Graduation Requirements: Foster Youth
This bill requires school districts to exempt a pupil in foster care who transfers to the district in grade 11 or 12 and would not be able to graduate from high school by his/her 19th birthday from the additional graduation coursework requirements the governing board has adopted, and requires districts to notify such pupil if any of the requirements that are waived will affect the pupil's ability to gain admission to a postsecondary educational institution.

This measure is currently in the Senate Education Committee.
AB 2315 (Mullin) – Instructional Materials
This bill would change the role of Curriculum Commission by deleting its role of recommending instructional materials; revise the timeframe by which pupils would be required to be provided with standards-aligned textbooks or basic instructional materials by the beginning of the first school term to no later than 84 months after those materials were adopted by the State Board; and would require that as a condition of receipt of funding a school district shall submit the names of individuals being considered to serve in the review and evaluation of instructional materials submitted for kindergarten and grades 1 to 8.
This measure has passed the Assembly Floor and is awaiting referral in the Senate.
SB 672 (Torlakson) – Pupil Instruction: Graduation Requirements

This bill, commencing with the 2013-14 school year, would also require pupils, while in grades 9 to 12, inclusive, to complete 2 courses in career technical education to receive a high school graduation diploma. High schools would be required to offer those courses within their existing school calendars.
This measure is currently in the Assembly Education Committee. 
SB 675 (Torlakson) – Instructional programs: Technology Integration Curriculum Plan

This bill would require the CDE to conduct a needs assessment survey to determine the availability and accessibility of courses and coursework in career technology and computer literacy and provide a comprehensive plan for integrating technical skills training into the core curriculum of schools. The bill appropriates $300,000 from the General Fund to the CDE for the activities required by this bill.

This measure passed the Senate and is currently in the Assembly Education Committee.

3. Insure the availability of State Board of Education adopted instructional materials for Kindergarten and grades 1 to 8 and locally adopted standards-aligned instructional materials in grades 9 to 12. 
AB 1863 (Portantino) – Pupil instruction: Social Sciences - Italian Americans
This bill would encourage schools to include the role and contribution of Italian Americans to the economic, political, and social development of California and the United States in the instruction of social sciences, and encourages the SBE to include the role and contribution of Italian Americans to the economic, political, and social development of California and the nation in the social sciences curriculum frameworks at the next revision of those frameworks.  
This measure has passed the Assembly Floor and is awaiting referral in the Senate Rules Committee. 
AB 2034 (Nunez) – Instructional Materials: Native Americans

This bill would require the State Board of Education and the Curriculum Development and Supplemental Materials Commission to ensure that the History-Social Science Framework, evaluation criteria, and instructional materials include American Indians and encourage instruction about American Indians, emphasizing California Native Americans, including their tribal and sovereign governments and their relationship with the California state government. 

This measure has passed the Assembly Floor and is awaiting referral in the Senate Rules Committee. 
AB 2468 (Brownley) – Instructional Materials: Policies on Price of Materials

This bill would add to the procedures that the State Board of Education is required to adopt as regulations procedures to ensure that price is not considered by the Curriculum Development and Supplemental Materials Commission, but is considered by the State Board of Education and procedures to ensure that school districts, charter schools, and county superintendents of schools can purchase unbundled instructional materials and program components.

This measure is in the Senate Education Committee. 
AB 2932 (Karnette) – Instructional Materials: Submission for Adoption

This bill would require instructional materials for foreign language to be submitted to the state board for adoption in 2012, and instructional materials for health to be submitted to the state board for adoption in 2013.

This measure is in the Senate Education Committee.
SB 1214 (Cedillo) – Pupil Instruction: Unconstitutional Deportation

The bill would encourage the incorporation of survivor and witness testimony into the teaching of the unconstitutional deportation during the Great Depression of citizens and lawful permanent residents to Mexico, and would encourage professional development activities to provide teachers with content background and resources to assist in teaching about that deportation. The requirement that this area of study be included in the adopted course of study would commence for grades 7 and 8 when the State Board of Education adopts instructional materials that include this area of study and for grades 9 to 12, inclusive, when the State Board of Education next revises the curriculum frameworks for history-social science.

