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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
July 2008 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Madera County Office of Education for a renewal waiver of portions of California Education Code (EC) sections 48660 and 48916.1(d) to permit a community day school (CDS) to serve students in grades 4-6 with students in grades 7-8.

Waiver Number: 22-5-2008
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
EC Section 33051(c) will apply and the district will not be required to reapply annually if information contained on the request remains current.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has approved several similar requests to allow school districts to serve students in grades 4-6 with students in grades 7-8. Typically waivers are approved for one year, with evaluation before allowing them to function under 33051(c).
The Madera County Office of Education initial waiver request was granted in September of 2007 for one year and the required evaluation has been completed.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The Madera County Office of Education (COE) requests a renewal of a waiver of portions of EC sections 48660 and 48916.1(d) that provide for the maximum authorized grade span to be served in a community day school (CDS).

Current law was formulated to provide flexibility in establishing the grade spans for CDSs, authorizing any middle grades configuration used by the school district. Current law also provides for a K-8 district to establish a K-8 CDS. However, a COE that does not operate a middle school is still required to seek a State Board waiver in order to establish a CDS for this grade span.

COEs provide educational services to a number of local school districts who cannot provide these services themselves. The Madera COE currently operates two CDSs, Challenger Elementary CDS (previously served students in grades 4-6) and Discovery Secondary CDS (previously served students in grades 7-12). Madera COE is 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


requesting this waiver to continue to serve students in grades 7-8 in the elementary CDS along with students in grades 4-6, restricting enrollment in the Secondary CDS to 

students in grades 9-12. This would match the grade span organization of its feeder districts: Chowchilla School District (K-8) and Chowchilla Union High School District (grades 9-12).

This process has been inclusive of all parties involved. The Madera COE Board voted unanimously to support this request, which is also supported by the Madera COE California Teachers Association. Additionally, the superintendents of each affected school district submitted letters of strong support for the original waiver request following review by district staff and the local school Fairmead School Site Council of Chowchilla School District and they remain committed to this grade span arrangement.
The department recommends that the waiver be approved as requested, EC 33051 (c) will apply
Demographic Information: The Madera COE directly serves approximately 670 students in all programs, of which thirty are enrolled in the CDS. Madera County is primarily a sparsely populated rural region.
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: 8/1/08 – 7/31/09
Local board approval date(s): 5/13/08
Public hearing held on date(s): 5/13/08
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): 5/5/08
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Madera COE Teachers Association – Tanya Hill
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)

Madera COE, Enterprise Secondary School (Madera), Wilson Middle School and Chowchilla High School (Chowchilla)
Advisory committee(s) consulted: Fairfield School Site Council, which is the school site council for the Chowchilla School District
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: 5/21/08
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


None
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (2 pages) (This attachment is not available for

                       Web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver

                       Office.)
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