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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JULY 2009 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

California High School Exit Examination: Approve Commencement of the Rulemaking Process for Amendments to the California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Sections 1200 through 1216.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take the following action:

· Approve the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

· Approve the Initial Statement of Reasons

· Approve the proposed regulations

· Direct CDE to commence the rulemaking process

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The SBE adopted the current California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) regulations at its May 2007 meeting.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The CDE proposes amendments to the California Code of Regulations, Title 5, for the CAHSEE in response to changes in the Budget Acts of 2007 and 2008, needs that have arisen during the administration of the CAHSEE, and a need to clarify existing regulatory language. The key purposes of the proposed amendments are as follows:

· Add definitions for “accommodation,” “modification,” “nonpublic school,” “RFEP,” and “translator.”
· Revise definitions of “scribe,” “test examiner,” and “test proctor” to clarify these terms and ensure security of test materials.

· Revise definition of “school district” to include statewide benefit charters.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


· Amend the number of opportunities that grade twelve students may take the CAHSEE to align with changes in the Budget Acts of 2007 and 2008, increasing the number of opportunities grade twelve students can take the CAHSEE from three to five.

· Clarify language to improve the accuracy of data collected in the following areas:  eligibility for the National School Lunch Program (NSLP), race and ethnicity, reclassification to fluent English proficient (RFEP), and district and county of residence for students with individualized education programs (IEPs).

· Delete Section 1207.2 regarding the collection of data pertaining to exemptions from the CAHSEE requirement in response to the expiration of legislation that allowed exemptions.

· Clarify language regarding the reporting of data to ensure student confidentiality.

· Add translators to the list of personnel required to sign a security affidavit and receive training in administering the CAHSEE to ensure the security of the examination.

· Refine language describing variations, accommodations, and modifications to respond to the needs of students taking the exam and to ensure consistency in the administration of the CAHSEE.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The Fiscal Impact Statement will be provided as an Item Addendum.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (5 Pages)

Attachment 2: Initial Statement of Reasons (3 Pages)

Attachment 3: The California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Sections 1200 – 1216


(16 Pages)
Attachment 4: The Fiscal Impact Statement will be provided as an Item Addendum.