This measure passed the Senate and is currently in the Assembly Education Committee. 
SB 1607 (Romero) – Reading and Language Arts: Framework

This bill requires the State Board of Education, in 2013, to revise the Reading/Language Arts framework to include a chapter that provides for language and content instruction specific to English learners, and to provide for a follow-up adoption for instructional materials that would be completed by December 31, 2011, to review and adopt basic instructional materials, in 
English, designed for English learners, and aligned to the English language arts content standards and the English language development standards. Instructional materials approved pursuant to the follow-up adoption shall be added to the existing list for the basic reading/language arts instructional materials.

This measure passed the Senate and is awaiting referral in the Assembly. 

4. Support professional development for teachers on the adopted instructional materials that are used in the classroom. 
AB 2391 (Solorio) – Professional Development – Use of data
This bill would allow a teacher to fulfill the requirement to receive 80 hours of followup training with up to 40 hours of instruction in areas that include data analysis, alignment of assessment and instruction, implication of data analysis and its effect on increasing pupil achievement, impact on pupil success through diagnostic teaching, differentiating instruction through pacing and complexity, grouping as an aid to instruction, and statewide and local data management systems. The Superintendent would be authorized to appoint an advisory committee to ensure the quality and effectiveness of this training provided pursuant to this section. This bill is sponsored by the Superintendent of Public Instruction.

This measure passed the Assembly and is awaiting referral in the Senate.. 
AB 2544 (Mullin) – Model Civic Education Staff Development 
This bill would require the Superintendent of Public Instruction to develop a plan and make recommendations to the Legislature and the Governor on the development of a model civic education staff development program. 
This measure passed the Assembly and is awaiting referral in the Senate.


5. Maintain the assessment and accountability system (including STAR, EAP, CAHSEE, and CELDT). 
AB 1503 (Huff) – California High School Exit Exam

This bill would enact the SSPI’s and State Board of Education’s recommendation regarding students with disabilities and the CAHSEE requirement. The bill would amend the local waiver process to streamline the process. This is a State Superintendent of Public Instruction sponsored measure.
This measure is currently in the Senate Education Committee.
AB 2040 (Nunez) – High School Exit Exam: Pupils with Disabilities: Alternatives
This bill would require the Superintendent of Public Instruction to convene a panel to make recommendations regarding a standardized evidence-based assessment for eligible pupils with disabilities and would require the State Board of Education by November 1, 2009, to adopt regulations based upon the recommendations of the panel.

This measure passed the Assembly and is awaiting referral in the Senate Rules Committee. 
AB 2077 (Fuentes) – California English Language Development Test
This bill would require the CELDT to be conducted upon a student’s initial enrollment, and annually, thereafter, within 3 months of the end of the school year and it would allow school districts to test incoming kindergarten pupils prior to their enrollment. This bill would also require the California Department of Education to annually release sample questions from the CELDT for the purpose of instruction. It would also require the reclassification procedures to include assessment of language proficiency using the pupil’s consistent performance on both the CELDT and the California Standards Test.
This measure passed the Assembly and is currently in the Senate Business, Profession and Economic Development Committee. .

AB 2305 (Karnette) – Charter School Declaration of Testing Status

This bill will streamline the pupil assessments process, minimize confusion and reduce the duplicative costs of assessment administration by requiring charter schools to simply notify the SPI of their intent to administer pupil testing, or present their mutual agreement with the chartering authority to have them administer pupil testing for the charter school.

This measure passed the Assembly and is awaiting referral in the Senate Rules Committee. 
AB 2438 (Price) – Immediate Intervention/Underperforming Schools and High Priority Schools Grant Programs
This bill would align the exit criteria for the Immediate Intervention/Underperforming Schools Program (II/USP) and the High Priority Schools Grant Program (HPSGP) by requiring schools to meet or exceed Academic Performance Index (API) growth targets averaged over three years for HPSGP and two years for II/USP to exit the state accountability programs.
This measure passed the Assembly and is awaiting referral in the Senate Rules Committee. 
AB 2531 (Mendoza) – School Assistance and Intervention Teams

This bill would require a majority of members on a school assistance and intervention team (SAIT) and a district assistance and intervention team (DAIT) to possess a high degree of knowledge, skills, and expertise in meeting the curriculum and instructional needs of prescribed pupil groups if those subgroups fail to meet Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) or Academic Performance Index (API) targets.
This measure passed the Assembly and is currently in the Senate Education Committee. 
AB 2776 (Mullin) – Pupil Achievement: Vertical Scaling

This bill would require the Public Schools Accountability Act (PSAA) Advisory Committee, by July 1, 2010, to make recommendations to the Superintendent for the establishment of a methodology for generating a measurement of academic performance using unique pupil identifiers and to develop a vertically scaled assessment system in which annual academic 
growth can provide a more accurate measure of a school’s academic achievement growth and a student’s academic achievement growth over time.

