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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JULY 2008 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by West Contra Costa Unified School District  to waive California Education Code (EC) Section 52055.55(b), to allow TESS Consulting Group to continue as the School Assistance and Intervention Team (SAIT) provider at El Cerrito High School as part of a secondary sanction required after the thirty-six month review of state-monitored schools that have failed to exit the Immediate Intervention/Underperforming Schools Program (II/USP).
Waiver Number: 18-5-2008
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial

That West Contra Costa Unified School District continue to work with TESS Consulting Group as its SAIT provider for El Cerrito High School, with the condition that the district is required to enter into a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the State Superintendent of Public Instruction and TESS Consulting Group outlining the specific Essential Program Components (EPCs) which remain to be substantially implemented at El Cerrito High School. Should the school fail to make significant growth for the next two years (2007-08 and 2008-09) the district will need to appear before the State Board of Education (SBE) regarding the status of this school; therefore this waiver will only apply from July 9, 2008 through August 31, 2009.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In May 2008, the SBE approved general waivers for selected school districts with Immediate Intervention/Underperforming Schools Program (II/USP) schools which had failed to make significant growth for two consecutive years and were subject to the thirty-six month review process and secondary sanctions. 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


El Cerrito High School has a student population of 1,213 and is located in Richmond, California. The West Contra Costa Unified School District contracted with TESS Consulting Group in 2005 to be their SAIT provider. EC Section 52055.55(b) requires that “the Superintendent shall remove the management team, trustee or school assistance and intervention team from providing services at the school site” if the school fails to exit state-monitoring after thirty-six months. As shown below, the school made positive 48 Academic Performance Index (API) growth points in 2005, negative five API 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


growth points in 2006, and positive nine API growth points in 2007.
Because the school made 52 net API growth points while in state-monitoring, the district requests a waiver of this portion of the EC so that the TESS Consulting Group may be allowed to continue to work with the school. 
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Staff interviews with the school’s principal, school district staff and staff of the TESS Consulting Group indicate that consistency of support seems to outweigh the need for assignment of a new SAIT for El Cerrito High School. The district and school report a good relationship with the TESS Consulting Group. The school has improved in the delivery of curriculum, instruction, interventions for students performing below grade level, assessment and professional development. The district has a great deal of respect and confidence in the TESS Consulting Group and wishes to have them continue to be the SAIT provider.
The Department recommends approval of this waiver, with the condition that the school and district implement all EPCs at El Cerrito High School at a substantial level.
Demographic Information: For this waiver, the involved school, El Cerrito High School has a student population of 1,243 and is located in an urban area in Contra Costa County.
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: July 9, 2008 through August 31, 2009 

Local board approval date(s): April 2, 2008

Public hearing held on date(s): April 2, 2008

Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): United Teachers of Richmond March 14, 2008   
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Rick Willis, UTR 
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate): 
Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify) 









        District Website

Advisory committee(s) consulted: School Site Council
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: May 6, 2008   
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


District will be required to support any secondary SAIT costs. 

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (2 pages) (This attachment is not available for

                       Web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver

                       Office).
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