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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JULY 2008 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by El Monte Union High School District to waive California Education Code (EC) Section 52522(b) to increase from five percent to seven percent the proportion of their adult education state block entitlement that may be used to implement approved Adult Education Innovation and Alternative Instructional Delivery Programs.
Waiver Number: 27−4−2008
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
That EC Section 33051(c) will not apply, and the school district will be required to provide an evaluation before renewal.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) adopted waiver guidelines in March 2002 for local educational agencies (LEAs) that apply for a waiver to increase the percentage of their state block entitlement expendable for innovation and alternative instructional delivery from five percent to an amount not greater than seven percent. Many waivers of this type have been granted.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


In 1993, the California Legislature passed EC Section 52522 permitting the State Superintendent of Public Instruction to approve adult school plans to spend up to five percent of their block entitlement on innovation and alternative instructional delivery. El Monte Union High School District (UHSD) requests an increase to seven percent of their block entitlement to be spent on this program.
Any LEA that applies for this program must submit an application that includes reimbursement and accountability worksheets for all courses. Courses must be approved by the California Department of Education (CDE) per EC Section 52515, and certification of an approved attendance accountability system is required. El Monte UHSD is approved for English as a Second Language (ESL), ESL/Citizenship, and Parent Education classes.
The El Monte-Rosemead Adult School started their Innovation and Alternative Delivery Program in 2000 with ESL and Parent Education classes and added Citizenship classes in 2002. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


The distance learning alternative delivery program is a viable option for adults to continue their education despite long work hours, childcare issues, and/or lack of transportation.
The El Monte-Rosemead Adult School reported a decline in overall enrollment in 
2004-05 and a 3.5 percent decline in 2005-06, probably due to the quick rise in housing costs in the San Gabriel Valley, making the area less attractive to new immigrants. Another factor that affected adult school attendance was a district decision to run a four day school week for summer sessions in 2003-04 and 2004-05 to save energy during the California energy crisis. In 2006-07, the adult school showed three percent growth and the trend continues in 2007-08 showing a pattern of growth and stability. 
The El Monte-Rosemead Adult School Innovation Program has shown growth in the last three years as the adult school added new sections of ESL and Parent Education. Most of the Parent Education students are referred from the Department of Family and Children Services to complete a mandatory parenting class. This is a model partnership between the county and the adult school.

El Monte UHSD has reviewed SBE Waiver Policy 02−01, Adult Education Innovation and Alternative Instruction Delivery Program, and submitted verification of the criteria that must be met to place this waiver request on the consent calendar.
El Monte UHSD verifies that the adult school is in statutory compliance having resolved one non-compliance item during the 2004-05 Coordinated Compliance Review.

The adult school verifies that the ratio of pupils to certificated employees in the Innovation classes is equivalent to the ratio of students to teachers in other adult school classes operated by the district.

The adult school has described the change since the LEA’s initial application and provided data showing the increased number of students requesting Innovation classes due to work hours, childcare, or transportation limitations. The district requests the seven percent waiver to serve these additional students.

The program has increased program capacity since the initial application by developing community partnerships. The adult school has increased their capacity to serve students by purchasing duplicating rights for instructional videos/DVDs and accompanying printed materials. They added two ESL classes at two new sites this year. Enrollment in the Citizenship classes rose 16 percent in the last fiscal year.
Since the initial 2000 application, the adult school implemented Comprehensive Adult Student Assessment System (CASAS) standardized tests used for National Reporting. The 2006-07 tests results show an increased number of ESL students (68 percent) making learning gain, and forty-three students (12 percent) completing two level gains. This is an increase from 2005-06.
El Monte UHSD submitted all items requested in the SBE waiver guidelines and the review of documentation supports waiver approval. CDE recommends approval for one day less than two years so that EC Section 33051(c) will not apply. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


The school district will be required to complete an evaluation of their Adult Education Innovation and Alternative Instructions Delivery Program before a renewal is granted.
Demographic information: El Monte UHSD has 10,229 students and the 
El Monte-Rosemead Adult School has 24,130 students. The district has five comprehensive high schools, one continuation high school, and the adult school. El Monte UHSD is projecting a 1.7 percent decline this year based on falling enrollment in the elementary schools of El Monte City School District. Located approximately 12 miles east of downtown Los Angeles, the City of El Monte has approximately 120,000 residents.
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: July 1, 2007, to June 29, 2009, EC Section 33051(c) will not apply
Local board approval date(s): April 9, 2008
Public hearing held on date(s): April 9, 2008
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): March 4, 2008
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: El Monte Union Educators Association: Mary Sogovia
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (local public libraries and city hall)
Advisory committee(s) consulted: School Site Advisory Committee
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: March 20, 2008
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no state fiscal impact associated with this waiver. The waiver allows the school district to expend up to seven percent of their adult block entitlement for implementation of the Innovation and Alternative Delivery Program.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Consent Item: Backup materials, waiver request forms and supporting documents are 

                        not available for web viewing but are available for inspection in the 

                        Waiver Office.
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