This measure passed the Assembly and is currently awaiting referral in the Senate. 
AB 2895 (Brownley) – Pupil Achievement: High School Exit Exam
This bill would require an examination of the collection of individual student data, the state's emerging data systems, the possibility of making real comparisons of student performance over time, and  the long-term availability of assessment data related to the acquisition of English language by English learners with respect to making potential improvements in the Academic Performance Index (API).  
This measure passed the Assembly and is awaiting referral in the Senate Rules Committee. 
SB 606 (Perata) – School District Accountability
This measure deals with the critical issue of corrective actions and funding for local education agencies (LEAs) identified as program improvement pursuant to the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001. The measure creates an administrative structure for reviewing student achievement and providing assistance to districts identified or in danger of being identified as program improvement. SB 606 also appropriates $47 million from the Federal Trust Fund (from the Title I State Set-aside) for the purposes of this act. 

This measure is currently on the Assembly Floor.

SB 1111 (Scott) – Pupil Testing 
This measure requires the State Board of Education (SBE) to minimize, to the extent permitted by federal law, the amount of testing time and duplication required to complete STAR assessments. In addition, this bill requires the SBE to revise testing requirements so that, after July 1, 2009, pupils may satisfy any federal testing requirement by taking either an achievement test or an end of course exam that is already required by state law. Finally, this bill prohibits the SBE from requiring the administration of any pupil achievement test based solely on federal requirements, and instead requires that federal pupil achievement testing requirements must be authorized in state statute.

This measure passed the Senate and is currently in the Assembly Education Committee.

SB 1251 (Steinberg) – Academic Performance Index: Graduation Rates

This bill would include 5- and 6-year graduation rates in the indicators currently reported to the California Department of Education for purposes of calculating a school’s API. The bill would specify a formula to calculate these rates, and would provide that schools receive partial credit in their API scores for graduating pupils in 5 and 6 years.
This measure passed the Senate and is currently in the Assembly Education Committee. 
SB 1446 (Romero) – High School Exit Exam: Pupils with Disabilities

This bill would reenact the exemption that sunset Dec. 31, 2007 for pupils with disabilities who are scheduled to graduate from high school on or before December 31, 2009. The bill also would repeal those provisions on January 1, 2010. This bill is an urgency measure. 

This measure passed the Senate and is currently in the Assembly Education Committee. 
6. Insure that the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC) and all teacher training institutes use State Board of Education adopted standards as the basis for determining the subject matter competency of teacher candidates. 
AB 2517 (Portantino) – Teacher Credentialing

This bill would authorize an institution, such as a school district, county office of education, or a community-based or nongovernmental organization, to submit a teacher education program to the commission for approval. The bill would also authorize the commission to issue teaching credentials to candidates who have successfully completed an approved teacher education program offered by those institutions. 
This measure passed the Assembly and is awaiting referral in the Senate Rules Committee. 
SB 1186 (Scott) – Teachers
This bill would require a school district that seeks a waiver of provisions governing the preparation or licensing of educators to recruit first a candidate who is qualified to participate and enrolls in an approved internship program in the region of the school district and then a candidate who is scheduled to complete preliminary credential requirements within 6 months. The commission would be required to assure that the employer will provide orientation, guidance, and assistance to the candidate. This bill would also authorize a school district to hire a certificated teacher who has not taken the state basic skills proficiency test if the person has not been afforded the opportunity to take the test. The bill also deletes the requirement that the Superintendent establish passing scores on the specified tests that would be substituted for a passing score on the state basic skills proficiency test. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws. 

This measure is currently in the Assembly Education Committee.

SB 1660 (Romero) – Teacher Compensation

This bill would provide authorization if a local educational agency (LEA) and the exclusive representative of the credentialed employees negotiate and mutually agree, specified categorical education program funds and general program purposes funds received by the district from the state under Proposition 98 may be used to compensate new and existing mathematics and science teachers in schools ranking in decile 1, 2, or 3 of the Academic Performance Index in a manner separate from the uniform allowance for years of training and years of experience. As a condition of utilizing the authority granted by the bill, the LEA would be required to annually provide notification to State Departments and the Legislature as specified, of the amount of these funds used to compensate mathematics and science teachers in the way allowed by the bill.

This bill is currently in the Assembly.

