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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
July 2008 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Merced Union High School District for a waiver of California Education Code (EC) Section 48661(a) to permit the collocation of a community day school on the same site as (East Campus Educational Center) a continuation high school.
Waiver Number: 32-4-2008
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
That the waiver be approved for one year, an evaluation of the program will be conducted before renewal.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has approved several requests to allow the collocation of a community day school (CDS) with other schools when the CDS could not be located separately and the district has been able to ensure appropriate separation of students between the two schools.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The Merced Union High School District (MUHSD) requests a waiver of EC Section 48661(a) which states that a CDS shall not be situated on the same site as various other schools.

MUHSD has conducted a search of district-owned facilities and facilities in the community and has certified by a unanimous vote of the MUHSD Board that there are no fully separate locations that are available that would be satisfactory for the operation of a CDS. By locating the CDS on the current alternative education campus, MUHSD avoids collocation with any of the traditional high schools and students. 
The East Campus Educational Center (ECEC) campus currently is the site of the Yosemite Continuation High School (YCHS). The only classroom on campus used by YCHS is occupied for one period in the morning, with only ten minutes overlapping CDS attendance. Its entrance is on the far side of the building wing from the CDS and is walled off from the interior hallway. All other YCHS classrooms are located on the opposite end of this large campus. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


Independence High School, which provides instruction through independent study with students only on campus for one hour weekly check-in sessions, is also located on this campus, but such limited attendance and collocation is considered incidental. Finally, a development child center is located in a far corner of the campus – well away from the CDS and not covered by the statutory separation requirements. 

MUHSD believes that it can maintain complete separation of the CDS students from other students on this campus while providing access to a state-of-the-art academic, vocational, and technologically rich program that will engage the students as well as provide needed support services. Students from each school would be fully separated at all times. Each school would have its own office and restrooms. There would also be different arrival and departure locations and times for each school to prevent mixing of students.
The MUHSD Board voted unanimously to support the waiver. The MUHSD Teachers 
 Association also supports this proposal, as does the MUHSD Safe Schools Committee (which originated the idea for the district to establish a CDS and to operate it on this site). 
While MUHSD believes that the measures described will provide a high level of safety and success, the district requests, and the department recommends, approval of the waiver for one year, allowing for re-evaluation before renewal is considered.

Demographic Information: The MUHSD has a student population of 10,673 and is located in a small city in Merced County. 
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: 7/1/08 – 6/30/09
Local board approval date(s): 4/23/08
Public hearing held on date(s): 3/19/08
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): 3/19/08
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: MUHSD Teachers Association – Sheila Whitley
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)
Advisory committee(s) consulted: MUHSD Safe Schools Committee (originated the idea for the district to establish a CDS and to operate it on this site)
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: 2/28/08
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


None
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (2 pages) (This attachment is not available for

                       Web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver

                       Office.)

Attachment 2: Site map (1 page) (This attachment is not available for Web viewing. A                           printed copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.)
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