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MINUTES OF DELTA VIEW JOINT UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL

MAY 26, 2009 AT 5:30 PM

DV CAFETERIA

	Call to Order:
	At the request of Vice-Chairperson Lisa Hughes to lead the meeting, Mrs. Barnhart called the meeting to order at 5:31 pm.  (Mrs. Ayala agreed to provide translation to Spanish-speaking parents due to the absence/medical emergency of the assigned translator.)  


	1.  Attendance


	Mrs. Barnhart conducted roll call. 
Members present: Judy Rhoades (Community Member/Resident), Shawn Morrison (DV Charter Parent), SSC Secretary Renee Fowler (DV Teacher), Lisa Hughes (DV Teacher), Lorena Ayala (DV Instructional Aide/Classified Staff), Carmen Barnhart (DV Principal/Superintendent) were present at call to order; Suzetta Alves (DV Charter Guardian/ Grandparent) arrived at 5:33PM, but left unexpectedly at 5:35PM and did not return; Betha Ibarra [Meza] (DV Parent) arrived at 5:38PM and was present for the remainder of the meeting.
Members absent: Janelle Notturno (DV Teacher), Lucy Hernandez (DV Charter Parent).

Others present: John Stankovich, Superintendent of Kings County Schools; Rosa Jimenez (DV Charter Parent); Valerie Ayala (Former DV Student).


	2.  Call for Changes/ Additions to the Agenda  
	Mrs. Barnhart requested that review/approval of the minutes from the May 5, 2009, SSC Meeting be added to the agenda after item “VIII—Ratify Consolidated Application 2008-2009”.  Lisa Hughes moved to approve the addition; Shawn Morrison seconded; motion passed with all members present voting in favor.  
 

	3.  Public Comment
	None


	4. Report on Charter Renewal  

    Application Outcome
	Mrs. Barnhart reported that on May 7, 2009, the State Board of Education (SBE) officially denied the DVJUSD request for Charter Renewal for 2009-2014.  She indicated that as stated at prior meetings, this was the anticipated outcome as the district had failed to meet API growth targets for the past 5 years, the term of the current charter.  She added that not only had targets not been met, but the school/district had failed to make any growth, instead dropping significant API points—from 11-32 points yearly—over the same period.  Furthermore, the district could not provide data or evidence of an effective plan for remediation as it continues to suffer from the same core problems, like an unstable governance structure with the Board, chronic turnover of administration and classified staff, and the consequent lack of clearly articulated instructional leadership goals and vision.  Mrs. Barnhart explained that the result of the loss of charter status means the school/district will lose its right to Interdistrict Transfer students, thus projecting approximately 40-45 students enrolled for the 2009-10 school year.  The loss of this many students and resulting budget implications, coupled with the statewide fiscal crisis and budget cuts, would have devastating consequences on the organizational structure and staffing, and greatly compromises the instructional efficacy and viability of the institution.  
She noted, as discussed at the previous SSC meetings in March and  May as well as the Parent Information/”Town Hall” Meeting on May 12th, that DVJUSD was looking at limited staffing ratios with approximately 2 teachers to cover grades K-8, hence multiple grade spans ranging from K-3 & 5-8, with 4th graders in whichever class realized the lowest enrollment.  Additionally, one of those 2 teachers would for practical/daily purposes serve as “teacher-in-charge,” and assume school & district administrative functions, with an administrator-consultant likely hired to oversee suspensions and implement certificated evaluations as required by law.  She stated she was gravely concerned about the integrity and feasibility of this model to provide a quality or even adequate education to students.  She stated the district would also only have funding for a 7 hour secretary, approximately 2 part time aides to help cover recess and lunch supervision with teachers also covering general activities/recess supervision except for their mandated breaks, and a part time custodian and part time bus driver.  

Permanent/veteran DV Teacher Lisa Hughes added that this model was not good for students or staff and would also pose safety concerns.       
KCOE Superintendent John Stankovich added that he feels strongly that this model is not in the best interest of students; that he wished the district was not facing this situation but it is, and he urged those present to consider what is best for educating our students when considering this matter.   