7. Strengthen coordination between K-12 and higher education. 

AB 1586 (Desaulnier) – UC and CSU: Career Technical Education Courses

This bill would, beginning in January 1, 2014, require the trustees and strongly urge the regents to recognize the completion of all high school career technical education courses that meet the model curriculum standards as satisfying the completion of a general elective course requirement for purposes of admission to that university.

This measure is currently in the Senate Education Committee.

SB 946 (Scott) – Community College Early Assessment Pilot Program

The bill would establish the Community College Early Assessment Pilot Program for 5 years, for the purpose of providing high school pupils with an indicator of their readiness for transfer-level English and mathematics at the end of grade 11 and allowing high schools to work with pupils in grade 12 to elevate their skills to a level expected of first-time community college freshman students. The bill would require the program to be administered by the Board of Governors of the California Community Colleges.

This measure is currently on the Assembly Inactive File.

Other bills sponsored by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction
AB 1893 (Garrick) – Class Size Reduction: October, 2007 Fires
This bill would allow school districts located in the Counties of Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, Santa Barbara, or Ventura to claim funding for a class size reduction program for the 2007-08 school year based upon enrollment counts before the October 2007 fires if specified criteria are met. School districts in these counties also would be allowed to claim funding for a K-3 or 9th Grade class size reduction program if the class size increases or decreases and specified criteria are met. These provisions would remain in effect until July 1, 2009, and would be repealed on January 1, 2010. 

This measure passed the Legislature and is on its way to the Governor.
AB 1948 (Evans) – Vallejo City Unified School District

This bill would extend the authorization to sell property and use proceeds for repayment of State emergency loans and authorizes the Education Audit Appeals Panel to use its discretion to accept appeals filed after the filing deadlines on or after July 1, 2005.

This measure passed the Assembly and is awaiting referral in the Senate Rules Committee. 
AB 2057 (Assembly Education Committee) – Education Omnibus Bill


This bill is the Department of Education’s annual omnibus bill to make non-substantive and technical changes to the education code.

This measure passed the Assembly and is currently in the Senate Education Committee.
AB 2757 (DeSaulnier) – County District School Codes

This bill would require the Superintendent of Public Instruction to establish and maintain a unique coding system for educational institutions that enroll pupils in any of kindergarten or grades 1 to 12, inclusive, for the purpose of identifying and tracking educational institutions for enrollment, state and federal reporting requirements, accountability, and fiscal purposes. This bill also would require the Superintendent to adopt regulations necessary to implement these provisions.

This measure passed the Assembly and is currently in the Senate Education Committee.
SB 1637 (Torlakson) – California Technology Assistance Project (CTAP) and Statewide Educational Technology Services (SETS)

This measure would extend the sunset of the regional California Technology Assistance Project and the Statewide Educational Technology Services Program from January 1, 2009 to January 1, 2018. 
This measure passed the Senate and is currently awaiting referral in the Senate.

Other Bills of Interest to the State Board of Education
Data

AB 1656 (Feuer) – California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System

This bill will be amended to establish an ongoing grant program to provide LEA and direct-funded charter schools the funding necessary to ensure that the district can complete the activities necessary for CALPADS, and would help ensure quality student-level data in the state's longitudinal data system by establishing a reasonable $5 per enrolled pupil (or a flat amount for small LEAs) to support the associated new workload.  Even before the CALPADS is fully operational, the funding will help ensure that statewide pupil identifiers are up-to-date, thus enabling accurate dropout and graduation rate calculations and longitudinal student performance data. This is a State Superintendent of Public Instruction sponsored measure.
This measure is currently on the Senate Inactive File.

AB 2467 (Brownley) – State Preschool Information

This bill would allow a preschool transfer information form to include information the Superintendent of Public Instruction deems appropriate and helpful to a child's public school teacher, including the child's or family's eligibility for or participation in other public support programs, whether the child has an individualized education plan or has received a diagnosis for any type of special services, or whether the child is an English language learner, in need of remedial assistance, an after school program, special transportation, or full-day child care. 

This measure passed the Assembly and is awaiting referral in the Senate Rules Committee. 
SB 1298 (Simitian) – California Education Information System

This bill would establish the Statewide Education Data Governing Board to manage a state education data repository and to develop a strategic plan to connect longitudinal records from pre-kindergarten through higher education and into the workforce.

This measure passed the Senate and is awaiting referral in the Assembly Rules Committee.
.

