
62-3-2009 Attachment 1
Page 1 of 4

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

SPECIFIC WAIVER REQUEST 

Instructional Material Funding Realignment Program (IMFRP)

SW-1 (Rev. 2/10/09)
  http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/lr/wr/

“24-Month” Rule

Send Original plus one copy to:

Waiver Office, California Department of Education

Faxed originals will not be accepted!
1430 N Street, Suite 5602
Sacramento, CA 95814
	
	CD CODE
	

	3
	7
	6
	8
	0
	4
	9

	Local educational agency:

 Dehesa School District      
	Contact name and recipient of approval/denial notice:

Janet Wilson
	Contact person’s e-mail address:

jmwilson@sdcoe.net

	Address:                                          (City)                              (State)                        (ZIP)

4612 Dehesa Road                        El Cajon                             CA                     92019
	Phone (and extension, if necessary):

619-444-2161

Fax number: 619-444-2105

	Period of request:  (month/day/year)

From: 8/1/2009                  To:  8/1/2011
	Local board approval date: (Required) 

March 12, 2009                                             
	Date of Public Hearing”

March 12, 2009

	LEGAL CRITERIA

	1. Authority for the waiver:   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Specific code section: EC 60422(c)(1) through (3)
Section 60422(c) The State Board of Education may grant the school district additional time to meet the purchasing requirements of subdivision (a) if the governing board of the school district demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the state board, that all of the following criteria apply to the district:

(1) The school district has implemented a well designed, standards-aligned basic instructional materials program.

(2) The school district, at the time of its request for additional time pursuant to this subdivision, has sufficient textbooks or basic instructional materials for use by each pupil.

(3) The school district has adopted a plan for the purchase of standards-aligned instructional

materials in accordance with subdivision (a) but the plan indicated an alternative date for compliance that is declared in the request for additional time.

	2. Education Code Section to be waived:  EC 60422(a) “24 month” rule for IMFRP adoptions
Curriculum Area:  Reading/Language Arts                               Grade Levels: K - 6  

                                                                                                       Alternative Date for Compliance 

 September 2011



	1. Collective bargaining unit information. (Not necessary for EC  56101 waivers)

       Does the district have any employee bargaining units?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     If yes, please complete required information 

       below:

      Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s):  Dehesa Teacher's Association - March 2, 2009

      Name of bargaining units and representative(s) consulted:  Dehesa Teacher's Association, Christi Smith, President

      The position(s) of the bargaining unit(s):   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral    FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Oppose (Please specify why)

      Comments (if appropriate):       
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	3. Education Code or California Code of Regulations section to be waived. 

EC 60422. (a) A local governing board shall use funding received pursuant to this chapter to ensure that each pupil is provided with a standards-aligned textbook or basic instructional materials, as adopted by the State Board of Education subsequent to the adoption of content standards pursuant to Section 60605 for kindergarten and grades 1 to 8, inclusive, or as adopted by the local governing board pursuant to Sections 60400 and 60411, for grades 9 to 12, inclusive. Pupils shall be provided with standards-aligned textbooks or basic instructional materials by the beginning of the first school term that commences no later than 24 months after those materials were adopted by the State Board of Education.


	4. Desired outcome/rationale. Give a general description of what adoption you want to postpone and the reason:

        The Dehesa School District would like to postpone the language arts adoption for the following reasons:

1. We are concentrating our resources on the implementation of our new mathematics adoptions (K-6).  

2. We are working to complete establishing essential standards for our district.

3. The District is concerned about the unstable State budget forecast.  Our concern is exacerbated by declining enrollment and increased curriculum costs.  

For more detailed information, see Attachment A

	Is this waiver associated with an apportionment related audit penalty? (per EC 41344)    FORMCHECKBOX 
  No      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes 

 (If yes, please attach explanation or copy of audit finding) 

Has there been a Categorical Program Monitoring (CPM) finding on this issue?     FORMCHECKBOX 
  No      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes 

(If yes, please attach explanation or copy of CPM finding)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

	District or County Certification – I hereby certify that the information provided on this application is correct and complete.


