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Send Original plus one copy to:

Waiver Office, California Department of Education 

Faxed originals will not be accepted!
1430 N Street, Suite 5602
Sacramento, CA 95814

	
	CD CODE
	

	3
	6
	6
	7
	8
	0
	1

	Local educational agency:

 Needles Unified School District         
	Phone contact and recipient of approval/denial notice:

Dave Renquest
	Contact person’s e-mail address:

dave_renquest@needles.k12.ca.us

	Address:                                          (City)                              (State)                        (ZIP)

1900 Erin Drive                                    Needles                           CA                     92363
	Phone (and extension, if necessary):

760  326-3891  

Fax number: 760  326 - 4218

	Period of request:  (month/day/year)

From:  07/01/09                 To:  06/30/11


	Local board approval date: (Required)

4-14-2009
	Date of Public Hearing: (Required)

4-14-2009

	LEGAL CRITERIA

	1. Authority for the waiver:   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Specific code section:  EC 60422(c)(1) through (3)
Section 60422(c) The State Board of Education may grant the school district additional time to meet the purchasing requirements of subdivision (a) if the governing board of the school district demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the state board, that all of the following criteria apply to the district:

(1) The school district has implemented a well designed, standards-aligned basic instructional materials program.

(2) The school district, at the time of its request for additional time pursuant to this subdivision, has sufficient textbooks or basic instructional materials for use by each pupil.

(3) The school district has adopted a plan for the purchase of standards-aligned instructional

materials in accordance with subdivision (a) but the plan indicated an alternative date for compliance that is declared in the request for additional time.



	2. Education Code Section to be waived:  EC 60422(a) “24 month” rule for IMFRP adoptions

Curriculum Area: Reading Language Arts Grade Levels: K-8   Alternative Date for Compliance: 06/30/11

Note: Mathematics waivers are not needed see EC Section 60422.1 (a)



	3. Collective bargaining unit information.  
       Does the district have any employee bargaining units?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  X Yes     If yes, please complete required information 

       below:

      Bargaining units) consulted on date(s):  03/17/09     
      Name of bargaining unit and name of representative(s) consulted: 

      CSEA   -  Cindy Smith            NTA      Lyn Parker

      The position(s) of the bargaining unit(s):   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral   X Support   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Oppose (Please specify why)

Comments (if appropriate):  Both bargaining units fully support the district submitting a waiver to request a time extension on the adoption of the RLA textbooks. As Cindy Smith stated, the district has been very proactive these last couple of years in an attempt to improve student learning in Reading Language Arts. This includes the hiring of a Reading Interventionist teacher.  
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	4. Education Code or California Code of Regulations section to be waived.  

EC 60422. (a) A local governing board shall use funding received pursuant to this chapter to ensure that each pupil is provided with a standards-aligned textbook or basic instructional materials, as adopted by the State Board of Education subsequent to the adoption of content standards pursuant to Section 60605 for kindergarten and grades 1 to 8, inclusive, or as adopted by the local governing board pursuant to Sections 60400 and 60411, for grades 9 to 12, inclusive. Pupils shall be provided with standards-aligned textbooks or basic instructional materials by the beginning of the first school term that commences no later than 24 months after those materials were adopted by the State Board of Education.


	5. Desired outcome/rationale. Give a general description of what adoption you want to postpone and the reason:

It is the desire of Needles Unified School District (NUSD) to postpone the Reading Language Arts adoption process until spring 2011 for the implementation of the new program in fall 2011. Currently, NUSD is implementing Houghton Mifflin in grades K –5 and McDougal Littell in grades 6-8. Due to the acquisition of a new Reading Interventionist teacher and the utilization of site staff development hours to improve teaching strategies in the area of reading language arts instruction, our district’s students have shown increases in achievement results. Our hope is that by continuing with our current practices in RLA our district will continue to display growth. 

Additionally, the district implemented newly adopted science and mathematics curriculum in the 08-09 school year. We were able to provide our staff with SB 472 training in mathematics and have witnessed overall success with the new mathematics program. Our hope is to be able to do the same for RLA in the summer of 2011 to prepare our teachers fully for a newly adopted curriculum. Compounding a new curriculum adoption in RLA without proper teacher training will likely have a negative impact on the learning outcomes of our students.  

In order for the NUSD to be able to accomplish the goal of continued student learning and achievement, the district is kindly requesting a postponement of the RLA adoption until 2011. 

Also complete Attachment A 



	Is this waiver associated with an “apportionment related" audit penalty? (per EC 41344)   X  No      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes 

 (If yes, please attach explanation or copy of audit finding) 

Has there been a Coordinated Compliance Review finding on this issue?    X  No      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes 

(If yes, please attach explanation or copy of CCR finding)                  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

	District or County Certification – I hereby certify that the information provided on this application is correct and complete.