SB 1425 (Steinberg) – Pupil Data

This bill would allow the CDE to assume the responsibilities of local educational agencies with regard to the release of data on individual pupils that is to be included in the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System, and authorizes the establishment of an review committee within CDE to review research requests and assure protection of privacy and individual rights.

This measure passed the Senate and is awaiting referral in the Assembly Rules Committee.
SB 1524 (Romero) – Pupil Data: Pupils of Asian Pacific Islander Descent 

This bill would require the CALPADS system to also have the ability to disaggregate data related to Asian Pacific Islander pupils in order to provide a more accurate view of the academic achievement of the subgroups of pupils within that category.

This measure passed the Senate and is currently in the Assembly Education Committee.
SB 1592 (Perata) – Data Review
This bill requires the Superintendent of Public Instruction to create the Data Review and Consolidation Committee, a standing committee to review and approve requests made through the Department of Education to local educational agencies for data or reports. The committee will be charged with reducing duplication and consolidating state data requests with those made pursuant to federal law.

This measure is currently in the Assembly Education Committee.
Facilities

AB 100 (Mullin) – Kindergarten-University Public Education Facilities Bond Act of 2008
This bill would enact the Kindergarten-University Public Education Facilities Bond Act of 2008. The bond act would provide for the issuance of $9,087,000,000 of state general obligation bonds to provide aid to school districts, county superintendents of schools, and county boards of education, the California Community Colleges, the University of California, the Hastings College of the Law, and the California State University to construct and modernize education facilities. 

This measure is currently in the Senate Rules Committee.
SB 1354 (Torlakson) – School Facilities – Construction 

This bill would require the SPI to examine and evaluate the ability of school districts to build complete schools, within the current law computations.

This measure passed the Senate and is awaiting referral in the Assembly Rules Committee.
Funding

AB 1770 (Laird) – 2008-2009 Budget Bill

This bill addresses the Governor’s 2008-09 proposed budget.
This measure is currently in the Assembly Budget Committee.

AB 1908 (Wolk) – Education Finance: Use of Restricted General Fund Accounts by LEAs. 

This bill would express the intent of the Legislature to provide budgeting flexibility to local educational agencies to address the impact of budget reductions. The bill would, for the 2007-08 fiscal year, authorize local educational agencies to encumber and expend, for purposes determined by its governing body, any unencumbered balances of restricted accounts in its general fund, excluding capital outlay funds, federal funds, the proceeds of bonds issued by that agency, or sinking funds for the repayment of funds borrowed through the issuance of bonds by that agency.

This measure passed the Assembly and is awaiting referral in the Senate Rules Committee. 
AB 2159 (Brownley) – Education Finance: Commission for Funding with Accountability, Transparency and Simplicity

This bill establishes the Commission for Funding with Accountability, Transparency, and Simplicity (FACTS). The commission shall work to provide state policymakers with a comprehensive plan to reform the current education finance system to leverage and support pupil achievement by making California’s funding system simpler, more transparent, and more effective. As amended, this measure authorizes the Superintendent to receive donations of nonstate and nonfederal funds for allocation for the purposes of this bill.

This measure passed the Assembly and is awaiting referral in the Senate Rules Committee. 
AB 2822 (Duvall) – Education Finance: English Language Acquisition Program: EIA

This bill would as a condition of receiving funding, require each local educational agency that serves English language learners to report to CDE on the criteria it uses for reclassification of English language learners to proficient in English. The CDE would be required to summarize and post the criteria it receives from local educational agencies on its Internet Web site in a manner that makes the posted criteria easily accessible to members of the public.

This measure passed the Assembly and is awaiting referral in the Senate Rules Committee. 
SB 1067 (Ducheny) – 2008-2009 Budget Bill

This bill addresses the Governor’s proposed 2008-09 budget.
This measure is currently in the Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee.

Governance

AB 2243 (Carter) – Local Control of Noncontroversial School District Unifications

This bill would authorize a county committee to approve a petition to create one or more new school districts if specified conditions are met, including the granting of approval authority by each county superintendent of schools with jurisdiction over an affected school district that elects to grant approval authority to the county committee on school district reorganization for which he or she is secretary, and the governing board of each of the affected school districts consents to the petition. The bill would apply the requirements described above regarding approval of petitions to transfer territory, notification of the county superintendent, and calling an election to petitions to create one or more new school districts pursuant to the bill. This is a State Superintendent of Public Instruction sponsored measure.
This measure passed the Assembly and is currently in the Senate Education Committee.
SB 1638 (Alquist) – Juvenile Court Schools

This bill authorizes a county office of education and a county probation department to enter into a memorandum of understanding, or an equivalent agreement, that establishes a process for collaboration, exchanging information, and dispute resolution relating to the delivery of educational services to pupils in juvenile court schools. The bill encourages county offices of education, county boards of supervisors, and county probation departments to develop a process for resolving conflicts and procedures that promote the education and welfare of pupils in county juvenile facilities and juvenile court schools.

