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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JuLY 2008 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Long Beach Unified School District to waive portions of California Education Code (EC) Section 44735(d) related to the Teaching as a Priority Block Grant – to allow the money to be spent for teachers in all schools, not just schools that are within the bottom half of the academic performance index, schools ranked in deciles, 
1 through 5.
Waiver Number: 10-5-2008
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial

That the district is participating in the Fresno-Long Beach Partnership Pilot including benchmarks to be set.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


No previous waivers have ever been submitted for the Teaching as a Priority Block Grant (TAP). AB 825, Statutes of 2004, combined funding from the Instructional Time and Staff Development Reform Program, Intersegmental Programs and the Teaching as a Priority Programs into a single the Professional Development Block Grant.

The statute surrounding the other two programs was repealed at the same time the block grant was funded leaving only the statute for the TAP Block Grant in place as the intent of the block grant was to increase flexibility for districts. The department is proposing cleanup legislation. The waiver is a good interim solution for this issue.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The TAP Block Grant statute, 44735(d) states as follows:

“Funding shall be allocated to school districts on a per-pupil basis for pupils enrolled in schools ranked in the bottom half of the Academic Performance Index pursuant to Article 2 (commencing with Section 52051) of Chapter 6.1. Within the bottom half of the academic performance index, schools ranked in deciles 1, 2, and 3 shall receive 1 1/2 times the funding per pupil of schools ranked in deciles 4 and 5. No less than the amount of funding generated by
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


pupils in schools ranked in deciles 1, 2, and 3 shall be expended in

those schools.”
The block grant funds can be used at the discretion of a school district for teacher recruitment and retention incentives with the target of reducing the number of teachers on emergency permits. Incentives shall only be used to hire and retain credentialed teachers. Teacher recruitment and retention incentives may include, but are not limited to, all of the following: signing bonuses, improved work conditions, teacher compensation, and housing subsidies.
Long Beach Unified School District (USD) seeks to waive this section to provide funding flexibility so that the district may use the funds in all of its schools for the purposes outlined in the program in order to serve a broader set of teachers and to allocate Professional Block Grant funds toward system-wide professional development programs, particularly National Board Certification and algebra readiness training.  
The district seeks to offer staff development opportunities to all of its teachers not just those in schools that are in ranked in deciles 1-5 of the API which number forty out of the eighty-five schools in the district. The department recommends approval of this waiver as the district is participating in the Fresno-Long Beach Partnership Pilot including benchmarks to be set.
Demographic Information: Long Beach Unified School District has a student population of 90,663 and is a city located in Los Angeles County. 
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2011
Local board approval date(s): May 6, 2008
Public hearing held on date(s): May 6, 2008
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): Union negotiations committee consulted on April 24, 2008.  
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Bargaining unit representative consulted is Mr. Michael Day.
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other:  local cable TV
Advisory committee(s) consulted: Union negotiations committee was consulted.   
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: April 24, 2008
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


No additional cost to the State or district.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:
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