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	SUBJECT

Pacific Technology School Statewide Benefit Charter: Request for Santa Ana Site to Offer Instruction in Opening Year to Grades Six Through Eight. 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the request by Pacific Technology School Statewide Benefit Charter (PacTech) to offer instruction in the opening year of the Santa Ana school site to grades six through eight instead of the originally approved plan to open with grades six and seven. 

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In March 2009, the SBE granted PacTech the third statewide benefit charter in California. PacTech was approved to open two school sites in fall 2009 in the Santa Ana Unified School District (Santa Ana USD) and the San Juan Unified School District (San Juan Unified USD). The PacTech charter states that both schools will open with grades six and seven and that each school site would eventually serve students in grades six through twelve.

	 SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


PacTech now requests approval from the SBE to open the Santa Ana school site in fall 2009 with grades six, seven, and eight. PacTech has received up to 24 requests from parents in the Santa Ana area seeking to enroll their children who will enter the eighth grade in fall 2009 who are siblings of children who also seek to enter grades six or seven at the PacTech school. PacTech would like to offer admission to the eighth grade siblings in order to retain the sixth and seventh grade students at the same time. PacTech believes that adding the eighth grade pupils will contribute toward building the PacTech school culture. The Santa Ana school site has the capacity to hold up to 100 eighth grade students while still retaining a 24:1 pupil to teacher ratio for all grades. PacTech has notified the Santa Ana USD of its location in accordance with California Education Code Section 47605.8 and California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 11967.6(a)(10). CDE staff has notified the Santa Ana USD and the Orange County Office of Education of PacTech’s request to open with grades six through eight in fall 2009.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Approval of the request to expand the grade levels offered by the PacTech statewide benefit charter in its opening year has little (if any) effect on the total amount of state local assistance funding to public schools. To the extent students attend schools operated under the proposed statewide benefit charter, the funding to support those schools is merely redirected from other public schools. State costs overall are essentially the same.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


None