This measure passed the Senate and is currently in the Assembly Education Committee.

Preschool and Kindergarten

AB 2759 (Jones) – Preschool Consolidation and Streamlining
This bill would express the Legislature's intent to enact legislation to reform state preschool programs by consolidating and streamlining child development programs that serve children 3 to 5 years of age. This is a State Superintendent of Public Instruction sponsored measure.
This measure passed the Assembly and is awaiting referral in the Senate Rules Committee. 
SB 1629 (Steinberg) – Preschool Quality Improvement Commission

This bill would state the Legislature’s intent to establish a commission to create an early learning quality improvement system to develop a framework for assessing program quality and an enhanced funding system that provides the necessary resources for programs to achieve higher quality and that provides the support and opportunity for teachers to reach higher levels of educational attainment. This is a State Superintendent of Public Instruction sponsored measure.
This measure passed the Senate and is currently in the Assembly Education Committee.
Health and Nutrition

SB 1600 (Kuehl) – California Comprehensive Sexual Health and HIV/AIDS Prevention Education Act

This bill would clarify that Charter Schools may participate in the California Comprehensive Sexual Health and HIV/AIDS Prevention Education Act.

This measure is currently in the Senate Inactive File.
Learning Support

AB 2406 (Villines) – Pupil Evaluations: Reading Level

This bill states legislative intent that a grade three pupil's annual academic evaluation includes a notice of whether that pupil is reading at his/her grade level. 

This measure passed the and is currently awaiting referral in the Senate.
SB 679 (Romero) – Independent study and alternative accountability systems

This bill would require school districts and county offices of education, as a condition of using independent study, to participate in an independent study monitoring program to evaluate the performance of low-performing independent study pupils. The bill would require the California Department of Education to report to the Legislature on the use of independent study on January 1, 2009, and every 2 years thereafter.
This measure passed the Senate and is currently in the Assembly Education Committee.
Special Education

AB 1872 (Coto) – Autism Spectrum Disorders: Clearinghouse

This bill would establish the California Autism Spectrum Disorder Clearinghouse within the California Department of Education to provide evidence-based and recommended information and practices regarding the education of pupils with autism spectrum disorders. The department would be required to administer the clearinghouse in coordination with the State Department of Developmental Services and the State Department of Social Services. The Superintendent of Public Instruction would be required to convene an oversight committee to represent the major stakeholders responsible for the education of pupils with autism spectrum disorders and to perform other related duties. 

This measure passed the Assembly and is awaiting referral in the Senate Rules Committee. 
SB 1364 (Cedillo) – Autism Spectrum Disorders Advisory Council

This bill requires the State Department of Public Health to establish the Autism Spectrum Disorders Advisory Council by January 1, 2010, and requires the Council to make recommendations to DPH on was in which DPH may deal more effectively with autism, and requires the Department of Public Health, to the extent that private funds are deposited in the Autism Disorders Public Health Program Fund, to create a pilot project to provide a voluntary registry of persons with Autism Spectrum Disorders, and requires the Department of Public Health to submit a report to the Legislature and Governor by June 1, 2010.

This measure passed the Senate and is awaiting referral in the Assembly.

SB 1475 (Torlakson) – Autism Pilot Program

This bill would require the State Department of Developmental Services to establish a 2-year pilot project to provide methods, instruments, and systems of care between regional centers and school districts for the early identification and assessment of children with ASD from birth to 5 years of age. It would also require the department, no later than June 1, 2012, to report to the Legislature and the Governor on the pilot project.

This measure passed the Senate and is awaiting referral in the Assembly.

SB 1515 (Kuehl) – Special Education: Restraint and Seclusion

This bill would require schools to follow the same limitations on the use of various forms of restraint that currently apply to state hospitals and psychiatric units of facilities such as skilled nursing facilities and mental  health rehabilitation centers.

This measure passed the Senate and is awaiting referral in the Assembly.
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