	Signature of Superintendent or Designee:

>       
	Title:

Superintendent 
	Date:

     

	Signature of SELPA Director (only if a Special Education Waiver)

> 
	Date:

     

	FOR CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION USE ONLY

	Staff Name (type or print):


	Staff Signature:

> 
	Date:



	Unit Manager (type or print):


	Unit Manager Signature:

> 
	Date:



	Division Director (type or print):


	Division Director Signature:

> 
	Date:



	Deputy (type or print):


	Deputy Signature:

> 
	Date:
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Attachment A: Desired Outcome/Rationale for Waiver
I. Responses to the Statutory Criteria for Waiver Approval:

EC 60422(c) The State Board of Education may grant the school district additional time to meet the purchasing requirements of subdivision (a) if the governing board of the school district demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the state board, that all of the following criteria apply to the district:

1. The school district has implemented a well-designed, standards-aligned basic instructional materials program.

The district utilizes a standards-based curriculum in the form of publisher materials and supplemental materials. Houghton Mifflin and McDougal Littell are the publisher materials used in Reading Language Arts (RLA) for grades K-5 and 6-8 respectively. 

Additionally, the district recently invested resources toward the development of pacing guides and common benchmark assessments. Program pacing guides in RLA were developed and shared with all teachers as a tool for directly guiding their instruction in relation to the California Content Standards. Furthermore, benchmark assessments in RLA were implemented district-wide this school year as a way to monitor student progress in relation to the mastery of standards as delivered by the above-mentioned programs. 

To further supplement the RLA program within NUSD, the district hired a Reading Interventionist teacher and dedicated staff development hours to improving instructional practice in the areas of language arts. The Reading Interventionist assists the school sites in identifying and supporting students in need of additional and more intensive RLA instruction. The staff development trainings offered by the district and individual school sites to support RLA included: direct instruction strategies, active participation strategies, Response to Intervention, Thinking Maps, and Write from the Beginning.  
2. The school district, at the time of its request for additional time pursuant to this subdivision, has sufficient textbooks or basic instructional materials for use by each pupil.

NUSD supplies all students with the needed textbook and instructional materials. Please reference the attached resolution dated 08-09-08 pursuant with EC 60119.  

3. The school district has adopted a plan for the purchase of standards-aligned instructional materials in accordance with subdivision (a) but that plan indicated an alternative date for compliance that is declared in the request for additional time.)

NUSD is proposing a delayed timeline for the adoption of RLA. It is the goal of the district to postpone this adoption until 2011. This would mean that the district would begin the review and piloting phase of the adoption process in the 2010-2011 school year. The state approved publisher materials would be selected and adopted by the district’s governing board in the spring of 2011. This will allow the district to offer Reading Professional Development SB 472 to teachers in the summer of 2011. Full implementation of the new RLA program will take place in the fall of 2011. 

The cost associated with the adopting new materials in RLA for the district will be approximately $110,000. The district anticipates an entitlement of $51,472 in IMFRP funds for the 09/10 SY.
II. Assessment Information: STAR and local assessments in the particular subject matter 

In order to highlight the growth NUSD and its schools have experienced in the recent past, three charts are presented below. These charts display the following: (1) overall district-wide API growth, (2) API growth the site level, and (3) district-wide results for the percentage of all students meeting proficiency in ELA as measured by the CST.
Chart 1: NUSD API Growth
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Chart 1 displays the growth in the district’s overall API from 2007 to 2008. The district boasted growth of 41 points. 
Chart 2: School API Growth
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Chart 2 displays the growth in the individual school sites’ API from 2007 to 2008. All schools with NUSD made API growth from 2007 to 2008. Vista Colorado Elementary School (VCES) made 42 points of growth, Chemehuevi Valley Elementary School (CVES) made 31 points of growth, Katie Hohstadt Elementary School (KHES) made 23 points of growth, Parker Dam Elementary School (PDES) made 10 points of growth, Needles Middle School (NMS) made 50 points of growth, and Needles High School (NHS) made 59 points of growth.
Chart 3: Percent Proficient in English Language Arts (ELA)
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Chart 3 displays the district-wide results for students in grades 2 through 11 who scored Proficient and Advanced in English Language Arts as measured by the CST. Results show that the 80% of the grade levels tested in ELA increased proficiency rates from 2007 to 2008. This serves as evidence that the current Reading Language Arts program, in conjunction with supplemental programs and staff development, has worked toward increasing student learning. 
III Summary Rationale: Request for an Alternative Date of Compliance for EC 60422(a)

It is the desire of Needles Unified School District (NUSD) to postpone the Reading Language Arts adoption process until spring 2011 for the implementation of the new program in fall 2011. Currently, NUSD is implementing Houghton Mifflin in grades K –5 and McDougal Littell in grades 6-8. Due to the utilization of site staff development hours to improve teaching strategies in the area of reading language arts instruction, our district’s students have shown increases in achievement results. Our hope is that by continuing with our current practices in RLA our district will continue to display growth. 

Additionally, the district implemented newly adopted science and mathematics curriculum in the 08-09 school year. We were able to provide our staff with SB 472 training in mathematics and have witnessed overall success with the new mathematics program. Our hope is to be able to do the same for RLA in the summer of 2011 to prepare our teachers fully for a newly adopted curriculum. Compounding a new curriculum adoption in RLA without proper teacher training will likely have a negative impact on the learning outcomes of our students.  

Given the evidence that the district is making API growth at both the district and site levels, as well as, 80% of all grade levels tested in ELA increased proficiency rates, NUSD proves to be a good candidate for this specific waiver.
In order for the NUSD to be able to accomplish the goal of continued student learning and achievement, the district is

kindly requesting a postponement of the RLA adoption until 2011.