	5. Discuss and Take Action on “General Waiver Request” for Portions of Education Code 35780 re: ADA Requirements for Lapsation of the District
	Mrs. Barnhart recommended the council consider and approve an alternative to the ‘non-charter school district model’ for DV.  She described the General Waiver Request process on this matter indicating that SSC and the Board consider and provide input on the submission of said waiver which would, upon approval by the Board, go to the SBE in early (July—the 7th or 8th as she understands it).  She indicated that if the SBE approves the waiver, then DVJUSD would be eligible for the process of Lapsation—the County Committee on District Re-Organization would initiate the process, hold a public hearing and vote, and if approved, DVJUSD would in effect “merge” with or become part of Kit Carson School District, the closest neighboring school district.
DV Charter Parent, Mrs. Rosa Jimenez, indicated that she did not want the school to close because she prefers her children attend DV, not VUSD, because DV is closer to her home like when they get sick at school, and she is very happy with her children’s education here.  Mrs. Barnhart sympathized with these points but indicated that the charter was already lost and the alternative model for DV would not be commensurate with the educational experience she [Mrs. Jimenez] had enjoyed previously.  Mrs. Jimenez stated that she agrees that the non-charter model/alternative is unacceptable and such large grade spans are no good.  She asked if those were the only 2 options available; Mrs. Barnhart replied that yes, they are the only 2 options available to DVJUSD for the coming 2009-10 school year.  Mrs. Jimenez indicated that neither of the 2 given choices seemed acceptable to her. 
SSC Parent Member, Mrs. Ibarra [Meza], also indicated support of Mrs. Jimenez’s position--stating she liked DV for her children and doesn’t want the school to close.  She agreed that the non-charter model does not seem like a good alternative, but would like to see a different way for DV to stay open.  Mrs. Barnhart stated she too wished there was another alternative, but the historical facts, data, and current realities of both the school and district have limited them to these 2, and she strongly recommends lapsation into another district that can provide a quality educational program to students beginning next year as the best decision.
1st/2nd Grade DV Teacher Lisa Hughes asked about employment rights for teachers with the “new” district if lapsation occurs but the DV site is not used next year (09-10).  Both Mrs. Barnhart and Mr. Stankovich indicated that it was their understanding that certificated employees are added to a rehire list—retain rehire rights within the same positions for 39 months after layoff.  Mrs. Barnhart stated that she would advise if she discovered new information on that point.
Mrs. Barnhart called for a motion on the General Waiver Request. Shawn Morrison moved to approve the Waiver Request; Renee Fowler seconded. Ayes: Judy Rhoades, Lisa Hughes, Carmen Barnahrt.  Nayes: Lorena Ayala, Bertha Ibarra [Meza].   Mrs. Barnhart restated the recorded votes—council affirmed as recorded with 5 Members in favor of the Waiver Request and 2 opposed.  Mrs. Ayala added at the conclusion of the vote that she too was torn on the issue—neither alternative was desirable to her.   Mrs. Barnhart stated she understood and that it is a difficult decision reflecting the difficult position the district faces.



	6. Advisory Committee Reports
	None


	7. Ratify Single Plan for Student Achievement
	Mrs. Barnhart asked that the council review the SPSA that was developed & approved by last year’s SSC, but which the Board had refused to adopt and consider ratifying it as is in good faith based on prior council’s intentions so she could again present it to the current board composed of several new members. She added that she had reviewed the Plan extensively at the beginning of the year at the Board’s request but could not get specific concerns or desired revisions articulated by the Board to bring to SSC.  She acknowledged the depth/complexity of the document and added that the council could instead opt to table the Plan to be revisited at the next meeting.  Lisa Hughes motioned to table the SPSA; Shawn Morrison seconded; motion passed with all members present in favor.

	8. Ratify (ConApp) Consolidated 

      Application 2008-2009
	Mrs. Barnhart requested that the council table this item so that it could be considered along with the 2009-10 ConApp documents she should be receiving in the next few weeks.  Lisa Hughes motioned to table the 2008-09 ConApp ratification as recommended; Shawn Morrison seconded; unanimously passed/tabled by all members present.

	*9.  Minutes of May 5, 2009 SSC

*Item added to original agenda per council action; moves subsequent original agenda items by one 
	Renee Fowler, SSC Secretary, submitted the minutes from the May 5th meeting for approval.  Lisa Hughes motioned to approve as submitted; second by Shawn Morrison; minutes approved unanimously by members present with Mrs. Ibarra [Meza] abstaining because she was not in attendance at the May 5, 2009 meeting.

	10.     Next Meeting
	SSC members present indicated they would like to meet again this year and were willing to wait until after June 13th to schedule per Mrs. Barnhart’s request due to scheduling conflicts with end of year activities.  Office staff will call members in mid-June to schedule; date/time to be determined dependent upon member availability.

	Adjournment
	At 6:20PM Judy Rhoades moved to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Lisa Hughes; so adjourned unanimously by all members present.
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