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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JULY 2008 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program: Update, including, but not limited to, Program Update
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


At the May 2008 SBE meeting, a summary of findings and recommendations from parent and teacher focus groups was provided as an update regarding the STAR Program’s Released Test Question Communication Plan. The SBE approved the California Modified Assessment (CMA) Blueprints for grades nine and ten English-language arts (ELA), Algebra I, and grade ten Science in May 2008.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


STAR Parent and Teacher Focus Groups: Released Test Question Communication Plan
Exemplar brochures and Web pages are being developed by Educational Testing Service (ETS) in collaboration with the CDE and the SBE staff to enhance communication with parents, stakeholders, and the general public about the differentiation among performance levels on the California Standards Tests (CSTs). A number of focus groups, including four held with Spanish-speaking panels, have been held to help guide this process. Draft brochures are being developed for grade spans two and three, four and five, six and seven, and grade eight. Additionally, four content area brochures are being developed for high school. CDE staff and SBE testing liaisons will review the brochures and Web pages prior to the September SBE meeting. 
STAR Test Results

School districts will begin receiving their STAR results beginning in mid-July. All results will be posted on the CDE Web site by August 15, 2008 (for school districts who had completed testing by June 25, 2008).  

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


The CDE is preparing documents to assist school districts and the public in interpreting results. The documents, Explaining 2008 STAR Program Student Reports to Parents and Guardians, and Interpreting 2008 STAR Program Test Results, will be posted on the STAR Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/. 
Post-Test Workshops

The testing contractor will conduct six post-test workshops during the months of August through September. The first workshop, a video conference, will be conducted on August 25, 2008, in Sacramento. On August 27, 2008, a Web cast will be hosted from Sacramento. Additional workshops will be held in Los Angeles, Bakersfield, Santa Clara, and San Diego. The purpose of the workshops is to assist school districts to interpret and use the STAR data.

Data Review for STAR Tests

The Assessment Review Panels (ARPs) for CSTs, CMA, California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA), and Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS) will meet over the summer and fall to review statistics from the field-test items given in the 2008 testing cycle. After their review of the content of test items, the ARP members will make recommendations for ETS to reconsider on an item-by-item basis for inclusion into the Item Bank. After the conclusion of these meetings, test forms for 2009 will be developed.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs associated with the activities in this update are included in the current contracts with ETS for the CSTs, STS, CAPA, and CMA.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.
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