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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JULY 2009 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Petition from the Sutter County Board of Education to Transfer the Functions of the Sutter County Committee on School District Organization to the Sutter County Board of Education.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the California State Board of Education (SBE) approve the Sutter County Board of Education (County Board) petition and order the County Board to succeed to and be vested with all duties, powers, purposes, responsibilities, and jurisdiction formerly vested with the Sutter County Committee on School District Organization (County Committee).
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


California Education Code (EC) Section 4020 was enacted in 1982 to allow the transfer of functions of a county committee on school district organization (county committee) to a county board of education (county board). The SBE has approved such transfers in 32 counties. No transfer requests have been heard in the past 10 years.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


In 1949, responsibility for school district organization matters was placed with the SBE. County committees were established in each county (except San Francisco) and were charged with formulating plans and recommendations, under direction of the SBE, for unification or other reorganization of school districts in the county. From 1950 to 1972, the California State Legislature established financial incentives and mandates for unification (including development of a Unification Master Plan for each county and mandatory elections on the elements of these plans). These legislative requirements ensured an active schedule of county committee activities. However, county committee activity, especially in the more rural areas of the state, significantly decreased at the end of this mandatory unification election period. 

To avoid the necessity and costs of maintaining a county committee that has no activity, EC Section 4020 was enacted in 1982 to allow the SBE to transfer the duties and powers of a county committee to a county board. Since that time, the SBE has transferred the powers and duties of the county committee in 32 counties. (See Attachment 1 for a list of the counties where transfers have occurred.)
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


On April 9, 2009, the SBE received a petition from the County Board (Attachment 2) to request the transfer of the functions of the County Committee to the County Board. The County Board made the request because the County Committee workload over the past 45 years has included only two unification issues and two territory transfer petitions, and because the current County Committee has nine of the 11 member seats vacant. 
The Sutter County Superintendent of Schools (County Superintendent), prior to submitting the petition to the SBE, met with each school district superintendent in the county and all of them indicated that the issue had been considered by the respective governing boards of the districts and there was no opposition to the waiver. The CDE has provided the school districts in the county with an additional opportunity to consider the petition in a public meeting, which would be held prior to the July SBE meeting. Because those public hearings have not been held as of this writing, and in order to meet EC Section 4020 timelines, it is not possible to include the responses from the districts in the publication of this agenda item. Any responses received by the CDE will be presented verbally at the July 2009 SBE meeting. 

The County Committee, with only two members, is unable to establish a quorum to adopt a formal response to the petition. 

Based on the reported historical workload and the composition (only two current seated members) of the County Committee, the CDE recommends that the SBE, pursuant to EC sections 4020 and 4021, approve the County Board petition and order the County Board to succeed to and be vested with all duties, powers, purposes, responsibilities, and jurisdiction formerly vested with the County Committee.

If the SBE does take the recommendation action, it may, upon its own motion or upon petition of the County Board or a majority of the school districts in Sutter County, subsequently reestablish the County Committee (EC Section 4022).
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There will be no cost to the Sutter County Office of Education (County Office), any affected district, or the state due to approval of the County Board request. Approval would eliminate costs to the County Office to maintain a separate County Committee.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:
County Committees on School District Organization (1 page).
Attachment 2:
March 31, 2009, letter from Jeff Holland, Sutter County Superintendent of Schools, to Mr. Theodore R. Mitchell,  President, California State Board of Education (3 pages).

County Committees on School District Organization

In some counties, the county board of education acts as the county committee. In the remainder of the counties, the county committee is a body separate from the county board of education.

	Counties with a 

Separate County 

Committee


	Counties in which the

County Board of Education

Serves as the County

Committee

	El Dorado
	Alameda

	Fresno
	Alpine

	Humboldt
	Amador

	Kern
	Butte

	Lassen
	Calaveras

	Los Angeles
	Colusa

	Marin
	Contra Costa

	Merced
	Del Norte

	Mono
	Glenn

	Nevada
	Imperial

	Orange
	Inyo

	Placer
	Kings

	Riverside
	Lake

	San Benito
	Madera

	San Bernardino
	Mariposa

	San Joaquin
	Mendocino

	San Luis Obispo
	Modoc

	San Mateo
	Monterey

	Santa Barbara
	Napa

	Santa Clara
	Plumas

	Sonoma
	Sacramento

	Stanislaus
	San Diego

	Sutter
	Santa Cruz

	Tulare
	Shasta

	Ventura
	Sierra

	
	Siskiyou

	
	Solano

	
	Tehama

	
	Trinity

	
	Tuolumne

	
	Yolo

	
	Yuba
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March 31, 2009

Mr. Theodore R. Mitchell, President

California State Board of Education

1430 N Street, Suite #5111

Sacramento, CA  95814

Dear President Mitchell:

Enclosed is Sutter County Board of Education’s Resolution Number 089-VIII requesting the transfer of responsibilities of the County Committee on School District Organization to the Sutter County Board of Education as allowed under Education Codes 4020 and 4021.  A Certification of Board Minutes certifying that action was taken at a regular meeting of the Sutter County Board of Education on March 17, 2009, adopting Resolution Number 089-VIII is also enclosed.  

The Sutter County Board of Education has been in consultation with Larry Shirey, Field Representative for the State Department of Education, regarding the necessary steps and documentation needed to move forward with this request.  It is our understanding that the State Board of Education will allow a sixty-day comment period from local school boards before action is taken.  

Please advise me of timeframes, other documentation you may need, and the date the State Board of Education will act on this request.

Thank you for your guidance and assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

-signature-
Jeff Holland

Sutter County Superintendent of Schools

Ex-officio Secretary to the County Board of Education

jh/sh

Enclosures 
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SUTTER COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
RESOLUTION NUMBER 089-VIII

TO ABOLISH THE SUTTER COUNTY COMMITTEE ON

SCHOOL DISTRICT ORGANIZATION AND HAVE THE SUTTER COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY 


WHEREAS, Section 4003 of the California Education Code provides for a Sutter County Committee on School District Organization consisting of eleven (11) members; and


WHEREAS, Section 4006 of the California Education Code requires the members of the Sutter County Committee on School District Organization to be elected by the representatives of the governing boards of the school districts of Sutter County; and


WHEREAS, Since November 1, 2008, the Sutter County Committee on School District Organization has not held a meeting; and 


WHEREAS, The County Committee has only two (2) members who are currently serving a four (4) year term, and the other nine (9) members’ terms have expired; and  


WHEREAS, The Sutter County Committee on School District Organization has only approved one (1) territory transfer in 2003-04, one (1) proposed territory transfer in 1974, one (1) proposed de-unification in 1972, and one (1) unification in 1964, for a total of four (4) committee actions in the last 45 years; and 


WHEREAS, California Education Code Section 4020 provides for a transfer of the functions of the Sutter County Committee on School District Organization to the Sutter County Board of Education by the California State Board of Education upon a Petition by the Sutter County Board of Education; and

WHEREAS, the Sutter County Superintendent of Schools and the Sutter County Board of Education request the abolition of the current eleven (11) member Sutter County Committee on School District Organization and a transfer of its functions to the Sutter County Board of Education; and

WHEREAS, there is no stated opposition to the transfer of the aforementioned functions of the Sutter County Committee on School District Organization to the Sutter County Board of Education; and


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Sutter County Board of Education that the California State Board of Education is hereby petitioned to transfer the functions of the Sutter County Committee on School District Organization to the Sutter County Board of Education pursuant to California Education Code Section 4020.


THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION was adopted at a regular meeting of the Sutter County Board of Education on March 17, 2009, by the following vote:


AYES:
___4__ 

ABSTAIN:
___1__

NOES:
___0__

ABSENT:
___1__
-signature-





-signature-

Norma Montna, President



Jeff Holland, Ex-officio Secretary

Sutter County Board of Education


Sutter County Board of Education

	


CERTIFICATION OF BOARD MINUTES/ACTION

SUTTER COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION

This is to certify that the Sutter County Board of Education at its regular meeting held on March 17, 2009, passed the following motion:

A motion was made to adopt Resolution Number 089-VIII to Abolish the Sutter County Committee on School District Organization and Have the Sutter County Board of Education Assume Responsibilities.  

MOTION:  

Michael Ettl




SECOND:  
Dale Davis





VOTE:
Ayes:

4



Noes:

0



Absent:

1


I certify that the foregoing statement is true and correct.


March 31, 2009




                        Date







-signature-


Jeff Holland, County Superintendent







Ex-officio Secretary of the Board
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Jeff Holland, Superintendent
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Jeff Holland, Superintendent









