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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JULY 2008 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

U.S. Department of Education Peer Review of Standards and Assessment: Update of Peer Review Results
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Mathematics and English-Language Arts

The U.S. Department of Education (ED) conducts a peer review of each state’s standards and assessment system. In July 2006, the CDE provided the SBE with information regarding California’s initial peer review. The ED identified outstanding concerns with California’s Academic Achievement Standards (finding 2.0) and its Full Assessment System (finding 3.0).
After lengthy debate and discussion, CDE submitted sufficient evidence to satisfy finding 2.0. However, the peer review found California to be out of compliance with a single component of its full assessment system. Specifically, the ED indicated that the General Mathematics Test was not aligned to grade eight content standards. 

The SBE took action at the March 2008 SBE meeting to authorize the development of a new mathematics test aligned to Algebra I content standards. 

On April 10, 2008, a joint letter from the CDE and the SBE was submitted to the ED addressing its concerns articulated in the finding. The letter provided a timeline for the development of the new test and affirmed California’s commitment to responding to this peer review finding in a timely manner. 

On May 2, 2008, in a letter received from the ED, ED’s staff indicated their intent to work with California to implement the timeline. 
The development of a new test begins with the SBE’s approval of the blueprint for the test. This new grade eight test, currently being called the revised mathematics test, is based on the Algebra I content standards. The revised blueprint was on the May 2008 
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS (Cont.)


SBE agenda; however, the SBE delayed discussion of the issue until June. CDE presented the blueprint for the revised mathematics test to the SBE in June 2008 

along with a timeline for the development of the test. The SBE delayed a decision regarding approval of the blueprint until the July meeting. This delay will not allow the contractor sufficient time to implement fully the test in spring 2010. More information will be provided as it is available.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The CDE will provide the SBE with an update regarding the peer review process.  

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The cost to develop a new grade eight mathematics assessment will be approximately $1,060,000. This cost will be covered using existing money in the contract realized from cost savings.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.
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