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Initial Statement of Reasons

California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) 

INTRODUCTION

California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Division 1, Chapter 2, Subchapter 6, for the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) serves to guide local educational agencies (LEAs) in administering the CAHSEE and reporting of student demographic data to the State.
The California Department of Education (CDE) proposes amendments to the California Code of Regulations, Title 5, for CAHSEE in response to changes in the California Education Code, to needs that have arisen during the administration of the CAHSEE, and to clarify and ensure consistency across all components of the CAHSEE and other state assessment programs. 
General changes were made to the regulations to include punctuation, grammatical edits, and renumbering and/or relettering to reflect deletions or additions. Where applicable, “student” was changed to “pupil” when referring to a person enrolled in K-12; and “examination” or “high school exit examination” was changed to “CAHSEE” for consistency.
SPECIFIC PURPOSE OF EACH SECTION – GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 11346.2(b)(1)

The specific purpose of each amendment, and the rationale for the determination that each amendment is reasonably necessary to carry out the purpose for which it is proposed, together with a description of the public problem, administrative requirement, or other condition or circumstance that each amendment is intended to address, is as follows:
Proposed sections 1200(a), (j), (k), (l), and (v) add the definitions of “accommodation,” “modification,” “nonpublic school,” “RFEP,” and “translator.” These definitions are necessary to ensure clarity in administering the CAHSEE and ensure consistency with other State assessment programs. 
Proposed section 1200(m) is amended to include “any statewide benefit charter” in the definition of “school district” to make these regulations consistent with Education Code sections 47605(j) and 47605.8 and the California Code of Regulations, Title 5, section 11967.6.
Proposed sections 1200(n) and (r) are amended to ensure the security of the CAHSEE materials. The revisions will clarify that individuals assigned to the roles of scribes, test examiners, and test proctors must sign a Test Security Affidavit. The term “assigned” is replaced with the term “employed” in the definition of test examiner in order to clarify the regulation and help ensure the security of the CAHSEE materials. 
Proposed section 1204.5(b) is amended to respond to changes in the Budget Acts of 2007 and 2008 that allow grade twelve students to take sections of the CAHSEE not yet passed up to five times per school year. Previously, grade twelve students were allowed only three opportunities per school year. 
Proposed sections 1207(b)(10), (12), (17), (20) and (d)(9) have been amended to increase the accuracy of student data collected. These proposed changes include recording students’ eligibility for the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) rather than their participation in NSLP to more accurately reflect a pupil’s socio-economic status. In addition, in order to increase the accuracy of data, language clarifying that the district and county residence for students with disabilities should be reported only if the residence is other than where the student attends school or receives services and only if the student has an individualized education program (IEP). The language regarding students who are reclassified fluent English proficient (RFEP) is revised to clarify that qualifying scores on the California English-Language Arts Standards Test do not have to be from consecutive years, but can be from any test administrations. As the RFEP designation is based on the California Standards Test in the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) program, this revision will also make CAHSEE regulations consistent with STAR regulations. Lastly, the term “race” is added to the term “ethnicity” to comply with federal regulations for data collection. 
Proposed section 1207.2 is deleted in response to the expiration of Education Code section 60852.4 that allowed exemptions to the CAHSEE. Because exemptions are no longer allowed, the CDE no longer collects exemption data.
Proposed section 1207.5 is amended to replace the word “audience” with “party” to provide clarity. Additional language is revised to add clarity and to protect the confidentiality of student results by relying on 34 C.F.R. Section 99.3 (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). 

Proposed section 1210 clarifies who is required to receive training to administer or aid in the administration of the CAHSEE. Scribes are removed from the list, because they record or transcribe students’ answers, but do not administer the test or provide directions for the administration of the test and therefore do not need to undergo training. Translators are added to the list of persons who must undergo training because they provide translations and clarification of the directions for the administration of the CAHSEE pursuant to section 1217(d). 
Proposed section 1211.5 adds translators to the list of persons required to sign the Test Security Affidavit in order to provide clarity and ensure the security of the CAHSEE. 
Proposed section 1215 is amended to clarify the use of testing variations for students taking the CAHSEE. The new language clarifies that test administration directions, but not test questions, may be simplified, clarified, or presented in Manually Coded English or American Sign Language. The list of variations was reorganized and rephrased for clarity and consistency with other State assessment programs. In addition, the variation that students may be tested in a small group setting is added in response to the needs of students who would benefit from this variation, which is a commonly used variation in the classroom. 

Proposed section 1215.5 is amended based on recommendations of the testing contractor and technical advisory group. The edits make explicit that any passages contained within the writing task on the English-language arts section of the CAHSEE may be read aloud or presented in Manually Coded English or American Sign Language as an accommodation rather than a modification. 
Proposed sections 1216(b)(1) and (3) are amended to clarify the types of modifications allowed on the CAHSEE. Because the use of formulas on the mathematics portion of the exam fundamentally alters what the test measures and the comparability of scores, this amendment will specify that the use of formulas is considered a modification. To respond to the needs of students who may require this modification, it is added to the list of modifications allowed on the mathematics portion of the exam. In addition, the presentation modifications for the English-language arts multiple-choice portion are revised to provide clarity. 
OTHER REQUIRED SHOWINGS – GOV. CODE SECTION 11346.2(b)(2)-(4)

Studies, Reports or Documents Relied Upon – Gov. Code. Section 11346.2(b)(2):

The State Board of Education (SBE) did not rely upon any technical, theoretical, or empirical studies, reports or documents in proposing the adoption, amendment, or repeal of these regulations. 
Reasonable Alternatives Considered Or Agency’s Reasons For Rejecting Those Alternatives – Gov. Code Section 11346.2(b)(3)(A):

No other alternatives were presented to or considered by the SBE.  

Reasonable Alternatives That Would Lessen The Impact On Small Businesses – Gov. Code Section 11346.2(b)(3)(B):

The SBE has not identified any alternatives that would lessen any adverse impact on small business.

Evidence Relied Upon To Support the Initial Determination That the Regulation Will Not Have A Significant Adverse Economic Impact on Business – Gov. Code Section 11346.2(b)(4): 
The proposed regulations would not have a significant economic impact on any business because they relate only to school districts.
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