	Signature of Superintendent or Designee:

       
	Title:

Superintendent/Principal 

     
	Date:

March 3, 2009

     

	Signature of SELPA Director (only if a Special Education Waiver)

 
	Date:

     

	FOR CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION USE ONLY

	Staff Name (type or print):


	Staff Signature:

 
	Date:



	Unit Manager (type or print):


	Unit Manager Signature:

 
	Date:



	Division Director (type or print):


	Division Director Signature:

 
	Date:



	Deputy (type or print):


	Deputy Signature:

 
	Date:
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Attachment A: Desired Outcome/Rationale for Waiver

I.  Responses to the Statutory Criteria for Waiver Approval:

EC 60422(c) The State Board of Education may grant the school district additional time to meet the purchasing requirements of subdivision (a) if the governing board of the school district demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the state board, that all of the following criteria apply to the district:

1. The school district has implemented a well-designed, standards-aligned basic instructional materials program.

Dehesa School District currently has a well-designed, standards-aligned basic instructional program.  In grades K-6 we have implemented the Houghton Mifflin curriculum.  

Professional development is a top priority in our district and we provide opportunities for our teachers to learn curriculum prior to and during implementation.  In addition, teachers have extensively mapped this core curriculum area and they have also developed numerous grade level specific, benchmark assessments used for monitoring student progress.

2. The school district, at the time of its request for additional time pursuant to this subdivision, has sufficient textbooks or basic instructional materials for use by each pupil.

The Dehesa School District has a State-adopted and standards-aligned textbook for each child in language arts, mathematics, social studies, and science.  The District has continued to purchase supplementary support materials (student workbooks) in all subject areas.  

Attached is a copy of the District Instructional Materials Sufficiency Resolution in accordance with requirements of Education Code 60119 and the Williams Settlement for the 2008-09 school year indicating all students have textbooks as required.  

The charts below illustrate the achievement of our students in Language Arts.

	Grade
	Percent of Students Proficient and Advanced ELA Dehesa
	Percent of Students Proficient and Advanced

Statewide - ELA

	2
	51
	48

	3
	28
	38

	4
	59
	55

	5
	40
	48

	6
	60
	47
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Attachment A: Desired Outcome/Rationale for Waiver (continued)

3. The school district has adopted a plan for the purchase of standards-aligned instructional materials in accordance with subdivision (a) but that plan indicated an alternative date for compliance that is declared in the request for additional time.)

Dehesa School District has adopted or will adopt new textbooks on the following schedule:


History-Social Science
August 2007


Science


August 2008


Mathematics

August 2009 

Each of these core adoptions has been implemented in the year noted above.  This year, as we are discussing and selecting our mathematics adoption, we are supporting teachers through professional development.  An adoption extension in language arts would allow us to continue our intense focus on professional development and quality implementation in math before turning our attention to language arts.  

If the State Board of Education approves this District’s request, the District will purchase replacement materials until the new adoption deadline of 2011, at which time the District will purchase reading/language arts materials from the new adoption list.  






II.  Assessment Information: STAR and local assessments in the particular subject matter 

Dehesa School District’s API for 2008 is 778 and the district has never been in program improvement.  Although the very small student enrollment of less than 170 students makes accurate tracking of subgroups difficult, it makes it possible to track the progress of each and every individual student.  Students are tracked and test scores studied to ensure students receive the attention they need to succeed.  The great majority of our students have been making consistent progress in terms of the percentage of students scoring Proficient or Advanced on the California Standards Test during the implementation of our current adoption.  

We are confident that this growth will continue, as teachers implement the research-based, effective teaching strategies.  Teachers are also benefiting from their familiarity with the curriculum as they integrate new teaching strategies into their instruction.

III.  Summary Rationale: Request for an Alternative Date of Compliance for EC 60422(a)

Dehesa School District is requesting the State Board of Education provide one additional year to purchase standards-aligned instructional materials in reading/language arts for a number of reasons:

1. We are concentrating our resources on the selection and implementation of our new mathematics adoptions (K-6).  We are providing a high level of professional development in the area of mathematics, and we wish to complete that endeavor before turning our attention and our limited resources toward providing intensive professional development in the area of language arts.  

2. We strive to align our curriculum with Jamul-Dulzura School District where our students matriculate in the 7th and 8th grades.  Jamul-Dulzura is also applying for the wavier and we want to adopt with them.  This will maximize the effectiveness of the new adoption. 

3. We are beginning the work of establishing essential standards for our district.  Once this work is completed, in the fall of 2009, we will be in a better position to evaluate the programs on the State approved adoption list.  The essential standards would inform the work of the pilot committee and the pilot teachers.  We will also be able to provide superior pacing guides and targeted professional development once the implementation begins.  

4. The District is concerned about the unstable State budget forecast.  Our concern is exacerbated by declining enrollment and increased curriculum costs.  We are not currently in a position to augment the state funding in a similar fashion for the language arts adoption.  An extension in the adoption timeline would guarantee that we would not need to base our entire decision on the cost of the adoption.  

